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THE DECLINING ART OF PRESCRIBING. 


EFORE the New York State Medical Association 
at the Academy of Medicine last week, a paper was 
read by Dr. Harry R. Purdy, of this city, dealing with 
an alleged decadence in the art of prescribing. The au- 
thor of the paper said that he had been surprised to learn 
that some physicians habitually recommended patent and 
proprietary remedies, and that others depended almost 
entirely upon the ready-made prescriptions of the tablet 
manufacturers. Again he had been astonished at the 
lack of knowledge of the incompatibility of drugs dis- 
played by many physicians who were conspicuously ca- 
pable in all branches of their profession except thera- 
peutics. One reason, and in Dr. Purdy’s opinion the 
principal reason, for the modern physician’s lack of 
knowledge of therapeutics, materia medica and pharmacy 
was that present graduates of medicine were taught 
neither pharmacy nor pharmacology; were not given the 
opportunity of learning the art of writing prescriptions 
by compounding them or of becoming acquainted with 
drugs by handling them. As a remedy for the state of 
affairs described by him he put forward the sugges- 
tion that the faculty of each medical college of this coun- 
try create a chair of pharmacology equal in dignity and 
influence to any other chair, and fill it with an experi- 
enced, able man. Not, he said, until more attention was 
paid to scientific prescribing could better conditions be ex- 
pected. 

Pharmacists are familiar with the growing tendency 
among physicians to prescribe proprietary articles, and 
they view it with much misgiving. Not that they would 
wish to go back to their early drug store days when they 
spread plasters, rolled pills and even made fluid extracts 
and their own citrine ointment, but they feel that if the 
members of the medical profession were really disposed to 
regard the pharmacist as a man of scientific training who 
is willing and competent to meet emergencies in medical 
practice, they would make more demands on his scientific 
skill and not compel him to be the mere distributor of pro- 
pritary compounds, the dispensing of which calls for the 
exercise of no more expert knowledge than is possessed 
by the average grocery clerk. Pharmacists complain, and 
with good cause, of the expensive amounts of new drugs 
and chemicals of a proprietary nature which they are 
compelled to stock in order to enable them to dispense 
one or two prescriptions. These new preparations, large- 
ly of synthetic composition, are vaunted as great discov- 
eries when introduced, but experience frequently proves 
that only a short time elapses before they are superseded 
and described either as useless or dangerous. The shelves 
back of the prescription counter of nearly every drug 
store are overcrowded with bottles and containers of all 
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sorts from each of whichoneortwoprescriptions have been 
filled, while the remainder have not been called for in years 
and which pharmacists would be glad to get rid of at any 
price. Dr. Purdy’s paper and the discussion which en- 
sued are published in our medical contemporary, The 
New York Medical Journal. 





THE UNITED DRUG COMPANY AND THE 
JOBBERS. ’ 





HE incorporation of the United Drug Company, 
which was reported in the AMERICAN Drucaist for 
November 10, page 315, has attracted widespread atten- 
tion, both on account of the broad nature of the charter 
under which it is proposed the company shall operate, 
and the character of the incorporators, who represent 
some of the most successful men in the drug business. 
It is thought to be more than a coincidence that the lead- 
ing spirits of the new company have been identified hith- 
erto with the organization of cutters known as the Drug 
Merchants of America, and fears have been entertained 
that the new incorporation might mean only an extension 
of the operations of the aforementioned Drug Merchants. 
Not a few influential members of the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association have been disturbed at the news 
of the incorporation of the United Drug Company, not- 
withstanding the company’s statement that the organiza- 
tion was formed for the purpose of manufacturing spe- 
cialties which are the property of the individual mem- 
bers. It is doubted in some quarters if that is the only 
object of the company, and it is feared that the next move 
will be a claim on the parties to the tripartite agreement 
for recognition by the company as a “ regularly incor- 
porated organization of retail druggists, who are con- 
ducting a legitimate wholesale business” under Resolu- 
tion G. of the N. A. R. D. 

These fears should be set at rest by the statement 
made to the American Druccist by Mr. Cahoon, the 
president of the new company, which is printed in another 
column. It will be seen from this that it is not the in- 
tention of the new incorporation to conduct a general 
jobbing business, as was erroneously reported at first, but 
rather to engage in the manufacture on a large scale of 
the specialties owned by the individual incorporators and 
stockholders, and to develop and push new specialties un- 
der a distinctive trade-mark of their own. 

While the new enterprise may be a competitor to the 
jobbing interests of the country to the extent of creating 
a line of preparations that will be sold direct from the 
manufacturers to the retail distributer, it is a mistake 
to suppose that the company was formed with a view of 
profiting by the adoption of Resolution G., providing for 
the recognition of buying clubs by the parties to the tri- 
lateral pact. It will rather appear to most careful ob- 
servers of the situation to be in the nature of a natural 
development resulting largely from the increasing diffi- 
culty which the constituent members of the new company 
have encountered in obtaining supplies of proprietary 
medicines and specialties from either jobbers or manufac- 
turers at best prices, owing to the individual status of a 
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large proportion of them as aggressive cutters. Any 
competition from the new company is then likely to be 
felt more keenly by the manufacturing interests than by 
the legitimate wholesalers, for unless we are mistaken a 
demand is to be created for a number of new proprietary 
articles, besides those already controlled by the sharehold- 
ers of the new company, which will be rivals of many 
standard preparations, and be pushed wherever the new 
concern has a representative. 





UNREGISTERED DRUG CLERKS. 





UR news letters show that there is a general tend- 
ency upon the part of boards of pharmacy all over 
the United States in the direction of a more strict en- 
forcement of the laws pertaining to the registration of 
assistants in drug stores. From Buffalo we learn of the 
activity of the Western branch of the New York State 
Board of Pharmacy, and from Chicago it is reported that 
the subject is being taken up by the Illinois Board. Sim- 
ilar reports come to hand from San Francisco and from 
other centers. There is no question but that in many lo- 
calities the law requiring the registration of assistants is 
practically a dead letter; and these reports are gratify- 
ing evidence of a growing appreciation by the boards 
of the obligations imposed upon them by the law. 

In most localities the boards first warn the trade and 
then proceed to make investigations and bring suits 
against offenders. This would seem to be a fair and log- 
ical way to approach the matter and provide a remedy, 
though of course legally there is no obligation upon the 
board to give notice of its intention to enforce the law. In 
the State of New Jersey the board seems to have taken the 
lay press as a means of issuing notice of the proposed en- 
forcement of the law, for we find in the Jersey City Even- 
ing Journal for November 14 a news story on this sub- 
ject in which the statement is made that the practice of 
employing unregistered or unqualified assistants through- 
out the State is spreading to an alarming extent, and that 
a systematic inspection is now under way, with a view to 
the more rigid enforcement of the law. It is quite possi- 
ble, of course, that the members of the board have not 
gone out of their way to make their proposed enforcement 
of the law known through the lay press, and even if they 
have done so that they are not responsible for the alarm- 
ist tone assumed in the note referred to. It is regrettable, 
however, to see such items appear in the form in which 
they are presented by the sensational press. There 
have been printed of late so many tirades against 
the druggists denouncing them as substitutors, pirates, 
etc., that the appearance of such items as the one 
in question cannot but make a bad impression upon the 
public, who will regard such statements as in some sort 
a confirmation of the serious charges which have been 
brought against the retail drug trade from time to time 
by interested proprietors. And since from the connection 
in which these charges appear it would seem to the pub- 
lic that they emanate from the druggists themselves, they 
will be looked upon as authoritative utterances, and will 
tend to confirm them in their belief that the retail drug 
trade is altogether a bad lot, an opinion which is in no 
wise justified by the facts of the case, and which we are 
quite sure the boards of pharmacy do not share in and do 
not wish to spread. 
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; salt. If found to be suffi- 
Dis Cnsitt Methods and Difficulties ciently pure for prescription 
® use it may be bolted, other- 


By Henry P. Hynson, PH:G., BALTIMORE. 


A CCOMPANYING each volume of the Proceedings of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 


wise each quantity should be 
finely powdered before the 
solvent is added. 

The corrosive action of 


tion for 1901 was a large envelope which the member receiving it was instructed to keep carbolic acid on the skin may 
convenient to his dispensing counter for the reception of notes bearing on dispensing rag ea Rig corm ge — 
methods and difficulties as observed in practice. These envelopee were then to be sentto COME dy the libera — 


the secretary of the Section on Practica! Pharmacy and Dispensing, who was expected to 


tion of strong alcohol. 
It is out of date to con- 


arrange th? notes ani refer them for attention to the chairman of the section. The _ tinue the use of labels recom- 
chairman having resigned, Mr. Hynson undertook the task of arranging, classifyingand Mending oil as an antidote 


commenting on them, and the following paper is the result : 


With scientific medicine, the commercialist is on his met- 

tle to make the greater contest sure; the educator, by 
precept and by law, is hard pushed to win comparative recog- 
nition, while the actual compounder and dispenser, never be- 
fore had greater need for quick and accurate judgment, sound 
and ample training or facile and polished technique. 

It must not be thought that the notes which have been so 
kindly sent to the committee always, or even often, present 
something new or original. They are, however, just what has 
been asked for; they embody observations which will, no 
doubt. be helpful to a large number. We are not looking after 
the ninety and nine fortunate ones, but are striving to help the 
stray one or two who have not been so kindly favored. Many 
of the notes will be the more helpful because of the incomplete 
and imperfect indexing, in general pharmaceutical literature, 
and because, sometimes, great writers cannot be induced to 
descend to the commonplace. 

These notes, as will appear, have been divided into several 
classes, as follows: General, synonyms, prescriptions, sub- 
titles, fluids. capsules, ointments and suppositories. 


GENERAL. 


Silver nitrate which has become discolored by exposure 
may be easily reclaimed by recrystallization, and with com- 
paratively little loss. 

The fact that Goularda’s extract may be mixed with distilled 
extract of witch hazel, which has been exposed to carbon 
dioxide, without cloudness, is peculiar and needs explanation. 

To the question, “ What is meant by 19°, 20°, and 26°, in 
reference to the strength of Aqua Ammonis?’ it- may be 
stated that this refers to an estimation by the Baumé hydro- 
meter, and these several strengths indicate ammonia water 
cf 10, 20 and 26 per cent. respectively. 

The precipitate occurring from cocaine hydrochloride dis- 
solved in presence of both boric and salicylic acids, heretofore 
reported, is due to the formation of cocaine boro-salicylate, an 
insoluble salt. The boro-salicylates of all the principal alka- 
loids are of the same character, and this applies to the solu- 
tion of cocaine in avtiseptic preparations containing both 
salicylic and borie acids. : 

Because of the much greuter solubility of the salicylate, 
salicylic acid is greatly to be preferred to boric acid for the 
preservation of cocaine solutions. Boric acid, after long stand- 
ing, caused a precipitate of the borate from cocaine solutions. 

It will be found convenient to keep a saturated solution of 
Salicylic acid in distilled water in which to dissolve cocaine 
hydrochloride, on hand. Such solutions will keep indefinitely. 

“Todized Phenol” is occasionally called for, and some con- 
fusion may occur because of the several formulas to be found 
in standard publications. Battey’s formula calls for one part 
of iodine and two of carbolic acid to be fused together. This 
is a solid during cool weather. 

Mercury benzoate, like the chloride, is made much more solu- 
ble by the addition of sodium chloride; useful knowledge in 
the preparation of solution cf mercury benzoate for hypo- 
dermie use. 

Caffeine will be found readily soluble in solutions of so- 
dium salicylate or benzoate. 

The turbidity in solutions of alkali bromides and iodides in 
aromatic water may be cleared up by substituting about 
twelve to fifteen per cent. of distilled water for that quantity 
of the aromatic water prescribed. The distilled water is to be 
added after the solution of the salts has been made in the aro- 
Inatic water. 

The undesirable and inconvenient solidification of heavy 
mixtures of calcined magnesia and sodium bicarbonate may 
be largely prevented by hydrating the magnesia beforehand 
and allowing it to harden and dry. Afterwards make the mix- 
ture with the powdered hydrate. 

Commercial powdered borax will be found to contain many 
crystals of sufficient size to largely retard the solution of the 
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for carbolic acid. Alcohol 
should be advised. 

Salol dissolves in castor 
oil, in fair proportions, with the aid of gentle heat, but is 
thrown out upon cooling. This means, however, may be used 
for filling soft elastic capsules with this combination, keeping 
the solution sufficiently warm until introduced into the cap- 
sule, when, upon cooling, the salol will be deposited. 

Castor oil when flavored with saccharin becomes faintly red- 
dish upon standing some time. 

Infusion of digitalis when made with cinnamon bark, U. S. 
P. 1880, will precipitate alkaloids as tannate; particularly 
strychnine sulphate, which is occasionally prescribed in this 
combination. The 1890 formula makes a clear permanent so- 
lution with strychnine salts. Cinnamon bark does not add to 
the color of the infusion as might be supposed. The coloring 
matter is insoluble ia water. 

The dispensing of compressed chocolate coated tablets of 
quinine on a prescription calling for *“‘ chocolate quinine tab- 
lets”’ elicited a strong protest from the prescriber, who main- 
tained that the lozenge or tablet made from quinine and choco- 
late mass should have been furnished. They were for a child 
who could not swallow the tablets and were to be eaten, the 
chocolate masking the bitter taste. Here is a fine distinction 
which can only be settled by some official definition of these 
titles, employed rather promiscuously to designate the various 
forms of dry medication. 

Where the number of capsules are not greater than re- 
quired for dispensing a prescription (5 to 50), the simplest and 
quickest method is to place the shells of the capsules in a box 
cover resting on an incline and the caps on a wetted filter pa 
per on a pill box. The oil or liquid is dropped into each cap- 
sule from a pipette, or preferably from a dropping flask (Sal- 
leron’s), inserting the tube into the shell and withdrawing whe: 
sufficiently filled: there is no danger of the outside becoming 
soiled with oil. The cap pressed into the wet paper, if neces- 
sary, is now pressed down over the shell and the capsule 
placed in a box cover in an upright position for a 
few minutes. The leakage by this method does not exceed two 
per thousand. 

A pill machine is for rounding the pills as well as for form- 
ing the roll or “pipe” and cutting it. If the roll completely 
fills the gutter, when laid on it lengthwise, the pill may be 
formed perfectly round when cut and rolled with a gradually 
pressing down and back motion of the cutter. A properly con- 
structed pill machine ts made on mathematical principles to 
insure this result. A pil} machine should never be washed 
with water: simply wiped with a wet cloth. 

The proper vehicle for carbolic acid ointment is unques- 
tionably petrolatum. But even the crystallized carbolic acid 
is not retained in soluticn to the extent of 5 per cent. Perhaps 
the 3 per cent. carbolized petrolatum is the limit. By liquefy- 
ing camphor in carbolic acid the latter remains permanently 
in solution in the petrolatum to the extent of 4 per cent. For- 
mula: Camphor, 4: acid carbolic, 4; petrolatum to 100. En pas- 
sant, if the patent on the process for producing vaseline has 
expired years ago, such expiration carries the title in vaseline 
as a trade-mark with it. Why not adopt vaseline as the name 
instead of the unpopular petrolatum? 

No matter how thoroughly levigated with the finest zinc 
oxide, the ointment (prepared from it with benzoinated lard, 
the proper vehicle) will, after a short time, show agglomerated 
particles. This is due to the affinity of the fat and oleic acids 
for the zine oxide, and may be prevented by the addition of q 
or 2 per cent. of oleic acid to the vehicle, previous to the levi- 
gation, the completeness of which may also be assured by let- 
ting the melted mixture of lard and oxide pass through a 
strainer of cheese cloth. 

There is no need for a process fo» sterlizing lard except as 
comprised in its preparation and benzoinating. Lard which 
requires sterilization should be subjected to the direct heat or 
flames of a furnace. The process for rendering or preparing 
lard, or for benzoinating should include the process for its 
sterilization, which ts now done in dehydrating it. After the. 
lard has been sterilized, it must be kept sterile by putting it 
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in sterile containers and keeping it at a low temperature, free 
from exposure to the air. 

Coating suppository molds with soap liniment has been 
suggested as a successful means of insuring successful re- 
moval of the suppository. 

Suppository masses from which, by accident, extracts have 
been precipitated, may be reclaimed if reheated after a few 
drops of water have been added. This does not, however, ap- 
play when tannic acid is present. 

Potassium acetate throws down a green precipitate from in- 
fusion of digitalis, 1880, but none from the present official 
preparation. 

Loss of alcohol may often be avoided and satisfactory re- 
sults obtained by using absorbent cotton as a filtering medium 
instead of paper. Especially is this so of spirit peppermint. 

Caution is given against the too long keeping of brown 
mixture. Beside the early decomposition of the spirit nitrous 
ether, the small amount of sugar present may ferment. The 
furmula of the late C. S. Tilyard is highly recommended; it 
may be found in Caspari’s “ Treatise on Pharmacy.” 

Ammoniated tinctures should be carefully preserved; they 
are best kept in small, well filled bottles. 

The A. C. E. anesthetic mixture, alcohol, 1 part; choloform, 
2 parts; ether, 2 parts (all by volume), may be memorized by 
the jingle: “ A. C. E.; one, two, three.” 

Caramel should be tested as to its acidity or alkalinity, as 
it may be either, according to the manner of preparation. Un- 
explained difficulties may often be laid at caramel’s door. 

The N. F. F'ormula for court plaster is very unsatisfactory 
and needs revision. 

“Lead Water,” ‘“sugar-of-lead water,’ ‘“ Lig. Plumbi,”’ 
“ Liq. Plumbi. Acetatis”’ and “‘ Liq. Plumbi Subacetatis,” are 
confusing terms, and need to be Giscussed and explained. 

Compound tincture of lavender had better not be dispensed 
in hair tonic, even if so prescribed. A veritable “ red-headed 
woman,” the consequence, is not a pleasant thing to meet. 

Acid solutions of pepsin will decompose sodium salicylate 
liberating salicylic acid, which, if in excess, will be thrown out 
of solution. 

The discoloration of Donovan’s solution may be prevented 
by keeping a large globule of mercury in the bottle holding the 
solution. 

Oxalic acid acts destructively upon some forms of enameled 
ware. Loss may be avoided by using other kinds of vessels 
for solutions of this acid. 

There is considerable call for Ingal’s Suprarenal Solution, 
which takes a good deal of time to prepare. Sterilizution has 
been tried, and so far it has kept perfectly in 1 ounce bottles 
for over two months, and is still in perfect condition. 

Pharmacists should not overlook the fact that the taste of 
impure carbolic acid is far more objectionable than the pure, 
and for this reason, if a better one is not recognized, it should 
never be used for internal medication. 

Pyrogallic acid is so very sensitive to light that special care 
must be exercised in dispensing it. It cannot be bottled for 
ointment without suffering almost immediate discoloration. 

The bad practice of pasting one label over another until 
sometimes as many as six of various import appear on one 
bottle is still largely noticed. Besides being a very untidy 
practice, it is obviously a dangerous one. 

CONTRIBUTED SYNONYMS. 


af | ee ee ee ee eee Mercurial ointment. 
wo. >See eee: 
“ French chloroform et morpinia”’............... Chlorodyne. 
PE ENED soci cess 0 eee ae one Sodium bicarbonate. 
ey te meee er ee Asafetida 


..Bismuth subnitrate. 
feta eae Tartar emetic. 


* Bismuth trisnitrate’’......... 
*“Tartrate of antimony’ ........ 






ao ee James’ powder. 
EEE 0. en's so n's'o5's wv abs kid sc cowie baked Buchu. 
wo ee Cantharidal plaster. 
x. + .. Serres. Cantharidal plaster. 
NN ioe sr do 64 oe bb ven sous se we ess DSR RES Ergot. 
ETE i bs Seb 6s 6a 5W.b ie 0 u.0 6 8 6-n wie e Chloroform. 
eo er” Codliver oil. 
“Hydrargyri protochioride. ..............200.c.08 Calomel. 
Pe LL kktvchsas tees €osdeeen cee Glycerite of starch. 
NE oo cine a poss de aieecshenn scab eeae Nutmeg. 
Ree SEE Cee sicbicay kw tdinwe ee Aromatic sulphuric acid. 
son th a eae mrer Ry cre ay eer rr arte Pero Prepared lard. 


PRESCRIPTION DIFFICULTIES. 

The following prescriptions were sent to the committee for 
criticism and comment. Many notes regarding them are from 
the senders, and while not vouched for by the editor, they may, 
so far as he knows, be relied upon: 


LIQUIDS. 
OE! Se ey ey et ie aa ee gr. ss. 
i i ci kbsigsase a babe Soowed eed ass } 
CE Er eee Ped ee eer re et } aa. Sss. 
Es ocd dn kc kw de CNS WEN eee SAbEE ees J 
es en . +cvcsesvebeseb 6 6b0o.e00 80 eens sue i 
NE Oe I on ww on 0:03 08: 090d 0:06 00a b Ob eH 640d 445% Svi 


Boil the arsenic in the solution of bromides till dissolved, 
then add the elixir. 
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RIND MIMNION 55.5 1oa sp S\a 1610S oie ds we oe SE 
Aromatic spirit ammonia........... A ae SOP 
Tincture strophanthus.... ; . . 
RE Re er re ere ee 5i 

By adding the strychnine sulphate to the alcoholic liquid, 
the precipitated alkaloid is immediately redissolved and the 
solution can be further diluted with the water without precipi- 
tation. ; 





ND SRD CUNEO oo i cos 4 viele 00.0 4 0 ge pia ee ses ee 3i 
ES Se eee eee or ee ree ee 3i 
PERSISTS Sarge oer eer esr ees eae ors 3i 
ee ee ee eee ee 3iij 


The glycerin prevents the precipitation of ferric oxide, 
which would fall were the glycerin not present. 


SE Eee eRe TS eee ee eee gr. vi 


Dino Loc. s abe Ook > hes 5G 62s o's s hha pees eae Oe gr. vi 
SE ee eee gr. “J 
Cf rr rT ie ee eee eee wr re 3 


The precipitation of morphine may be prevented by rubbing 
the bicarbonate with a half dram of glycerin, then adding the 
boric acid and morphine sulphate and finally the water. 


PET ee Pee ere Pr yee TT eee ET -.-gtt. clx 
RR SEINININ o's v0 510 vine bs 6s steiee Selon wes meee ae gr. clx 
OS eae ei ere oer 3iv 
Water ............... Le eee es Cee nt eee e re 5ij 


“ Dispensed without acacia. Dissolved sodium salt in water 

and added spirit previously mixed. Clear solution results.’ 
EE See ers ei rey rrr see Ts 3ij 
Spirit nitrous ether. a 
Tincture belladonna 
Water, 10 GOK... . 22.20.62 : 

As the potassium citrate is insoluble in alcohol, it is sug- 
gested that sufficient water be added to make an 8 fluid ounce 
mixture. In this the salt will dissolve. Double the quantity 
cf liquid originally directed to be taken must be given and the 
doctor notified. 

en Ee Sea Cyr ear a epee aie ay ) 

DT Oka thik ols Sh wow eee we bik eee + of each gr. Vv 
he dite 5 wc bith rie Se es b's Wa os 

Phemic acid......... 

Liquid albolene 

Cocaine hydrochloride is supposed to be wanted; the alka- 
loid must be used, as the hydrochloride is not soluble in liquid 
petrolatum or white petrolatum oil. As antipyrine is also in- 
soluble in this product and is incompatible with carbolic acid, 
the antipyrine was omitted and the physician notified. 









RN STE ccd dawn ye ae ess oes b essen oes 3iij 
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As a heavy precpitate formed in a lump in the bottom of 
the bottle, one fluid ounce of glycerin was added instead of 
that much water, and a fairly good mixture resulted. 
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Ordinarily, a small quantity of water may be added to fa- 
cilitate the solution of jarge quantities of such salts in syrup, 
but water in the presence of salts of the alkalies causes cloudi- 
ness when added to ‘syrup of wild cherry. In this case the 
chloride should be dissolved in the syrup of tolu by the aid of 
gentle heat and when cold the other ingredients added. 
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Mix by dissolving the bromoform in alcohol and adding the 
glycerin. The «bove is reported as making a clear, permanent 
solution containing four minims of bromoform in each fluid 
dram. 
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Emulsify the oil by using two drams of acacia and four fluid 
drams of water, omit sugar, and add brandy and syrup. Half 
a dram of acacia and two fluid drams of water are said to be 
sufficient, but the quantities appear too small. 
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Mix and make eye drops. 

The hydrochloride being ihe only salt obtainable, this should 
be dissolved in about three drops of alcohol, and the oil thor- 
oughly rubbed into it; resulting in a clear, permanent = 
tion. The physician’s fear that the small quantity of —_ 
wight be irritating seemed unfounded. The salt is not soluble 
in castor oil—hot or cold. 

(To be concluded.) 
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METHODS OF ‘DISPLAYING SPONGES. 


By F. R. ROBERTSON, 
Baker City, Oregon. 


A CATCHY window display of sponges is perhaps 

one of the most difficult things for a druggist to 
devise. One may pile $500 worth of all sorts of sponges 
in a window and the display will suggest nothing to the 
passerby. Customers may remark, “ nice lot of sponges,” 
and then forget all about the store and the sponges too. 
Sponges are a disorderly lot to arrange with any degree 
of symmetry or beauty, making it out of the question to 
have a pretty display. 

My plan for calling attention to my sponge stock is 
very cheap and simple. I make them up into figures. I 





A Sponge Donkey. 


have made so far a sponge man, a baby elephant and a 
donkey. My man was a 6-footer, with large abdomen, 
broad chest and an ugly mask for a face. He was a burly 
prize fighter, very fierce looking, and made quite a hit— 
as an advertisement. 

My elephant was about 3 feet high by 4% feet long. 
I used chamois skin for ears, loofahs for tusks and colored 
celluloid baby rattles for eyes. 

My donkey display, shown herewith, was about the 
same size. For ears I pinned two loofahs on his head, 
one slanting forward and one backward, gave him two 
black buttons for eyes, and there he was, all ready to let 
fly with both hind feet. It took me just two hours to 
nail four sticks to an oblong box for body and legs, one 
more stick on top for a neck, a wire for the tail, moisten 
about 200 5-cent sponges and wrap them with twine 
around the wooden frame, and my donkey was complete. 

I covered the bottom of my window with all kinds 
of good sponges, set the donkey among them, and every- 
body who saw the display grinned as they passed by. 
Nine customers out of ten would comment on the animal. 
Strangers would drop a remark, giving me a chance to 
get acquainted and make them remember my place of 
business. 

It is not necessary to make every detail of form and 
shape true to life. The very awkwardness of the thing 
will lend it plenty of beauty and originality and make it 
valuable as an ad, not only for the sponges, but for your 
store. 

It makes people think you are clever—which you may 
be—and original, which you are not, and leads many of 
them to believe that you understand your business, which 
very few of us do. But if any one who has seen your 
jackass happens to want a sponge, they will remember 
you—and the jackass. 
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STORE MANAGEMENT. 


Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 

In addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a busi- 
mess query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered. 


CARD-SIGNS AND PRICE TICKETS (Continued.) 


HE prevailing fashion in card-signs, as seen in the 
high-class city stores, is for white or light colored 
lettering on a low-toned ground. The card stock used 
for these signs is known in the paper trade as “ Melton ” 
card mounts. This is a board which is extensively used 
for mounting photographs. Although these cards have 
a smooth surface they resemble in colors and texture the 
ingrain wall paper that is commonly known as “ cartridge 
paper,” the colors being of various shades of gray, buff, 
bottle green, old blue and maroon. The foundation for 
the colors for lettering upon this dark colored board is a 
white paint made from zinc oxide or flake white (a superior 
sort of white lead), or from equal parts of the two. The 
pigments are ground by rubbing to a thin paste upon a 
ground glass slab with water, by the aid of a spatula. This 
“paste white ” is kept in a wide mouthed bottle and the 
paints mixed in small quantities as needed. For white, a 
little of the paste white is placed in a small saucer and 
about an equal quantity of mucilage added, and, if neces- 
sary, a few drops of water to thin it; or the mixing liquid 
may be “ boro-lac ” in which has been dissolved about 25 
per cent. of yellow dextrin. Various light colors may be 
made by tinting with a solution of aniline dye; this is 
best done by dipping the tip of the brush in the dye solu- 
tion and mixing it with the white. Otherwise one is lia- 
ble to over-tint it, and the best effect in lettering upon this 
dark card is obtained with the use of very light tints. 
Black is also used on cards of this sort, usually for 
shading the light colored letters, or the lettering may be 
done in black and shaded with white or a light tint. 


SHADING. 


Shading the principal lines or the headline of a card- 
sign adds greatly to its ornamental effect and eye-catching 
qualities. The shaded letters “ stand right out ” in a way 
that compels attention. It is a good rule to shade the 
principal lines of a sign that, by reason of a lack of con- 
trast between the coloring of letters and groundwork, 
seems to be lacking in “ snap ” and style. ; 

A handsome style of sign is one done upon light gray 
card in black lettering shaded with white. A still more 
refined effect is obtained by adding the least bit of blue 
and black to the white to produce a very light pearl-gray 
tint just off the white, for the shading color and also for 
the lettering of the minor lines; the heading of the card 
being black shaded with pearl-gray in a Roman letter, the 
body of the card in a small, plain Gothic letter done in the 
pearl-gray, while the bottom line containing the address 
or price is done in the same style as the head-line. 

The shading should always be placed at the right-hand 
side of the letters; care should be used to get the lower 
edge of the shading, along the bottom of the letters, a 
true, straight line, and a faint pencil line should be ruled 
to mark this lower line of the shade. Unless the bottom 
line of the shading is perfectly straight, the line of letter- 
ing will appear “ wobbly,” but where this is straight the 
rest of the shading may be quite imperfect and irregular 
without impairing the appearance of the sign. 
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“ Blocking ” would be a more appropriate term for 
what sign painters call “ shading,” for its effect is to make 
the letters stand out in relief as though each were cut from 
a thick block, the point of view being below and to the 
right of the letter, the principle being the same as draw- 
ing a cube in perspective. 

The printer does shading, proper, by first printing 
the desired lettering in a light tint for the shadow, then, 
with a shift of the gauge pins and a change of ink, the 
same form is printed in black or a dark color, so that the 
dark lettering appears a fraction of an inch to the left and 
above the position of the first printing, or shadow. The 
effect is as though the letters were detached from and 
threw their shadows upon the background. 


OUTLINING. 


Making the body of a letter of one color and outlining 
it with a contrasting color gives a handsome effect that is 
especially well adapted for the headline or the important 
lines of a card or for an initial letter. The beginner will 
find it easiest to first paint the body of the letter and after- 
ward the outline, striving when painting the latter to cor- 
rect any irregularities of form committed in painting the 
body part. After one has achieved steadiness of hand and 
the ability to draw fairly well, more artistic results can be 
obtained by doing the outline first with waterproof draw- 
ing ink and then filling in the body with a transparent 
color, the lettering so done having all the delicacy of a 
water-color in beauty of tint. 

The outlining may be done with a fine brush or a 
drawing pen; the Soennecken pens are well adapted for 
this work, and the waterproof drawing ink used for out- 
lining should preferably be black. Black is the safest un- 
less one has a good eye for color combinations. After 
the waterproof ink has become dry the body of the letter 
may be filled in with a brush and color without in any way 
disturbing the outlines. 

This filling in color should always be a transparent 
wash—that is, a thin dye solution or ink, rather than a 
paint—for if an opaque color is used it will cover up the 
outlines in part, causing them to appear ragged and un- 
even. Any of the aniline dye solutions may be used for 
this purpose, diluting with water to the required tint, to 
be ascertained by trying the color upon a piece of the card 
to be lettered, and adding a few drops of mucilage as a 
binder. 

“ FAKING.” 


A “faked” or “ faked up” sign is one that is em- 
bellished with a printed picture, or other design not the 
work of the card-writer, that is pasted down and painted 
around or touched up in such a way as to convey the im- 
pression of its being all “ hand-painted ” to the ordinary 
observer. 

“Faking ” is interesting work on account of the op- 
portunity it affords for the display of any ingenuity or 
originality possessed by the card-writer in the illustrating 
and ornamenting of his cards. 

If, for example, one desires to make a card advertis- 
ing hot water bags, a cut of a hot water bag of suitable 
size is secured and carefully cut out with a sharp pair 
of scissors, following the outline of the bag; this picture 
is then pasted at the left hand side of a card, and rubbed 
down very smooth and flat with the hand, a sheet of clean 
paper being laid over the cut during the rubbing. After 
the picture is dry it is washed over with a good sized 
camel-hair brush dipped in a thin blue-gray wash and the 
wash is carried some little distance beyond the edges of 
the bag with a circular motion of the brush so as to pro- 
duce a cloudlike effect about the bag, or “ vignette ” it as 
photographers say. Without this treatment the picture 
would appear just what it was, a cheap looking woodcut 
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pasted on the card; but with the effect of the vignetting it 
appears as though painted or printed directly upon the 
card, the wash blending the cut and card together so that 
they appear as one, and if the thing is well done it is hard 
to see where the card leaves off and the paper begins. If 
the demarkation is not concealed by the first wash it is 
gone over again when dry, until the proper effect is se- 
cured, care being taken not to extend these successive 
washes as far outward as the first or subsequent washes, 
so that the effect will be that of cloud upon cloud, and 
if the first wash has made the cut itself dark enough the 
succeeding washes are begun from the edges of the 
cut. The effect may be further heightened by painting 
in a cloud to simulate steam issuing from the mouth of 
the bag and a few wavy, tonguelike dabs of bright red and 
yellow may be placed under the bag to represent flames; 
or the whole bag may be over-painted with a medium 
shade of gray opaque color and the shadows put in with 
a dark shade of the same color and the high lights touched 
up with white; or the price or quality may be lettered 
across the face of the bag, and so on, ad Jib. In lettering 
the card, the leading or title line, “ Hot Water Bags,” 
may be done in black with a cloud of steam rising from 
the top of each letter and tongues of flame at the bottoms 
of the letters. 

The card-writer should keep a sharp lookout in the 
periodicals and posters that come to him for pictures suit- 
able for illustrating signs. A full-page cut from the ad- 
vertising columns of a paper or magazine will occasion- 
ally make a good picture for a card-sign. It is a good 
plan to clip all the bold and striking designs and keep in 
a portfolio the collection thus accumulated, then when an- 
illustration for a card is wanted the portfolio may be 
looked over to see if there is anything in it suitable for use. 
The printers’ and advertisers’ magazines are rich in cuts 
suitable for this work, the Inland Printer being especially 
valuable. 

In making a card to advertise any of “ our own ” spe- 
scialties, the writer usually embellishes the sign with a 
picture of the preparation. Our own cough cure is put 
up in a yellow folding carton. So in making the card 
the front is cut from a carton and pasted down solid 
upon the card and is then cubed or blocked out with yel- 
low paint to give it perspective, a lighter yellow than that 
of the carton being used to represent the top of the pack- 
age and a darker shade the side of the box shown in this 
perspective view of the package; a cloudlike form of me- 
dium gray is then pairlted beneath and to the right of the 
package, to represent the plane upon which the carton 
stands, and the shadow cast by it, and in this way we se- 
cure a fairly lifelike representation of the actual package. 
If the reader will turn to any catalogue or publication 
containing cuts of proprietary preparations he can see the 
manner of making this perspective view. 

If it is desired to make the picture of an unwrapped 
bottle, the bottle should be laid flat upon a smooth piece 
of heavy paper and the outline of the bottle drawn care- 
fully ; this is then cut out with a pair of scissors, making 
any alterations necessary to have it look more like the 
bottle in shape. Fold the cut-out down the center to see 
if the two sides are alike in outline and make any neces- 
sary corrections, redrawing on another sheet of paper 
and cutting another pattern if necessary. Now we have 
a pattern of the shape of the bottle, and it is only neces- 
sary to lay it upon the card and follow its outline with 2 
pencil. In this way patterns of the different bottles used 
may be made and kept on hand for use in sign making. | 

Say a preparation is Beef, Iron and Wine, put up in 
pint, green Baltimore oval bottles wrapped in transparent 
yellow parchment paper. The outline of the bottle 1s 
drawn upon a card with the aid of a paper pattern; to 


Ona alg mn 


a i ee 


- =a OO fF — = 


1s “<5 ¢ 


J 


ero 


wena 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


represent the brown liquid a brown wash tint, made with 
boro-lac, so that it will be water proof, is put into the 
body of the figures of the bottle, beginning at the line 
across the shoulder that indicates the height of the liquid 
in the bottle and filling the body of the bottle to within 
¥% inch of the pencil outline all around. When this is 
thoroughly dry the whole figure of the bottle is gone over 
with a greenish wash to represent the green glass of the 
bottle, and when this is dry a label of the preparation is 
pasted upon the figure of the bottle in proper position. 
The whole figure, label and all, is then gone over with a 
wash of transparent yellow, carrying the yellow color a 
fraction of an inch beyond the zreen outline all around. 
The folds of the parchment wrapper as they twist about 
the neck of the bottle are then indicated with a few spiral 
lines and streaks of opaque yellow color, and the picture 
is complete. 


PRE-HISTORIC PHARMACY IN AMERICA.’ 


By JoHN Uri LuLoyp. 
Cincinnati, O. 


HE poet Longfellow is reputed to have been visited by 

an English traveler who said, “ Your country, sir, 

is so awfully big and new one cannot see it in an age. 

Then, sir, there are no castles, no ruins to tell of old 
times.” 

Whether this story is fact or not, the expression voices 
the views of the majority of Europeans and I fear Amer- 
icans as well. As one reared from childhood among pre- 
historic mounds and man-made relics that speak of an 
American antiquity that is voiceless in its backward 
touches, I cannot but resent such groundless words. As 
one whose after-life was passed in connection with ex- 
plorations and excavations among these mounds and rel- 
ics of primitive man from which come no record concern- 
ing their creators, I cannot but offer a feeble protest. In 
boyhood days I wandered amid the burial places of a long- 
lost people. From the freshly washed gravel banks, deep 
in Kentucky soil, I collected shell-made pottery and uten- 
sils such as Indian tradition knew nothing about. And 
as I look back and ponder over such unappreciated anti- 
quarian riches once at my command but now lost forever, 
I wonder how any thoughtful man can consider America 
as a country just opened up to them. 

Grant to the so-called “Old World” all its marvel- 
ous antiquarian riches in stone and bronze, gold and pre- 
cious gems, and yet we have American monuments as a 
heritage of the past that possess a charm as touchingly 
ne nigg as are the tracings of dead civilizations in other 
ands. 

To pharmacists in particular is this study of these an- 
cient remains significant, for we find typified therein the 
fact that nations who lived and died and left no cry, word 
or page of print to tell their story, were master workmen 
with the mortar and pestle. 

But to study these relics we must pass from well- 
known Eastern American antiquities, such as the mound 
builders left in profusion in all this great Central West; 
we must pass the shell monuments of Florida and the 
connected chains of mounds that stretch from the mouth 
of the Mississippi to near the Dominion of Canada. This 
great region, even as far eastward as the Atlantic shore, 
is thickly dotted with the remains of a form of civiliza- 
tion that gives no other record of itself than upbuilded 
mounds of mud and heaps of shell, and utensils such as 
very primitive people use for self-existence. _ 

Turn from this forgotten people to the great South- 
west, that land so recently carved out of the so-called 


1 Read before the American Pharmaceutical Association at Philadel- 
Phia, September, 1902. 
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wilderness which in our boyhood was defined as a part 
of the great American desert. A marvelous scene pre- 
sents itself. Behold! this is not a new land. New to 
modern man it may be, but nevertheless a country literal- 
ly dotted with villages and houses, a land rich in habita- 
tions of forgotten races. ‘‘ Unexplored territory” has 
this been called but recently, this country that carries in 
itself lingering evidences of man’s antiquated handiwork 
sufficient in themselves to astound one who stands amid its 
ruins. Silent villages and abodes by the thousands are 
here, carved avenues in solid rock, stone-built houses 
standing as if deserted but recently. And yet back again 
are hillocks that, built in dimmer distances, show where 
in preceding ages buildings have crumbled into dust in 
this arid atmosphere that dries, and where decay is un- 
known. A section of this land as large as a mighty Eu- 
ropean empire was once covered with lava. Through it 
peep the ruins of stone houses whose builders left no cry 
to tell of that seismic convulsion, perhaps periods of con- 
vulsion. Man dare not conjecture its location in the cen- 
turies lost to time. Here in this New World’s oldness are 
dwellings that astound us even to-day, a single stone- 
built house covering five acres, with fragments of its 
walls yet standing, five stories high, over two hundred 
rooms on the ground floor... Here are chains of dwell- 
ings cut into solid stone cliffs and perpendicular cafion 
sides practically inaccessible now to man. And in the 
desert afar stand deserted villages where to-day the ex- 
plorer must carry water to drink and needs be careful, 
too, that his supply does not give out, for in those sun- 
burned houses of the desert once teeming with life no 
drop of water is to be found. Thousands of abodes and 
villages in cliff and desert and valley, from Utah and 
Colorado in the north, reach down into Mexico and Cen- 
tral America, where deserted pyramids and ruins of great 
temples abound, Silent are one and all. Their human 
records are as hoary puzzles as is the Ohio mound that 
stands on the height near where these lines are written. 

Of the ruins of the Old World we hear much. Much 
that is tangible history have their people left to tell their 
story. But the ruins of this so-called New World, from 
Atlantic to Pacific, from Alaska to South America, rest 
in absolute pre-historic darkness. No written word, no 
voice, no tradition, no legend, no mythological line in 
stone or papyrus to say aught concerning the lives that 
came and went in those great tragedies played in time 
lost to man. 

From out this fascinating Southwest land, covered 
with its relics of pottery, baskets, stone implements, and 
such, come down to us pharmacists the link that binds us 
professionally to these silenced nations. A profusion of 
mortars and pestles, granite, lava and sandstone, litter’ 
their deserted habitations. Some of these mortars are 
of prodigious size and show the effects of what seem to 
be ages of pestle toil. These were food grinders, and 
their owners must have been expert knights of the pestle, 
beyond compare. Other mortars are very small and needs 
must have been used for concocting arrow poisons and 
medicines. Grading up from little ones the mortars of 
the cliff builder grow to a dished cavity in the adjacent 
mountain of lava. 

The pestles are a study in themselves, varying as they 
do in size and shape, in accordance with the dish of the 
mortar bowl and the use to be made of the utensil. Thus 
some of them made of the hardest lava and yet much worn 
by use, exhibit peculiarities that puzzle one who studies 
them with thoughtful care. Accept that the people who 
made and used them were masters of the utensils that give 
us our professional emblem, and we do them justice only. 


‘ Records of the last. 
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Indeed, we must award them an exalted position in our 
art, for they teach us lessons concerning the pestle’s 
form, which with us is one common pattern, but with 
them varied both as to texture and model. 

sut I must not take your time by details that space 
will not permit. Possibly, if the subject is important 
enough to others, I may some time present the study of 
this subject in which I am now involved with the utmost 
charm to myself. 





PRACTICAL URANALYSIS BY THE PHAR- 
MACIST. 





Its Availability as a Profitable Side Line—How It Adds 
to the Professional Standing of the Pharmacist—His 
Fitness for the Work—Hints on the Use of Appa- 
ratus—The Question of Expense. 


Pharmacist was the title of a paper read before the 

meeting of the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society 
this month by Chas. F. Dyna. In his opening remarks he 
said he would not go into a long chemical discourse or 
give instruction in how to use the microscope; but he wished 
to show from his own knowledge and experience that uranal- 
ysis was one of the most profitable adjuncts to the retail 
trade, although, notwithstanding this fact, it was a field but 
very little developed by pharmacists generally. He said that 
uranalysis was a valuable adjunct for a number of reasons— 
namely, the direct pecuniary remuneration, the increased 
esteem and appreciation of the physician, and the reputation 
gained from patient and friends. 

“As to the first point,” said he, “I have found that a 
charge of $2 for an examination, microscopical and chemical, 
quantitative as to urea, and albumen or glucose, if either be 
present, and qualitative as to other ingredients, is very sel- 
dom objected to. If the physician wishes a quantitative esti- 
mation of other salts, such as urates, sulphates, phosphates, 
chlorides, etc., I add $2 for each such estimation. 

“Such an examination as mentioned first should not take 
over one hour, and as the actual cost of the reagents used is 
so small as hardly to be estimated, I know of no other way 
the pharmacist can earn so large a profit on work performed. 

“Of course, if other quantitative analyses are asked for, 
the time required will be longer, but even so, we must re- 
member that we are not giving our entire time to it (there will 
be plenty of time to attend the store), and besides, we are 
reeivins, extra compensation. 

“As to the second point. The fact is so well known that 
it is hardly worth wasting time to reiterate it, that a thor- 
ough examination of urine is of the greatest diagnostic value 
to the physician. In many cases it is absolutely necessary. 
And who is better fitted by actual training for this work than 
the pharmacist. The physician realizes this, even though 
the curricula of all reputable colleges of medicine of to-day 
include a thorough course of uranalysis. The laboratory 
training, the practical handling of glasses and reagents is not 
strictly within the province of the average doctor, and he is 
only too pleased to know the pharmacist to whom he can 
send a specimen when he wishes a thorough report made. 
Besides, facilities are not always at hand for the physician 
to make a proper examination. And, again, the busy physi- 
cian (and he is the one that needs examinations oftener than 
his less fortunate brother) certainly has seldom the time to 
sacrifice, even if he has the experience and facility, for a 
proper analysis, and to him the pharmacist who does the 
work is an absolute necessity; and I am quite sure this same 
pharmacist will not be forgotten when prescriptions are to 
be filled in his neighborhood. 

Now about the third source of uranalysis as a profit maker. 
It is a human trait and a pretty universal one for a person 
to look up to and respect another whose knowledge of a cer- 
tain subject is much more complete and thorough than his 
own. The pharmacist in any community enjoys this respect 
from his customers to a greater or less extent; the greater the 
extent and consequent confidence, the greater his gain. And 
don’t you think, gentlemen, the fact that from you came the 
report which in a large degree determined the physician’s 
treatment is a pretty good feather in your cap? And remember 
further that the patient has friends and acquaintances who 
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will hear about this or be shown the report if, as happens ip 
very many cases, the physician leaves the report with the 
patient. : 

“So much for my claim that uranalysis is a profitable ad- 
junct to our business in more ways than one. 

“Of course there may be objections to my views; undoubt- 
edly there will be. But the only one of any consequence ap- 
pearing to me is the question of expense attached to fitting 
up a proper laboratory, and I have tried to figure out about 
what the cost would amount to. I know none of us will con- 
fess to being too old to take up any new study that will ulti- 
mately mean dollars and cents to us. A good course in 
uranalysis can be had in either of the colleges of pharmacy, 
the Post Graduate of New York, or from quite a number of 
private instructors, at a cost of about $25, the time required 
being two or three months, according to the amount of time 
that can be devoted to receiving instruction. As to the ap- 
paratus necessary, the first and most important is the micro- 
scope. Microscopes can be had at most any price, acording 
to the size of your purse or the drift of your fancy. I use a 
Bausch & Lomb instrument for all my work with very good 
results, and this firm, I find, have a very good line of do- 
mestic instruments at a very reasonable figure. I should 
say for all necessary work an instrument with a 1-inch eye- 
piece, preferably a double nose-piece, and 2-3 and 1-6 objec- 
tives would answer. Such a microscope can be obtained from 
B. & L. for $53, list. The next highest item in the outfit is 
the centrifuge. It is well understood that the fresher a speci- 
men of urine is from which a microscopic examination is 
wanted the more accurate will be the report. The organic 
bodies contained therein are so easily decomposed by the 
chemical changes the urine undergoes that they become un- 
recognizable or entirely destroyed in a very short time. For 
this reason the old method of allowing the urine to settle in 
a test glass, a process requiring from 12 to 24 hours, has been 
to a great extent replaced by the use of the centrifuge, which 
will sedimentate any specimen in from one to three minutes, 
The prices of these also vary greatly. Queen & Co., of Fifth 
avenue, New York, have a very fair centrifuge, good enough 
for all urinary work, at $10, and an exceptionally good one, 
eapable of 10,000 revolutions a minute, at $20. These are the 
two heaviest items in our bill. 

“A ureometer can be had for $1. Doremus’ with Hinds’ 
improvement at $4 is a very accurate apparatus for estimat- 
ing the amount of urea. Urinometers come from 50 cents 
up, but if you will pay $1.75 for Squibbs’ I am sure you will 
not regret it. This urinometer is the most correct one I know 
of. The only disadvantage is that the readings are standard- 
ized at 77 degrees F., a little too high for ordinary practice. 
However, Mr. De Young, of E. R. Squibb & Son, has been 
kind enough to compare the readings of their hydrometer at 
my request at different degrees of temperature, with the 
result that he has found the specific gravity to vary about 
one point in the third decimal place with each 5 4-5 degrees F. 
Sterns’ urino-glucosometer is an exceptionally good instru- 
ment for estimating the percentage of sugar. The price is 
about $5. Esbach’s albuminometer for determining the per- 
centage by weight approximately, if wanted, can be had for 
75 cents. A couple of burettes and a few beakers will com- 
plete the outfit. I think in most any store can be found old 
glass stoppered perfume bottles, enough to hold all necessary 
reagents, thus beside avoiding an expense adding to the neat 
appearance of the laboratory. 

“Thus we have here an outlay of a little over $100; not 
such a large item, and a sum which, once invested, will be 
returned with larger interest than any other similar invest- 
ment will yield.” 





Some Peculiar Prescriptions.— By J. C. McElroy 
(Druggists’ Circular, June).—The author presents sev- 
eral prescriptions taken from his files showing various 
faults. In one the quantities of heroin and terpin hy- 
drate are transposed with the result that an excessive 
dose of heroin is ordered. In another the mistake is 
made of prescribing several opiates in the same prescrip- 
tion, which practice has before now proven to be very un- 
safe. The third prescribes two ounces of potassium 
bromide in eight ounces of tincture of simulo, with di- 
rections that it be made into a solution, which is, of course, 
absolutely impossible. Another prescription cited is one 
combining tincture of guaiac and spirit of nitrous ether, 
the well known color change which takes place being the 
peculiar feature of it. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





SCIENTIFIC. 


The Sterilization of Catgut.—Debochy (Journal de 
Pharmacie et de Chimie, June 1st) concludes his re- 
searches on the sterilization of catgut with the statement 
that heat alone cannot be relied upon for the steriliza- 
tion of catgut ligatures for surgeons’ use. The only sat- 
isfactory method in his opinion is that devised by him- 
self, which consists in depriving the catgut of fat by im- 
mersing it in carbon disulphide, then immersing the 
threads in a 2 per cent. solution of silver nitrate for fif- 
teen days, and finally washing them in sterile alcohol. 
The strands are kept in alcohol to which has been added 
some naphthol or carbolic acid. 

The Oxidation of Morphine by the Juice of Russula 
Deliciosa was studied by Bougeault (Chemische Zeitung, 
1902, p. 585). He found that a solution of 2 Gm. mor- 
phine hydrochloride, 50 Cc. of water and 200 Cc. of 
Russula juice, when dried in the air for twenty-four 
hours became cloudy and deposited small crystals. After 
three or four days the precipitation was complete, and the 
solution again became clear. The crystals consist of 
oxymorphine hydrochloride, from which the base may be 
precipitated by dissolving in hot water and precipitating 
with a solution of sodium carbonate. The oxymorphine 
can be separated from the morphine by means of the sul- 
phates, as oxymorphine sulphate is soluble in water with 
great difficulty (1 to 500). 

Analysis of the Urine in a Patient That Had Taken 
Lemon Juice-—M. Schmitt (Répertoire de Pharmacie, 
July 1oth) analyzed the urine of a rheumatic pa- 
tient who was taking as a cure a large amount of 
lemon juice, with a view of determining what ef- 
fect the lemon juice has upon the volume, the acid- 
ity and the amount of urea in the urine. Chemical- 
ly the role of the lemon is double, for it acts as 
an alkali and as an acid-alcohol. Thereby it approaches the 
role of sugars, for the destruction of the acid alcohols in 
the body is equivalent to that of the sugars. The lemon 
juice-cure is analogous to the whey-cure or the raisin- 
cure, for in raisins there is tartaric acid and glucose, in 
whey lactose and lactic acid and in lemons citric acid. 
The effect of lemon juice in large doses on the urine is, as 
the author proves: 1, To diminish markedly the acidity 
of the urine; 2, to diminish markedly the amount of urea 
eliminated, and 3, to increase the amount of urine voided. 

Tests of Efficiency Applied to Dentifrices.—Pelnar, of 
Prague (Medicinisch-klinische Rundschau, 1902, 11) 
examined some dentrifrices which found a ready sale in 
that city. A good dentifrice must fulfill the following 
conditions: It must not be toxic, it must be neutral in re- 
action and must not contain any substance capable of 
forming an acid salt, for the latter may, by being lib- 
erated, attack the enamel of the teeth. It should not at- 
tack the mucous membrane of the mouth. It must be a 
deodorizer and refreshing; must possess an agreeable 
taste, and must be antiseptic. The toxicity of a dentifrice 
may be tested by injecting it into guinea pigs subcutane- 
ously. The reaction in most cases is neutral, and can be 
tested with litmus paper or with the solution of phenol- 
phthalein. The effect of a dentifrice upon the mucosa 
may be judged by placing it undiluted in contact with the 
mucous membrane. After a few seconds the mucous 
membrane grows white, and after a few minutes there 
may be a true inflammation. If the action of the denti- 
frice is strong the mucosa may become detached. The 


germicidal power of the solutions tested was not found 
satisfactory, for they did not kill germs and did not im- 
pede their growth. The dentifrices at present on the 
European market therefore do not respond to the require- 
ments of hygiene. 


The Determination of Lactose in Milk. By M. G. 
Patein (képertoire de Pharmacie, July toth).—The 
methods heretofore employed for the determination of 
the amount of sugar of milk may be divided into 
two groups—namely, those involving measuring or 
weighing, which are conducted by means of copper 
solutions, and those which are performed by the aid 
of the polariscope. The difference between the data 
obtained by means of the polariscope and those given 
by chemical methods is often as high as 10 grammes 
per litre. The cause of this is that while the chem- 
ical methods are sufficiently exact, the polariscopic 
methods require that the sugar solution be free from 
all foreign bodies which act upon polarized light. 
The acetate and subacetate of lead which have been em- 
ployed for eliminating such substances give a sense of 
false security, for they leave a series of substances in 
solution in the milk examined, which include certain ab- 
buminous bodies, whose lzvo-rotatory power neutralizes a 
part of the dextro-rotatory power of lactose. The author 
recommends the following method which eliminates the 
substances that interfere with the polarimetry of lactose 
in milk. Fifty cubic Cm. of milk are first measured, 10 
cubic Cm. of the nitromercuric reagent are added, and 
enough water is added to make 100 Cc. The mixture is 
shaken and filtered. The acid nitrate of mercury elimi- 
nates the eritire amount of albuminoid substances in milk, 
and should therefore be used in preparing the milk for 
polariscopic examination. 


The Action of Various Chromium Compounds Upon 
Gelatin. By R. Namais (Bolletino Chemico Farmaceutico, 
August).—The chromium compounds have the most 
marked effect of all those agents which render gelatin in- 
soluble. Each compound of chromium has, however, a 
slightly different effect in this respect. The most marked 
effect is obtained by means of the ordinary chrome-alum 
of commerce. The author found, however, that in cer- 
tain concentrations this salt lost its power of rendering 
gelatin insoluble, a fact due to its acidity. When the 
solution of chrome-alum becomes distinctly acid in reac- 
tion it loses its power of rendering gelatin insoluble. The’ 
addition of ammonia in such cases has but a limited ef- 
fect, for a precipitate of chromium hydroxide is formed 
in such cases, which dissolves but very slightly in the 
acids present in the solution. Only heat and successive 
additions of ammonia can completely neutralize these 
chromium solutions. Ammonia must therefore be added 
in excess and the boiling continued for some time after- 
ward, a little hydroxide of chromium remaining, after 
this boiling, undissolved in the solution. Under these 
circumstances a basic salt is formed which has the high- 
est power of rendering gelatin insoluble. The same 
method of neutralization, if applied to potassium chrome- 
alum, produces a salt that is but slightly less active in 
causing insolubility of gelatin than the ammonium 
chrome-alum. Experiments performed by the author 
with other salts of chromium, however, showed that these 
had very slight effect in producing insolubility of gelatin. 
Exceptions were noted in the case of the bichromates 
which were found very active in rendering gelatin in- 
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soluble. In these bichromates the chromic acid which 
is present in excess was reduced to chromium oxide in 
the presence of gelatin, and the latter, in the presence of 
the still unreduced chromic acid, forms a basic salt of 
chromium, which becomes more basic the further the re- 
duction goes on. The brown color in the gelatin is due 
to the formation of a basic chromate. The ammonium 
bichromate is more active in this respect, according to 
the author, than the corresponding salt of potassium. 
The alum salts, especially potassium alum, have a far less 
marked effect in making gelatin insoluble. These facts 
are applicable in a great variety of industries, such as, 
for instance, in photography; in making waterproof ma- 
terials, etc. 


Report of Committee on Acquirement of the Drug 
Habit. By H. P. Hynson, chairman (American Jour- 
nal of Pharmacy, November).—This report, which was 
presented at the recent A. Ph. A. meeting, gives the re- 
sults of an extensive investigation, and embodies the in- 
formation received in answer to nearly 1,000 inquiries 
sent out by the committee. From these answers, and also 
from information obtained through the wholesale and 
manufacturing drug trade, and from reports of the 
United States Treasury Department, the committee con- 
cludes that the use of opiates, cocaine and other drugs of 
a similar nature has increased, and is increasing to an 
alarming extent. In conclusion the committee suggests 
that more stringent, and if possible uniform, laws be 
adopted by the several States, with a view of preventing 
the ready and indiscriminate sale of drugs for which a 
habit might be acquired. 


The Recognition of Synthetic Chemicals in the Com- 
ing Edition of the United States Pharmacopaia. By M. 
I. Wilbert (American Journal of Pharmacy, Novem- 
ber).—The author asserts that the popularity of many 
if not all of the newer synthetic chemicals, is more ap- 
parent than real, and that it depends largely on the very 
liberal advertising that is done by the manufacturer or his 
agents. Asa solution of the problem of official recogni- 
tion, he offers the suggestion that no chemical substance 
should be admitted to the Pharmacopeeia during the time 
it is being actively advertised, and under no consideration 
should the trade-marked name or title be recognized in 
any way by the Pharmacopceia. 


Microscopy of Some Powders of the United States 
Pharmacopeia. By John H. Thomas (Druggists’ Cir- 
cular, June).—The author has considered only those pow- 
ders which contain substances of organic origin. He de- 
scribes under separate headings the most prominent and 
distinguishing morphological features of the constitu- 
ents of aromatic powder, compound liquorice powder, 
Dover’s powder, compound jalap powder and compound 
rhubarb powder. The paper is illustrated with drawings 
of the characteristic cells, starch grains, fibers, etc., found 
in these different powders. 


The Writing of a Thesis. By A. R. L. Dohme 
(American Journal of Pharmacy, November) .—Af- 
ter defining what was originally meant by the word 
thesis, the writer gives some pregnant advice to the stu- 
dent on what to attempt when writing a thesis. He 
makes a strong plea for original investigation, and sug- 
gests that each thesis contain at least one new fact. In 
concluding he suggests a number of subjects on which 
additional information would be timely and desirable, and 
also indicates the most desirable sources for literature on 
what has been done along the same lines. 


TECHNICAL. 


The Influence of Different Developers When Sev- 
eral Are Present in the Same Solution consists principal- 
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ly in an increase in the total activity of the solution. Ac- 
cording to Lueppo-Cramer (Chemische Zeitung, 1902, 
Rep. 208) a mixture of 25 Cc. metol solution and 25 Cc. 
of hydroquinone solution with 25 Cc. of potash solution 
gives a far more marked reduction than the double 
amount of metol and alkali alone. 


Ointments With Insoluble Active Principles—Cambe 
(Journal de Pharmacie du Sud-est, June) calls attention 
to the fact discovered by Crouzel that in ointments with 
insoluble substances incorporated in petrolatum, the dif- 
ferences in density between the active substances and the 
vehicle cause a precipitation of the former, which goes on 
slowly and increases with the age of the ointment. On 
examining various samples of mercurial ointment, made 
with lard, the author found that the same phenomenon 
could be observed. Separating this ointment into layers, 
and examining the various layers as to their contents in 
mercury, he found that the upper strata contained far less 
mercury than the lower ones. In the lowest layers the 
globules of mercury were visible to the naked eye. He 
found, for instance, in the upper layer 37.56 per cent., in 
the next layer 51.98 per cent. and in the lowest layer 
57-99 per cent. He concluded from this that it is advis- 
able to subject older ointments to a remixing so as to 
make them homogeneous once more. 


Incompatibility of Calomel With Cocaine Hydro- 
chloride.—Jean (L’union Pharmaceutique, July) calls 
attention to the incompatibility between calomel and co- 
caine hydrochloride, which was described by Schell in 
1891. Schell found that when cocaine hydrochloride was 
dissolved in water, and a drop of the solution was placed 
in contact with calomel, the latter assumed a gray- 
ish-slate-colored hue, due to the reduction of the calomel 
to metallic mercury. Some physicians prescribed oint- 
ments containing calomel and cocaine hydrochloride, and 
pharmacists are puzzled in such cases to find a way of 
avoiding the grayish precipitate which forms. Jean ad- 
vises that the calomel be mixed first with the fat body 
and then the cocaine can be added in the form of a solu- 
tion. In this way the particles of calomel are first coated 
with fat, so that the cocaine has not the opportunity of 
reaching them at once. Desesquelle (Bulletin Medical, 
July 5th) suggested that a white ointment may be ob- 
tained by not dissolving the cocaine but adding it in pow- 
dered form to the ointment. The process of Jean is to 
be preferred according to the Répertoire de Pharmacie 
(October roth), because it is a principle in pharmacy that 
substances soluble in water which enter into the composi- 
tion of ointment should be dissolved before they are in- 
corporated. 


The Silver Plating of Vessels. By M. Carles (Réper- 
toire de Pharmacie, July 1oth).—In an article on Cop- 
per in Pharmaceutical Products (Répertoire, 1901, 
page 481) the author called attention to the pres- 
ence of copper in extracts. He noted at the time 
that the quantity of copper found in these prep- 
arations was proportionate to the acidity of the ma- 
terials used. As a number of the acids concerned 
were volatile, it was to be deplored that there was more 
copper found in extracts prepared in vacuo than in those 
prepared in open air. Finally he called attention to the 
fact that superior pharmaceutical products may be found 
in laboratories that use silver plated utensils. A manu- 
facturer recently wrote to the author saying that he had 
heeded the author’s advice, and had replaced his copper 
vessels with silver plated ones. Not only do his extracts 
contain no copper and no tin, but his acid syrups are so 
much better now that the silver plating has proved a 
source of profit. The vessels are far more easily kept 
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clean, and there is no need of retinning them so often. 
He calculated that the expense of tinning over and over 
was such that the first expense of silver plating would 
be rapidly saved. He weighed his silver plated vessels 
and found that they remained undiminished in weight 
since the first day when they were used. It is true they 
must be taken care of more sedulously than other ves- 
sels, but the laboratory workers remembering that they 
have to deal with silver plated articles are naturally more 
careful. 


The Iodine Content of Tincture of Iodine.—E. Beutt- 
ner (Schweizerische Wochenschrift fue Pharmacie und 
Chemie, 1902) found that the iodine contained in the 
tincture of iodine rapidly diminishes with age. In one 
month the amount of iodine may reach below the mini- 
mum level prescribed by the Pharmacopeeia. The de- 
struction of the iodine is favored by heat, and the tincture 
is to be kept in a cool place. It is not necessary to pre- 
serve the tincture from light. The free iodine which dis- 
appears is transformed into hydriodic acid. A method of 
determining the amount of hydriodic acid contained in 
the tincture should be devised. 


The Incompatibility of Protargol with Zinc Sulphate. 
By M. Desvignes( Répertoire de Pharmacie, July toth). 
—Astruc and Cambe recently called attention to the in- 
compatibility between protargol and substances used in 
injections, such as cocaine hydrochloride. The author 
adds another incompatibility of protargol to the list by 
calling attention to its action with zinc sulphate. He 
learned this while trying to dispense a prescription writ- 
ten by an oculist and calling for 20 Gm. of distilled wa- 
ter, 1 Gm. of protargol and 0.20 Gm. of zinc sulphate. The 
solution of protargol, which was quite dark, became com- 
pletely decolorized on the addition of the zinc salt, and 
an abundant precipitate formed. As the solution was in- 
tended to be dropped into the eye, it was impossible to 
dispense a liquid with solids in suspension, and on filter- 
ing the mixture its curative value was very greatly im- 
paired. The precipitate formed in this mixture was 
soluble in ammonia. 


Who Owns a Physician's Prescription.—M. P. Carles 
(Répertoire de Pharmacie, September 1oth) writes on 
this question apropos of a recent discussion in the Bor- 
deaux Pharmaceutical Society. This body decided that 
a prescription belongs to the one who has paid for it to a 
physician. In the large cities of France this rule is gen- 
erally recognized, and the pharmacist contents himself 
with taking a copy of the prescription in a book kept for 
that purpose, stamping the original with a seal bearing 
the name of the firm, and returning it to the customer. 
In the smaller towns and the country this usage is, how- 
ever, modified and often a mixed system exists. The 
reasons for this are that in the country the physician rare- 
ly writes the directions on the prescription, usually giv- 
ing them verbally, as the people often cannot read, and 
also that if the prescription were returned to the cus- 
tomer he would probably mislay it among other papers 
of no value or lose it, not recognizing its nature. He 
therefore prefers to leave the prescription with the phar- 
macist, and to have a number stamped on his bottle, en- 
abling him to renew the medicine when wanted. Be- 
sides, in the country people like to have accounts with the 
pharmacist, so the latter likes to keep the prescriptions 
as a kind of proof of his claim on the debtors. In the 
work of lodges or mutual aid societies, the prescriptions 
are never returned to the patient, but kept by the pharma- 
cist until the time comes for rendering his bill, every 
four months, to the society. The objection to this system 
is that the secretary of the society in this manner can 
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know what some of the members are suffering from, in 
reading certain prescriptions, and that thus professional 
secrecy is violated, but this the member knows, and if he 
wishes to keep his disease secret, he need only pay for 
the medicine himself and have the prescription returned 
to him. Once deposited with the pharmacist the pre- 
scription is a sealed secret, and outside of judicial author- 
ity none has access to it, not even the signer (?). The 
pharmacist must not return to a patient a prescription in 
which there is a marked error on the part of the pre- 
scriber, which he has no right to correct. In such a case 
the prescription is to be kept and returned to the physi- 
cian, but a certified copy may be furnished the patient 
upon request if the physician, after his attention has been 
called to the error, persists in ordering the prescription 
put up in the original form. 


COMMERCIAL. 


Some Observations of An Outsider. By B. A. Wange- 
mann (Western Druggist, August).—The author attrib- 
utes the untoward condition of the drug trade to the 
“somnolence produced by insufficiency of oxygen. The 
lethargy resulting from lack of physical exercise and the 
mental stagnation due to the semi-hermitic life of the 
average retail druggist.” As a remedy he urges the soli- 
dification into one compact whole of the great majority of 
the 50,000 druggists and their 150,000 clerks and their 
co-operation toward the general betterment of conditions. 


Advertising the Country Drug Store. By H. C. Brad- 
ford (Western Druggist, August).—The author recom- 
mends the use of the country paper, but insists upon the 
necessity of having the space used correctly. It is a clean 
waste of good money if the advertisements are not well 
written and frequently changed. The show window in the 
country drug store is nearly always neglected. It is a 
great deal of trouble to keep up a show window in good 
style, but it is a trouble that is well paid for. It is bet- 
ter to concentrate in window displays than to have a num- 
ber of different articles. Do not make patent medicine 
displays except when paid for them. Do up packages 
containing one of every kind of almanac, circular or 
printed matter at hand, and give these to every farmer 
who comes in. On busy days send a boy around to put a 
little roll of these into each wagon on the streets. 


A Novel Pharmacy. By A. S. Braud (Western Drug- 
gist, August).—The author is now building a store of 
unique construction. It is a double store with an arch 
above each door, one side bearing the legend, “ The La- 
dies’ Pharmacy,” and the other, “ The Gentlemen’s Phar- 
macy.” The partition between the two departments will 
consist of shelves closed on both sides with glass doors 
so that the contents of the shelves are accessible from 
either side, the shelf bottles being labeled on both sides. 
The ladies’ pharmacy will be in charge of a woman, and 
a man will be in charge of the gentlemen’s pharmacy. 
There will be one prescription counter for both, and in the 
front part of the store between the two offices will be a 
horseshoe-shaped parlor around the soda fountain. The 
building is fifty feet front by sixty feet in depth, thus giv- 
ing ample room. 


The Apprentice of Former Days. By William Mc- 
Intyre (American Journal of Pharmacy, November ).— 
In this paper the author gives a number of interesting 
reminiscences of his early experiences in the profession of 
pharmacy. After referring to some of the changes that 
have been brought about, in the ways and methods of con- 
ducting the business of a drug store, he mentions in a 
reminiscent way some of the leaders of the earlier periods. 





AMERICAN 


DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 





Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





State Board Interchanging With the Illinois 
Board.— H. O. L. asks us to publish the names of the 
State Boards of Pharmacy which recognize the registra- 
tion certificates of the State Board of Illinois. 

A number of State Boards of Pharmacy accept the 
registration certificates of the Illinois State Board in lieu 
of an examination, provided that the applicant holds a 
certificate by examination and had obtained an average of 
5 per cent. above the required percentage, which latter 
must not be under 70 per cent. Some licensing boards 
will not exchange with the Illinois Board because the 
latter refuses to exchange with them. The information 
in our possession is that the following boards accept the 
examination certificates of the Illinois State Board of 
Pharmacy in lieu of examination, subject to conditions— 
to wit.: Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
North Dakota, South Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Washington. 

Wisconsin will accept the certificates of boards which 
set an examination of the Wisconsin standard—i. e.: five 
years’ experience in pharmacy and a standing of 80 per 
cent. or more. 


Purdy’s Salicylate Mixture.—A. M. M.—The 
name by which the mixture described in your query is 
known in the Bellevue Dispensary, where it was orig- 
inated by Dr. Harry R. Purdy, of this city, is Mistura 
Ferri Citro-Salicylici. The following are the proportions 
for a 4-ounce mixture: 

Acid salicylic 

Potassium citrate i 

Tincture of ferric chloride. ................-se0% fl. 3ij 

Lo Ie ee ere oes fi. 3ij 

Wintergreen oil 


ee eT TT eee eee TE ee es fl. 3iv 
Ammonium acetate solution, enough to make....fl. Ziv 


It is advised in compounding this mixture to dissolve 
the potassium citrate in the water, the tincture of ferric 
chloride, wintergreen oil and glycerin being added to the 
solution thus formed. Dissolve the salicylic acid in the 
solution of ammonium acetate, mix both solutions, and 
add enough ammonium acetate solution to complete the 
volume. 

The average adult dose of this mixture is 1 fluid 
drachm. 


Godfrey’s Cordial.— F. E—This is the Mistura 
Sassafras et Opii of the National Formulary, its com- 
position being as follows: 

Oil of sassafras Ce. 1 [or Mxij] 

Tincture of opium, U. 8. P...Cc. 35 [or fl. 3 1, Mxxxij] 

Ce. 50 [or fl. 3ix] 

Potassium carbonate Gm. 8 [or 3ij] 

Molasses Ce. 325 [or fl. 3x] 

Water, enough to make........ Ce. 1,000 [or fl. 3xxxij] 


Mix the tincture of opium with the alcohol in which 
the oil of sassafras had previously been dissolved. Dis- 
solve the potassium carbonate in about 16 fluid ounces of 
water, mix this with the molasses, then add the mixture 
first prepared, and, lastly, enough water to make 2 pints, 
or if metric measures have been used, 1 litre. Allow the 
mixture to become clear by standing, then pour off the 
liquid portion and preserve it for use. 

Each fluid drachm of the preparation contains 2 
minims of tincture of opium, corresponding to about 
I-5 grain of opium. 


Embalming Fluids.— C. V. asks for the formula 
of an embalming fluid, such as is used by undertakers. 
The essential constituent of all effective embalming 
fluids is mercuric chloride, or some similarly acting salt, 
the solvent usually employed being alcohol. A recent 
formula calls for the following ingredients in the propor- 
tions given: 
Arsenous acid : 
Mercuric chloride 30.0 
Solution of carbolic acid (5 per cent.).......... 3,250.0 
Wood alcohol 200. 


Fuschin, q. s. to tint. 

The formula for an injection fluid for an adult male, 
as recommended recently by an authority in the London 
Lancet, follows: 

Mercurie chloride 1% to 2072. 

CTC. a er ELSE Re NE aes nies 10 to 80 oz. 

Wood alcohol, enough to make............... 2% gals. 
Fuschin, q. s. to tint. 

A new process recently devised provides for the use 
of non-poisonous substances. A French authority em- 
ploys a mixture of potassium nitrate, 40 Gm.; potassium 
carbonate, 40 Gm., and glycerin, 1 litre, which he injects 
into the aorta in quantity sufficient to cause a slight 
swelling of the body. 

Zinc chloride has long been used for purposes of em- 
balming, and is an excellent preservative, but a much 
— quantity of it is required than of corrosive sub- 
imate. 


_ Egg Shampoo.— M.—The bulk of these prepara- 
tions are “ egg” in name only. They consist usually of a 
stiff soap paste, the following being a typical formula: 


To the coarsely powdered soap contained in a suit- 
able vessel add the water in which has been dissolved the 
potassium carbonate and heat over a water bath until 
melted. Then add the glycerin, and when a homogeneous 
mixture is produced cool a sample, and if too firm add 
water in quantity sufficient to produce a preparation of 
the desired consistency. Perfume may be added to suit 
the taste. 


A GENUINE EGG SHAMPOO 


of a fluid consistency is recommended to be made as fol- 
lows: 


OUNIMEMEDESS eee hay eee GS ctl a il oe A ae No., 3 
Spirit of soap, N. F 
Potassium carbonate 


Bergamot oil 
Geranium oil 


The eggs are first whipped thoroughly in a Dover or 
other egg beater and then diluted with the rose water, 
gradually added. Next add the ammonia water, potas- 
sium carbonate and spirit of soap combined in one mix- 
ture, and after the whole has been thoroughly incor- 
porated add the perfume oils with constant stirring. 


Pine Tar Shampoo.— M.—Follow the directions 
and formula for the egg shampoo first quoted, substi- 
tuting for the potassium carbonate there called for an 
equal quantity (3ss.) of Alkaline Solution of Tar, N.F. 
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Hair Dye Which Turns the Hair Green.— 
G. L. writes: “ Would you please state what ingredients 
used in hair dyes turn the hair green after a few days, 
and quote a formula containing them. Will anything 
remove the green color once formed without injuring the 
skin or the hair? Also please state the cause of the hair 
turning green.” 

The subject of our correspondent’s inquiry is evi- 
dently henna, which in the form of infusion was used to 
impart to hair the dark auburn color which was made 
fashionable by Madame Patti some years ago. The dye 
is obtained by macerating the henna leaf in warm water 
two days, then boiling and straining. This is repeated 
and the liquid evaporated to a strength equal to 1 in 7, 
and 4 ounces of alcohol added to each pint. It is a pe- 
culiarity of this dye that under certain conditions an un- 
toward change of color will be produced. A case was 
decided in the New York courts about a year ago in 
which an actress sued a pharmacist for damages for hav- 
ing sold to her a henna hair dye which turned her hair 
green instead of that particular shade of auburn which 
is so much admired by the ladies of her class. The phar- 
macist was fortunately able to show that the development 
of the green color was by no means an unheard of con- 
sequence of the application of henna, and the suit was 
dismissed. 

Oriental women use a hot decoction of henna leaves 
for dyeing the tips of the fingers and finger nails. Ac- 
cording to Sawer, the leaves yield in decoction a porter 
or deep orange colored liquid which acids destroy, al- 
though alkalies and infusions of astringent vegetables 
deepen it. The explanation of the untoward change of 
color may be found in this behavior of the dye toward 
acids and alkalies. In cases where a green color has been 
produced it is possible that an attempt has been made to 
reinforce the dye with some solution of an acid character, 
like hydrogen dioxide. ; 

We are unable to name a method of destroying the 
green color after it has once developed, or of restoring 
the hair to its original color after treatment with henna. 
There is.room here, we think, for interesting and profit- 
able experiment on the part of those of our readers who 
are interested in the subject of hair dyes. 


Wonder Oil.— F. E. writes: “ Can you give me the 
formula for Wonder Oil, a remedy in common use in 
Germany?” ; 

The only information in our possession regarding a 
preparation bearing this name is that the oil is of Swiss 
origin, being manufactured by a firm of chemists in 
Holtingen. It is said to consist of ordinary oil of tur- 
pentine, with the admixture of a little oil of amber. 


Kelly’s Paint.— M. F.—This is a benzoinated col- 
lodion, which is applied as a pellicle to superficial cuts 
and abraded surfaces. The formula followed in some of 
the city hospitals is as follows: 


Compound tincture of benzoin...........+.e. sees 3iss 
GIVCOTIN 6 o5cccc cece ec cc ccc cenesecceesccnccesseses 3i 
OS | A CRS na oer ooo era ij 





Chuquirua, a New Febrifuge Plant.— Eduard 
Heckel (Répertoire de Pharmacie, Sept. 1oth), describes 
a new febrifuge plant that has been known for a long 
time to the Indians of Peru and Equador. A sample of 
the flowers of this plant was sent to the author by an en- 
gineer named Van Ischott, a zealous correspondent of 
the Colonial Museum of Marseilles, who has charge of 
the construction of a railroad from Quito to Guaiaquil. 
It grows in Peru and Equador at an altitude of from 
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3,500 to 4,000 metres. The plant is about 0.6 to 08 
metres in height, has a thin stem on which a number of 
almost vertical branches grow, carrying reddish flowers, 
a sample of which was sent. The Indians use the en- 
tire plant in the treatment of certain febrile diseases. 
The author found the flowers to belong to a new species 
of Lychnophora, Vernoniacz, the known species of which 
are inhabitants of Brazil. As regards the febrifuge 
qualities of the plant, it may be remembered that Ver- 
nonia Nigritiana and V. Cinerea are used in the western 
part of Africa and in India respectively as febrifuges by 
the natives, and that the Vernonias are closely allied to 
the Lychnophoras belonging to the same section, Ver- 
noniacee. In Vernonia the active principle was found to 
be vernonin, but it remains to find the active portion of 
the Peruvian plant discovered by Van Ischott. 





BOOK NOTICE 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, showing the Operations, 
Expenditures and Condition of the Institution for the 
Year Ending June 30, 1901. Washington: Govern- 
ment Printing Office, 1902. Pp. LXVII-782. 

One of the functions of the Smithsonian Institution at 
Washington, is the diffusion of knowledge in language 
‘“‘understanded of the people; so that, while most of 
its works are intended primarily for the specialist, there 
is an exception made by the Secretary in publishing an 
Appendix to the Report of the Board of Regents, which is 
in fact an annual summary of the most interesting events 
of the scientific year, prepared for that large body of the 
public which does not care for professional memoirs, but 
has a general interest in such matters. 

This popular volume for 1901 is before us. It con- 
tains 50 articles, many of them illustrated, nearly all pre- 
pared by masters of the respective subjects, telling in 
clear and interesting language of the latest progress in all 
the principal branches of knowledge. 

A short sketch of the history and the work of the 
Smithsonian Institution begins with a paragraph from 
President Roosevelt’s first message to Congress, in which 
he calls attention to the institution’s functions and its 
present needs. The paper further states that the Smith- 
sonian Institution, which is composed of the President 
and his Cabinet, and the Vice-President and Chief Jus- 
tice of the United States, has a remarkable organization 
for the administration of funds for the promotion of 
science. Its activities could be still further increased if 
it had greater means at its absolute disposal ; while those 
who are thinking of giving for some special scientific ob- 
ject may yet find the Regents, on account of the peculiarly 
disinterested position they hold, the best counsellors in 
suggesting the channel into which gifts for public pur- 
poses might be directed, even should they not see their 
— to accepting such donations for the institution 
itself. 

“ Bodies Smaller than Atoms ”’ is the title of an inter- 
esting paper, and as we read “ The Laws of Nature,” 
“The Greatest Flying Creature” and “ The Fire Walk 
Ceremony at Tahiti,” we are reminded of the wide range 
of subjects included in the report. Wireless telegraphy, 
transatlantic telephoning and the telephonograph are dis- 
cussed by experts in electrical progress. The whole vol- 
ume has been called “the best popular scientific annual 
published in the world.” 

The Smithsonian Reports are distributed by the insti- 
tution to libraries throughout the world; may be had by 
purchase at cost from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington City, and may also generally be obtained free 
of charge from the applicant’s Member of Congress. 
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Conducted by U. G. Manning. 
The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 


HOLIDAY ADVERTISING. 


HE indications point to a very large holiday trade in 

most sections of the country. Those who reach out 

for this trade will get the larger share of it. Results 

from holiday advertising are usually in proportion to the 
effort made. 

The season is short, more power is required than at 
other times, more money can be spent than would be justi- 
fied in pushing goods that do not require turning so 
quickly. 

If a druggist wishes to do it right he should make an 
estimate of the selling value of his holiday stock and then 
plan to spend from 4 to 8 per cent. of the amount in his 
advertising. 

Money spent for scheme advertising at holiday time 
is apt to be wasted. What people want at this time is 
help in their buying, and they will help the dealer who 
helps them most. 

What is wanted in holiday advertising are facts and 
argument. 

Give peopte reasons for buying of you and see that 
they know what you have to sell. Also see that your ad- 
vertising reaches everybody. 

Taking it year after year, and observing the advertis- 
ing of hundreds of druggists each year, I have found that 
the simplest methods have always proved most effective. 

The essential thing is to get the facts before the peo- 
ple, to hit them hard enough, and to see that everybody 
is reached. 

The average druggist in the country and smaller cities 
should divide his campaign into circular and newspaper 
advertising. He should have a circular that tells people 
all about his stock, about the new things, if he has any, 
about any advantage he may have secured in the selection 
or buying of his goods. This information should not be 
jumbled, but should be arranged in a systematic manner, 
under proper headings. 

Start out with the reasons why you expect to com- 
mand the trade of the people and then follow with de- 
tailed information about the goods. 

The form of the circular is not so important, though 
it should be neat; the day of the dodger and blanket sheet 
circular is past. A folder or booklet on good paper is the 
better form. 

A circular should be distributed about three weeks 
before Christmas, and again about a week before. 

Start your holiday newspaper advertising as early as 
you can and have your ads as large as your stock will 
justify. There is some merit in mere size of ads at holi- 
day time, they impress people with the importance of 
your story. 

It is important that you begin early as possible, so 
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as to get your goods before people before some one else 
has made a definite impression on them. The druggist 
who has a stock that justifies the use of half or whole 
pages at all should use this amount of space for at least 
three weeks before Christmas. 

There is no better method of constructing holiday ads 
than the general plan followed by department stores in 
their advertising. First an introduction set in larger type 
than is used in the body of the ad, then follow with lists 
of goods, introducing such comment here and there as 
may be necessary to give people the facts about the goods. 
Help the reader by grouping goods, so that the eye can 
pick out the lines or those items best suited for particular 
people. 

It is often well to group goods according to their 
character—Gifts for Children, Gifts for Men, Gifts for 
Ladies, Gifts for Old People, etc. 

All this is an easy sort of advertising to prepare. You 
have the goods right before you; simply tell people about 
them just as you would the people in the store. A few 
examples clipped from holiday ads. are shown in this 
issue. 

Don’t be timid in holiday advertising, those who lose 
are almost invariably the ones who make the mistake of 
not doing enough. Where holiday stocks are small, suc- 
cessful advertising is difficult, because the prospective 
business will not justify much expenditure. Small ads. 
are apt to be snowed under by the big ones. 

The windows must be largely depended upon to sell 
the goods. 

USE THE WINDOWS. 


Windows count for more at holiday time than at any 
other season. People scan them closely; they look there 
for solutions of their troubles. Help them to find solu- 
tions. Arrange goods so that the various lines shown will 
be conspicuous. Don’t mix everything up. Put toilet 
articles together, perfumes in another place, etc. 

Don’t forget the prices. You will sell twice as many 
goods from windows by showing prices. 

Put prices on everything you can. That is part of 
the information that people want, and there are a lot of 
people who will pass by rather than go inside to inquire. 


et SF 
CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


L. A. Hassell & Son, Second avenue, New York, send 
a copy of their Blue Book. This is a 24-page pamphlet 
containing household hints, miscellaneous information, 
etc. Throughout the book ads on their various special- 
ties are introduced. 

There is also one feature somewhat uncommon in 
druggists’ advertising, and that is some original verse. 

Mr. L. A. Hassell is responsible for this portion of the 
matter, which has more merit than the usual production 
of this character. 

Later, we may be able to print some of this verse as 
evidence that the spirit of poesy is not dead. 

This little pamphlet is very well compiled and will 
have advertising value, though there is a probability that 
more will be expected from it than the returns will justify. 

In the introduction the publishers say: ‘“‘ Some years 
ago we issued our first edition of the little Blue Book. 
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The success attending that issue makes us feel warranted 
in presenting this one.” 

No publications put out at intervals of years can do 
much good, even though it be of transcendent value. 

Such value as it has will be mostly expended shortly 
after its distribution. Then people are ready for some- 
thing else. To make a book of the kind pay best it must 
be made part of a continuous campaign of some sort. 


se SF 


TO DOCTORS. 


Richard H. Lackey, Philadelphia, sends an announce- 
ment recently mailed to physicians, apprising them of his 
purchase of a new store. It is formal in tone, is very 
neatly printed, the matter appearing on one page of a 
four-page folder. Interesting facts about the service of 
the store are presented, and the announcement as a whole 
will make a very favorable impression on the physician 


who receives it. 
es FS 


WHAT SOME DRUGGISTS HAVE SAID. 


Below we reproduce the matter used by several clever 
drug advertisers in their Christmas advertising : 


# HOLIDAY -- GREETING 


After fourteen years’ experience in catering to the wants 
of the people of Grand Rapids and adjoining townships in 
Holiday Goods, we feel that we are in a position to judge 
a desirable stock. Our experience has taught us that the 
large portion of our customers are willing to pay a fair price 
for good quality goods, and that they do not care to purchase 
trashy goods at any price. Hence, we have each year made 
more careful selection of goods for this market. 

The large proportion of residents of Grand Rapids and 
vicinity are educated, intelligent people, and whose experi- 
ence teaches them that it is preferable to purchase a few 
articles of value at a given sum than to invest in a large 
number of trashy and practically worthless articles for the 
same sum. 

In the selection of this year’s holiday stock we have in- 
vested more than double the usual amount, and we have en- 
deavored to cater only to intelligent trade. In the following 
pages we give a synopsis of the principal lines in stock. In 
this limited space it would be impossible to go into detail; 
but call and inspect the stock. It will pay you to do so. 

Very Respectfully, 
AZOR THURSTON. 

Grand Rapids, O. 


Helpful Hints to Gift-Givers. 


And now comes the perplexing annual question: What 
will be a suitable gift for “so-and-so”? It is the mission 
of this booklet to help you to a solution—Everywhere about 
the store we have prepared as never before—superior assort- 
ments are gathered in every line—all new and best. Here you 
may select at Jacobs’ prices—and that means prices minus 
the considerable percentage of profit you are often asked to 
pay. Almost as easy to buy by mail as if you were in person 
-—just as sure to satisfy. Money back for anything not exact- 
ly right—if you speak quick. 


Celluloid Goods. 


The Jacobs’ Stock, with our splendid facilities for serving 
you by mail, place the largest, best selected, and most reason- 
ably priced goods that are shown in Atlanta, within the easy 
possession of everyone anywhere. 


Celluloid Toilet Trays—7 nS Ea ee a ae $3.25 
inches wide, 12 inches oe Ae ee 5.00 
long, on legs 1% inches Infant Hair Brush, pink, 
high, beautiful design, DIG OF WIG: ois.5.6 6 05-0: .50 
Hair Brush and Comb, Celluloid Infant sets—Puff 
OS err, $5.00 Box, Hair Brush, Comb 

More elaborate..........:. 5.50 and Teething Ring—-Pure 

OE RRR aes 5.00 _ EE ey eae 2.00 

Pere White £ceb.......<.0.+. B00 PRiik @600 Bige.........60 2.00 

PONG WHS BOG 6-c.0.i6 5s :0,8,0:00 4.25 Pure White, with soap box 

Celluloid Manicure Trays— additional, large size..... 4.00 
Contain Nail Polisher, RAS Sa boa 3.00 
Nail File, Tweezers, Cuti- Perec ee Sa ae es oa 2.75 


cle Knife, Salve Box, Pure 
WE ies 9:56.56 6 oe ss 3.75 


Jacobs’ Pharmacy, Atlanta, 
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Suitable Holiday Presents 


Some of the Things The Corner Store Have to 
Offer Christmass Shoppers. They Have More 


EAGLE FOUNTAIN PENS, . Warranted 14 kt. gold pens. Chased or 
smooth barrel. <A very appropriate gift..........ccseeeee -$1.25 

PERFUMe. _ Colgate’s, Speihler’s and Parker’s. Best at 75c. per 

We also have the standard odors at 50c. In packages we 
have Colgate’s celebrated ten cent goods, also Speihler’s 35 
and 50c. packages. <A bargain in balk goods—Colgate’s 40c. 
odors, good strong odors. White Rose, Wood Violet, Jockey 
Club, Apple Blossom and Upper Ten, the best offer we ever 
RUNNER RE OE io ws 0-005. 6. dorsi 0 0 See niecess tints wise erate acdiave-ain awe .25 

AkT CALENDARS, A fine assortment. Some have envelopes, making 
a very handy gift to send through the mail. They range in 
price from ten cents up. 

MILITARY BRUSHES. We have a splendid line of these popular 
brushes. ‘They are the celebrated “ Florence” make, solid 
ebony backs, genuine white bristles, pure sterling silver 
mountings. Prices vary. Some pairs as low as............ 2.00 

HAND. ForGED SHEARS. Women like a good pair of shears. Ours 
are made of the best Wardlow steel, have patent rivets which 
do not tighten or get loose, they are hand forged, blades from 
6 to 9 inches, all fully warranted. They will last a lifetime 
REG CHOY CONG DUE. oi .< sive ee cvices cc ttccseeescetetntececs -50 

IMPORTED PLUSH AND CELLULOID Goops. Our line of Plush and Cellu- 
loid goods is larger than we have opened in recent years. This 
arises from the fact that we handle imported goods and have to buy 
in case lots. They are just unpacked and — are a splendid 
assortment. Work boxes, handkerchief boxes, collar and cuff box, 
necktie box and toilet sets. Prices are very reasonable. 

PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS. We start with a fresh new stock: Not an old 
one in the store. This year’s Albums are works of art. Tinted cellu- 
loid with photogravure portrait on front cover, trimmed with silk 

lush and embossed with scrolls and floral designs. Our stock is 
arge and we have made the price low. For instance, we have some 
as low as 48c., 75c., and $1.00. Our $1.00, $1.25 and $1.50 albums 
are the best we ever offered at that — Our best ones are 
marked in proportion. Remember our albums are all imported. 


FERRIS & FERRIS CO., Franklinville, N. Y. 





Write a Letter to Santa 


Claus, telling him all your wants, and 
bring or send your letter to our store before 
Dec. 10. We will see that Old Santa Claus 
gets to read your letter. 


Select Your Gifts Now, 


before assortment is broken. In the nicer 
presents we have only one of each. We 
will lay away your selection until Christ- 
mas. Wouldn’t this be a good plan? 


Settle Drug Store, Yukon, Okla 





Our Chemical Make-up. 


The composition of the human body is a problem which 
has attracted the attention of a chemist of an inquiring turn 
of mind, who has had the curious idea of conducting a series 
of exhaustive experiments to determine the exact quantity of 
each element entering into the composition of the human 
frame. According to the Revue Internationale de Médecine et 
de Chirurgie, he has announced some curious results, although 
how he has been permitted to conduct his experiments is not 
explained. He says: “ All the constituent chemical elements 
of a medium weight (80 kilos.) man are represented in the yolk 
and white of 1,200 ordinary sized eggs. Reduced to a fluid 
state, the same man would furnish 98 cubic meters of gas and 
sufficlent hydrogen to fill a balloon with an ascensional force 
of 70 kilos. In the normal state the body contains sufficient 
iron to make seven big nails, enough fat to make thirteen 
pounds of candles, enough carbon to make 65 gross of pencils 
and a sufficient quantity of phosphorus to tip 820,000 matches. 
Finally, to complete the analysis, he adds 20 teaspoonfuls of 
salt, 59 lumps of sugar and 42 liters of water.” Chemistry is 
indeed a wonderful science from which little can be hidden, 
and—to think that, after we are buried, all this goes to waste 
or to nourish worms! 





“Tf I found that I had at the head of any department of my 
business a man who was doing as well or better than any one 
else I could obtain for that work, and who showed that he was 
faithful in the discharge of his duties, and took additional re- 
sponsibility as it was laid upon hm, I saw to it that he was 
given a chance of the profits and became practically a partner 
in the business.’’--Andrew Carnegie. 
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Opportunities for Export Trade. 





PHARMACY IN DUTCH GUIANA.' 


S would be supposed, the practice of pharmacy and the 
A laws governing pharmacy in the Dutch colony of Guiana 

are very similar to those of the parent country, the Neth- 
erlands. As in the Netherlands, so here there is a class of mer- 
chants known as “druggists” who are an entirely distinct 
class from the apothecaries. Druggists are dealers in crude 
drugs, and there is no Government examination or require- 
ment for this class except that they are not allowed to sell 
less than specified quantities of the different drugs; and that 
they are not allowed to compound drugs or prescriptions. 
Any one can go into the drug business, just as any one can go 
into the grocery business. 

When we come to consider the apothecaries, we find an 
altogether different state of affairs. The apothecary is a man 
of high social and professional standing in a community. He 
is considered as professional a man as a doctor or a lawyer. 
This is so because the requirements for becoming an apothe- 
cary are equally high with those for becoming a physician, 
and because an apothecary is extremely careful of his pro- 
fesional standing. He would consider it an inexcusable breach 
of professional dignity to carry in stock, for instance, cigars, 
hair brushes, candy, or any of the numerous side lines car- 
ried by pharmacists in this country. He sells only drugs, and, 
principally, only such drugs as are compounded by himself. 
This matter of professional dignity is carried still further. 
They use only the Latin names of drugs under all circum- 
stances. For instance, saltpetre is always nitras kalicus, 
plaster paris is sulphas calcicus; senna leaves, folia senne, 
ete. 

CANDIDATE APOTHECARIES. 


The assistant pharmacists of Guiana are known as candi- 
date apothecaries. To obtain this title it is necessary to pass 
an examination in Dutch, French, German and English, al- 
gebra, geometry and arithmetic, or to show a diploma of a 
high school; after that an oral and written examination in 
organic and inorganic chemistry, general botany, practical and 
theoretical pharmacy and natural science—of light, heat, 
sound, electricity and mechanics. There is no requirement 
as to time of experience or college education, it being under- 
stood that to pass the examination requires such knowledge 
as must have been gained in practical experience. 

To obtain the degree of apothecary it is necessary to pass 
an examination in zoology, special botany, as applied to phar- 
macy, toxicology, quantitative and qualitative chemical an- 
alysis, theoretical and practical pharmacy, and materia med- 
ica. 

The Pharmacopeceia of the Netherlands is the authoritative 
standard, and the metric system of weights and measures is 
used exclusively. 

As in Germany, everything, both liquid and solid, used in 
compounding prescriptions, must be weighed. In many phar- 
macies, however, this custom is not strictly adhered to, it 
being so much more easy to measure liquids that this is some- 
times done in case of an unusually busy period. 


PRESCRIPTIONS MUST BE SEALED. 


The pharmacy law makes it obligatory for a pharmacist to 
seal all prescriptions sent out, with a wax seal bearing his 
name, in such a way that when the package is opened the seal 
will be broken. Poisons, which can only be sold on a permit 
from an inspector of the medical service or from the chief of 
police, must be sealed in the same manner. As in this coun- 
try, a poison record must be kept, in which is noted kind, 
quantity, price and name of purchaser, together with the 
name of the officer who issued the permit and a prescription 
which contains a poison; even, for instance, opium cannot be 
repeated without a new prescription from the doctor. 


PREPARATIONS IN USE. 


Specialties are practically never used, partly because of 
prejudice on the part of the medical profession, and partly be- 
cause there has never been a serious effort made to introduce 
them. 

The pharmaceutical preparations in use are very similar 
to those of the United States Pharmacopeia. Syrups are used 
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very extensively in mixtures as corrigents—e. g., simple syrup, 
syrup of orange peel, syrup of citric acid, ete. Syrups are, 
however, preserved with great difficulty in that climate, and 
in their stead they have a class of “dry syrups,” made by 
evaporating a syrup to dryness, and then when it is required 
in prescription work it is dissolved in an equal weight of wa- 
ter. Decoctions and infusions are scarcely ever used on ac- 
count of the difficulty of preservation. Instead, the physician 
prescribes a tincture or fluid extract, to be taken in a large 
quantity of water. 

Tinctures are made by maceration, the process of percola- 
tion being seldom used. Pills are a favorite method of medi- 
cation, they being made up as required at the prescription 
counter. Plasters, too, are made altogether by the apothecary 
as they are prescribed. 

Fluid extracts are imported from England, and, to a small 
extent, from the United States. There is a small trade in 
English patent medicines, because of the number of English 
subjects who have settled in Dutch Guiana. 

What will appear to pharmacists of the United States as an 
unjust regulation is one relating to errors in prescriptions. In 
case of an error made by a physician in writing a prescription, 
it is considered the duty of the apothecary to correct it. 
Should he not notice such an error, and it proved fatal to the 
patient, he, the pharmacist, is alone held responsible, and is 
liable to imprisonment. The physician is exonerated, because 
he writes his prescriptions often under very trying circum- 
stances, and so is liable to err, while, on the other hand, the 
apothecary is blamed because he is in his shop where there 
are no disturbing elements, but where, on the contrary, 
chances for detecting such errors are most favorable. 


DRUGS ON THE PLANTATION, 


Each of the large plantations in the country districts has 
its own hospital and apothecary shop, together with a phy- 
sician to every three or four plantations. These shops are 
usually in charge of the hospital steward, who is not, neces- 
sarily, an apothecary, and who does the compounding ac- 
cording to the directions of the physician, who is responsi- 
ble. ‘These plantations employ from 200 to 300  peo- 
ple each, and so it will be seen that the openings for apothe- 
caries are limited to the larger towns and cities. 

The pharmacy laws are enforced and the examinations 
conducted by a Committee on Pharmacy appointed by the Gov- 
ernor of the colony. This committee consists of nine mem- 
bers, the chairman being the Government supervising phy- 
sician, five doctors, two military apothecaries and a secre- 
tary. 

The president, secretary and one apothecary member of 
this committee make a yearly inspection of all the pharmacies 
in the colony. They examine the prescription file, the poison 
register, and, altogether, make a very thorough inspection of 
each shop. The apothecgry is compelled to show everything 
requested by them, even to the state of his bank account and 
cash book. 

The salaries of apothecaries run from 1,200 to 1,500 florins, 
a florin being worth about 40 cents. However, as a florin is 
about equivalent to a dollar in purchasing power, the salaries 
are, on the average, better than here in the United States. 


AILMENTS PECULIAR TO THE COUNTRY. 


Malarial fevers and fevers of all kinds are very prevalent, 
and are the most common kind of sickness, but the scourge 
of the country is leprosy. In Paramaribo, the capital of the 
colony, which has a population of 80,000, there are estimated 
to be 500 or 600 lepers. Active measures are taken to subdue 
this awful condition of affairs, and at the present time there 
are two large hospitals for this class of patients, one con. 
trolled by the Government, and the other a Catholic institu- 
tion. Twenty-five florins are offered to any one reporting a 
case of leprosy to the authorities, and when found these unfor- 
tunates are thereafter confined to the hospitals. A curious be- 
lief of the lower classes is that this disease is caused by bac- 
teria, which propagate in the sand, and that it is contracted 
by walking over the sand in bare feet. 

We all have our peculiar imaginings on the way in which 
our business is carried on in other parts of the world, and such 
accounts are always interesting to us, but sometimes, as in 
the case of Dutch Guiana, we may find points of interest 
which have also a suggestion of usefulness. 





















































AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
THE BERLIN PHARMACEUTICAL INSTITUTE. 


New Home of Pharmacy at Berlin University. 


University of Berlin was formally opened and dedi- 

cated on October 27, there being a large number of in- 
vited guests present, including the Prussian Minister of Ed- 
ucation, Dr. Studt, and a number of men prominent in all 
branches of pharmacy and the allied sciences. Prof. H. 
Thoms, Director of the Institute, delivered an address outlin- 
ing the progress and application of modern scientific phar- 
macy. Dr. Studt also delivered an address in which he ex- 
pressed the hope that the institute would take the place which 
it was designed to occupy in the front rank of institutions of 
its kind. 

As shown in the accompanying illustration, which is re- 
produced from the Pharmaceutische Zeitung, the building is 
a large, substantial, rather plain structure of red brick with 
gray limestone facing, having ample window space, three 
stories high in the front and four in the rear. It is situated 
in the center of an open space, which it is intended to devote 
to the growth of medicinal and useful plants and trees to be 
used for experimental purposes. 


T’t new Institute of Pharmaceutical Chemistry of the 


THE LIBRARY. 


The entrance is very simple and unpretentious, leading into 
a high and light rotunda, or foyer, on the right side of which 
lies the library, in which, inclosed in glass cases, is a valuable 



























The New Pharmaceutical Institute of Berlin University. 


array of literary aids, including all the leading pharmaceu- 
tical publications both domestic and foreign. This library, 
which will prove a valuable workroom for those engaged in 
the preparation of dissertations, theses, etc., serves also as a 
writing and reading room and furnishes a cosy, well fitted 
and quiet study, free from the hurry and bustle of the labora- 
tories. 


THE MANUFACTURING LABORATORY. 


Opposite the library on the other side of the foyer is the 
entrance to the manufacturing laboratory, the establish- 
ment of which shows the importance which this branch of 
pharmacy is attaining in Germany. Here the young phar- 
macist is taught the use of the latest mechanical appliances 
and aids in tuition and research. It occupies a large and light 
hall, and is provided with excellent stills for essential oils, 
ete., which have been designed under the direction of Pro- 
fessor Thoms, so that they can also be utilized as vacuum 
apparata. Near by, in shining copper and brass, stands an 
extraction apparatus of the latest improved design, a steam 
jacketed kettle, a filter press, a differential lever press, an 
electrical centrifugal separator and a beautiful silent work- 
ing stirring apparatus. All of these are heated by steam or 
operated by electricity as the case may be. An adjoining 
room is fitted up as modern grinding room, being provided 
with mortars, cutting machines, sifters, excelsior mills, etc., 
all of which with the exception of the mortar are operated 
by electricity. Attached to the manufacturing laboratories 
there is also an open air work room, which is covered over, 
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and in which operations may be carried on which eannot be 
conducted within an enclosure. A separate room is provided 
for the distillation of water and for filtering apparatus both 
for demonstration and for practical purposes. 


SPECIAL LABORATORIES FOR ADVANCED WORK. 


Beyond the hall devoted to preparatory work, on a sep- 
arate floor, are several rooms for ultimate analysis, electro- 
chemical work, vacuum distillation, ete., each of which is pro- 
vided with appropriate apparatus for the particular purpose 
for which it is to be used. In the room intended for ultimate 
analysis, for instance, a gasometer is provided with an ap- 
pliance which insures a constant and uniform flow of gas, and 
with vacuum apparatus maintaining a uniform pressure of 
four atmospheres. In the vacuum room are also two ovens for 
high temperatures up to 1,400 degrees C. The front of the 
upper story is devoted to a well arranged consulting room 
for the director of the institute, adjoining which is an excel- 
lent private laboratory, a scale room, and still a third room 
in which experiments for the lectures can be prepared in ad- 
vance. This leads into the large lecture hall occupying two 
stories of the building and providing seats for 240 students. 
It is lighted by direct are lights, and is provided with excel- 
lent arrangements for darkening when using the lantern, and 
with a lecture table 30 feet long, which it is needless to say 
is furnished with all the latest appliances. The projection 
apparatus is placed behind the rows of seats, and is so ad- 
justed that it throws the pictures on the front wall of the 
room. 

Adjoining this large lecture hall is a museum, which al- 
ready contains a valuable collection of geological, crystallo- 
graphic and chemical substances. The cases intended for 
chemicals are provided with dark orange colored glass in or- 
der to protect the contents from actinic light. 

On the other side of the foyer on this story are situated the 
‘laboratories for organic chemistry and quantitative analysis; 
and adjoining these is a room for the preparation of hydro- 
gen sulphide, a well fitted room for spectrum analysis, and 
also a weighing room. The weighing room is also provided 
with separate lockers for students. An attractive consulting 
room decorated with portraits of a number of prominent phar- 
macists and chemists finishes this story. 


LABORATORY ROOM FOR ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY STUDENTS. 


On the second floor on the left of the foyer lies the wide 
and light hall for qualitative analysis, with 12 large work 
tables at each of which six students can operate with the 
greatest ease and comfort. Adjoining this is an equally light 
and well arranged room for volumetric work, and also a sep- 
arate room for the manufacture of hydrogen, bromine and ° 
chlorine and for operations involving the use of hydrogen 
sulphide. In addition there is a room for ether distillation 
which can be carried on either by steam or by electric heat. 
On the other side of the same story lies a smaller lecture hall, 
accommodating 61 students, and the department of chemico- 
legal work. This department embraces two laboratories, two 
weighing rooms and a museum. Here also are the private 
laboratories for the head of the department, who has not yet 
been nominated. 


FOOD ANALYSIS, MICROSCOPY AND BACTERIOLOGY, 


The third story is devoted to the chemistry of foodstuffs, 
microscopy and bacteriology. It contains a laboratory for 
food analysis and one for the analysis of Colonial products, 
and a museum for the common adulterants, a well arranged 
photographic dark room, a weighing room and the necessary 
rooms for microscopical and bacteriological work. The cellar 
contains a number of powerful and complicated machines of 
various kinds, such as air compressors, pumps, dynamos, etc. 
Here also are the numerous storage rooms such as are usually 
found in institutions of this kind. The entire institute fur- 
nishes laboratory accommodations for about 150 students. 





North Carolina Board. 


The North Carolina State Board of Pharmacy granted 
licenses to the following as pharmacists at the November meet- 
ing: A. G. Ahrens, Wilmington; S. P. Boddie, Louisburg; A. 
H. Boyette, Smithfield; L. C. Kerner, Henderson; P. O. Leg- 
gett, Edenton; A. L. Mansfield, Fayetteville; W. M. Perry, 
Elizabeth City; T. F. Rhodes, Stroudsburg, Pa.; W. L. Rich- 
ardson, Rockingham; C. T. Sisk, Asheville; A. J. Thompson, 
Graham; E. R. Thomas, West Durham; W. F. Wilburn, Lex- 
ington; M. L. Shore, F. O. Wilbiston, F. L. Daniel, Raleigh. 
The board will hold its next meeting at Raleigh March 24, 
1903. 
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Widespread Interest in the Litigation—Text of Justice 
Freedman’s Decision Dismissing the Suit. 





During the week of November 19, an interesting case was 
on trial in the Supreme Court before Judge Freedman and a 
jury, ‘involving various questions arising trom the Tarrant ex- 
plosion in this city some two years ago. Action was brought 
by Mrs. Rosa Schuck, the administratrix of George Schuck, 
who lost his life in the disaster, to recover $25,000 damages 
from the Tarrant people and the drug houses of McKesson & 
Robbins and Rogers & Pyatt, who were claimed by the plain- 
tiff to have had large quantities of explosive chemicals in the 
building. Alfred Ely and Louis M. Fulton, of Agar, Ely & 
Fulton, appeared for the defendant, Thomas F. Main; Almet 
R. Latson, of Latson & Bonynge, for the defendants, Rogers & 
Pyatt, and Thomas H. Cuthbert for McKesson & Robbins. 
After the plaintiff’s case, which it took four days to present, 
was completed, a motion te dismiss the complaint, made in 
behalf of all the defendants, was granted by Judge Freed- 
man, in an opinion which is the first expression of the Court 
applicable to these cases, of which it is understood there are a 
large number pending. In view of the widespread interest this 
litigation has attracted, and also in view of the fact that the 
different points made in the trial are covered in Judge Freed- 
man’s opinion, the latter is given herewith in full: 

THE Court: Now, gentlemen, I have carefully considered the sev- 
eral points made on the motion to dismiss and upon them have come 
to the following conclusions: 

The plaintiff claims that the action is brought for the maintenance 
of a nuisance causing the death of plaintiff's intestate, and not for 


negligence. 
THERE WAS A FIRE, 


which, after the lapse of some fifteen, twenty or twenty-five minutes, ‘ 


was followed by three explosions. The nuisance complained of consists 
in the storage of the articles which the fire caused to — the arti- 
cles complained of consisting of chlorate of potash, sulphur, nitrates 
of strontia and barium. ‘They are commercial articles, and none of 
them has been shown to contain within itself such a well-known ex- 
plosive character as is contained in powder, nitro-glycerine, gunpowder, 
ete. The doctrine of the powder bouse cases, therefore, does not apply. 
I am also of the opinion that the common law applicable to the 
maintenance of a nuisance is available to the plaintiff age | so far as it 
has been reinforced in this State by the fire laws of this city. 


THE STORAGE OF COMBUSTIBLE AND EXPLOSIVE ARTICLES 
in this city is .o—_ by the charter of Greater New York, which pro- 
hibits certain t ings directly and forbids others unless a permit is 


obtained from the Fire Department. The provisions of the charter on 


this point are police regulations in = on of a nuisance. Now the 
only provisions of the charter applicable to the case at bar are con- 
tained in Section 764, and they are to the effect, first, that no explosive 


compounds shall be stored or kept upon sale in the city except at such 
laces, in such manner and in such quantities as shall be determined 
y the Fire Commissioner in the exercise of his discretion, under a per- 
mit by him granted therefor, and subject to be revoked at any time by 
said Commissioner ; and, secondly, that no greater quantity of sulphur 
shall be stored or kept in or upon a“ oe building within the city than 
1,000 pounds, except the same shall stored and kept in such Poe 
and manner as said Commissioner may require under a special permi 
by him issued therefor. 
EVIDENCE LACKING AS TO THE MAINTENANCE OF A NUISANCE. 


Now, the defendants, constituting the firm of McKesson & Robbins, 
are ——— upon their admissions contained in their proofs of loss 
with having had on storage in the building in question 3,920 pounds of 
chlorate <raee. 52,394 pounds of sulphur, 21,234 pounds of nitrate of 
strontia and 6,600 pounds of nitrate of barium. But this admission was 
not followed up by the evidence of a witness sworn upon this trial, and 
therefore is not evidence against the other defendants. So the defendants, 
constituting the firm of Rogers & Pyatt, are chargeable upon their ad- 
missions contained in their proofs of loss with having had on storage 
in the building in question 72,128 pounds of chlorate of potash, but as 
this admission was not followed up by the testimony of a witness sworn 
upon this trial, it is not evidence against the other defendants. The 
consequence is that as to the defendaut, Main, there is no evidence 
that McKesson & Robbins or Rogers & Pyatt had anything on storage. 
nor is he shown to have had actual knowledge or notice of the storage 
of combustibles or explosives by any other merchant or firm. On the 
contrary, the ete od geen | by the plaintiff and by witnesses whom 
the plaintiff introduced as entitled to belief throughout is that he had 
nothing to do with the storage department of Tarrant & Co., though 
he was the president of the corporation. There is not sufficient evi- 
dence connecting him individually with participating in the main- 
tenance of a nuisance. 

IF THE ACTION WERE FOR NEGLIGENCE 


a different case would be presented. So, if the action were against the 
corporation a different case would be presented. But the corporation 
that controlled the building and did the storage business therein was 
not made a party to this action. As against the defendant, Main, 
therefore, 

THE COMPLAINT MUST BE DISMISSED 
for the reasons stated. 

As against the defendants er the firms of McKesson & 
Robbins and Rogers & Pyatt the case is different. Neither firm knew 
what the other had done, and therefore is not responsible for the acts 
of the other. Each firm had on storage a large quantity of chlorate 
of potash. As to that article, at least, the state of the evidence is of 
such a character as to present a question of fact to be determined by 
the jury—namely, whether in fact the article was an explosive com- 
pound within the meaning of that term as used in Section 764. If it 
was such an explosive compound its storage contrary to the fire laws 
was unlawful. The permit shown by the plaintiff to have been pos- 
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sessed by the corporation of Tarrant & Co. did not authorize its stor- 
age. For the reasons already stated it is not necessary to say any- 
thing at present concerning the other articles stored by the defendants. 
If, therefore, there were no defect elsewhere in the case the case would 
have to go to the jury. But in order to recover the plaintiff must estab- 
lish as part of her case that the deceased met his death by reason of an 
explosion of the goods of the defendants sought to be held liab.e. There 
is not a particle of evidence in this case as to where on any of the seven 
stories of the building the goods of the two firms were stored, but there 
is evidence that at least another firm had equally explosive goods there. 
There is not a particle of evidence 
AS TO WHICH GOODS EXPLODED FIRST. 

If the goods of the third firm, not a party to this action, exploded first 
and killed the deceased, the defendants now here would not be liable 
except upon proof that their goods contributed to his death. But of 
this there is no proof. So, if the goods of one of the defendant firms 
exploded and killed the deceased before the goods of the other exploded, 
the other would not be liable. So, if the deceased was killed in some 
other way than by an explosion, the defendants now here would not be 
liable. ‘The result of all this is that upon the point that the proximate 
cause of the death of the deceased must be shown to have been an ex- 
plosion to which the particular goods of the defendants now here con- 
tributed there is a vital defect of proof which, under the authorities, 
is ground for a dismissal. The complaint must, therefore, be dismissed. 


INDICTMENTS DISMISSED. 


The indictments for manslaughter found against Thomas 
F. Main and William V. V. Powers, who formerly comprised 
the firm of Tarrant & Co. on account of the fire in the Tar- 
rant Building on October, 1900, were dismissed on November 
20 upon the motion of the District-Attorney himself, who has 
made the following indorsement upon the indictment: 

“In my opinion there is no evidence in the possession of 
the People, nor can they obtain any which shows that these 
defendants or either of them committed the crime charged 
in this indictment. Since the finding of this indictment the 
question of responsibility for the explosion has been the sub- 
ject of civil litigation, and it has not been possible for plain- 
tiffs in such litigation to make out a suflicient case to fix this 
responsibility even by a fair preponderance of evidence. I 
recommend that this indictment be dismissed.” 

The many friends of the defendants, whose character and 
reputation have always been above reproach, will be pleased 
to hear of this most satisfactory termination of the matter. 





THE REAL PURPOSE OF THE UNITED 
DRUG CO. 





President Cahoon Speaks of the New Enterprise to a 
Reporter for the American Druggist—Not a Buying 
Club—Will Manufacture Preparations Under Own 
Trade-Mark, “Saxona”—Its Object to Do Away 
With the Middleman. 


All sorts of reports have been circulated recently regarding 
the newly incorporated United Drug Company. Some of these 
reports have stated that the company were to be a co-opera- 
tive buying club on a large scale; that they intended to open 
a chain of stores throughout the leading cities of the country 
on the order of the United Cigar Stores people; that they 
would manufacture on an extensive scale in competition with 
proprietors already in the field, etc. In order to get an official 
statement concerning the new enterprise a representative of 
the AMERICAN DruGGIsT called on Edward D. Cahoon, of the 
Wm. B. Riker & Son Company, and president of the United 
Drug Company. Mr. Cahoon talked freely of the plans and 
scope of the new concern, and as his remarks are really the 
first extended statement that has been made for publication 
as to the purpose and plans of the corporation, they will no 
doubt prove of interest. He said in substance: 

“The United Drug Company are in no sense a co-operative 
buying club. They have no connection with the Vinol Club 
or the Drug Merchants of America Company, except that 
some of the members of the United happen to have been mem- 
bers of those organizations. They were not formed with the 
object of becoming a general purchasing agency for the bene- 
fit of the individual stockholders; on the contrary, the com 
pany will manufacture proprietary medicines and at different 
seasons of the year will put out and advertise extensively 
some four or five preparations bearing the company’s brand 
or copyright name, ‘Saxona.’ We will put only a few such 
articles on the market at a time in each of the 40 cities where 
the firms or houses in the company are located. Our goods 
will be handled by only one firm or house in each of these 
places. Of course where we find a good and desirable town 
or city outside of the 40 we may designate some reputable 
druggist in that place as agent for our goods. Only the goods 
put out under the Saxona brand or name, however, will be 
handled by all the interests in the new company. The other 
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preparations that the company will make at their laboratory 
may or may not bear the name Saxona. Any stockholder 
who wants a particular preparation of his own made can 
have it put up by the company and he will have the privilege 
of selling it as his own article under his own name, or of 
using the name Saxona. The United Drug Company, how- 
ever, will not take over all the special or private preparations 
of their constituent members and manufacture them for gen- 
eral distribution. The company themselves, as I have said, 
will advertise only a few specialties of their own at a time. 
It is often the case that a pharmacist cannot manufacture his 
own specialties on an extensive scale, because that would 
require a larger laboratory than the average druggist could 
afford. Work of this kind will be handled at our laboratory, 
which will be located in Boston and will be ready for active 
operations about the first of the year.” 

In reply toa question Mr. Cahoon said that the company 
were formed for the purpose of reducing the cost of manu- 
facturing many articles now handled by retail druggists, and 
by operating in the manner indicated the corporation propose 
to place their products direct from the laboratory in the hands 
of the consumer. 

The United Drug Company were incorporated in New Jer- 
sey on November 6. Their capital is $500,000. The officers 
are: Edward D. Cahoon, New York, president; BE. L. Scholtz. 
Denver, Col., first vice-president; J. L. Demoville, Nashville. 
second vice-president; J. T. Wetherald, Boston, treasurer, and 
L. B. Liggett, Boston, secretary and general manager. 





N. A. R. D. NOTES. 
THE DIRECT CONTRACT FEATURE OF THE TRIPARTITE PLAN. 


The field is advised by the National Executive Committee 
that the direct contract feature of the tripartite plan, as 
adopted at the Cleveland meeting, is being brought to the at- 
iention of the proprietors of tripartite goods and its adoption 
by the several proprietors insisted upon. A letter is now be- 
ing drafted, and within a week all the proprietors will be given 
an opportunity to respond to the wishes of the retailers of the 
country as expressed in the resoluticns respecting the market- 
ing of proprietaries adopted at Cleveland in September. 

Inquiries received at headquarters in some instances ex- 
hibit a belief that the Executive Committee can make effective 
at once the direct contract and serial numbering scheme which 
is intended to make more effective the tripartite agreement in 
force between the proprietors, jobbers and retailers, and some 
impatience crops out in these communications over.what is as- 
sumed to be indifference or neglect on the part of the national 
officers in not precipitately pushing this work. It need only 
be stated in reply to these apparent criticisms that there is no 
lukewarmness at headquarters on the proposition to vigorous- 
ly push the campaign in the direction indicated, but the BEx- 
ecutive Committee must proceed with cautious deliberation, 
for it is aware that in order to make any tripartite scheme ef- 
fective the other two parties to it must be enlisted. The pro- 
prietors at their last convention rejected the direct contract 
plan formulated by Chairman Jones as impracticable, and the 
jobbers have not thus far shown any marked friendliness 
toward the scheme. Hence, the work of the Executive Com- 
mittee in this connection does not consist in merely “ speaking 
the word and it is done,” but it means that the committee is 
charged with utilizing all its persuasive powers and, if need 
be, the reserve force of the association, which resides in its 
25.000 members, to win over to the amended tripartite plan the 
hesitating and backward proprietor and jobber. 

Before we are successful in this work we must convince our 
friends and allies—the proprietors and jobbers—that it is to 
their interest as well as ours that the amended plan be put 
into force; that we have gone into the matter fully and are 
satisfied that the new feature is just such reinforcement as 
we need to make our price-protective work as effective as it 
should be; and that we are “sot on’t” and must have it. We 
are going to win out on this propesition—the proprietors will 
be with us on the amended as they were on the original plan; 
but it cannot be done in a few wecks, so don’t expect it if you 
do not wish to invite disappointment. 

In closing this brief discussion, the field should be cau- 
tioned against any abatement of their loyalty to the original, 
or any loosening of their grip on “the fruits of victory ” al- 
ready won. It is the Executive Committee’s firm determina- 
tion to “hold fast that which we have” and get more at the 
very earliest possible moment. It should be distinctly under- 
stood that the man or locality that fails to utilize the means 
that are available right now, but instead insists on having 
means that are yet to be brought within reach, places himself 
or itself, at once under suspicion as a mere “ kicker” and ob- 
structionist. 

Keep up the fight with the old musket, N. A. R. D. men, 
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and the new Mauser will be placed in your hands just as soon 
as the tripartite gun-shop can turn it out! 


Obituary. 


T. MORRIS PEROT. 

T. Morris Perot, for many years the senior member of the 
firm of T. Morris Perot & Co., of 621 Market street, Phila- 
delphia, died at his home, 1810 Pine street, on Saturday, No- 
vember 15, at the age of 74. He was born in Philadelphia 
May 8, 1828, being the son of Francis and Elizabeth Morris 
Perot. His father’s family settled in New Rochelle, N. 
Y., having come to this country 
from France in 1687. The Morris 
family came from England in 1682 
and settled near Philadelphia. 

In 1844 Mr. Perot entered the 
wholesale drug house of Jenks & 
Ogden, Third street, below Race, as 
an apprentice. After serving there 
for two years he went with Charles 
Ellis & Co., where he remained for 
some time after his graduation, as 
foreman of their chemical and phar- 
maceutical laboratory. Charles Ellis 
& Co. were then located on Chestnut 
street, above Second, in the property 
formerly occupied by Christopher 
Marshall, Mr. Perot’s great great grandfather, who was a 
leading druggist in Philadelphia in the middle of the eigh- 
teenth century. Mr. Perot graduated from the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy in the class of 1849. In 1851 he started 
for himself in the wholesale drug business on Fourth street, 
above Market. Two years later he took his brother-in-law, 
Edward H. Ogden, into partnership with him, under the firm 
name of T. Morris Perot & Co. At about that time they 
moved to 621 Market street, continuing in the business 
throughout the period of the Civil War and until 1870. Mr. 
Perot invented a combined ambulance and drug store, which 
was used throughout the Wnion army during tbe war, and 
by the Government for a number of years afterward. An 
army medicine chest, as well as several other of his inven- 
tions, were also extensively used in the army at that time. 

After retiring from the drug business he and his brother- 
in-law entered into partnership with his father in the malting 
business, established in 1687. The firm have since been in- 
corporated under the name of the Francis Perot’s Sons Malt- 
ing Company, Mr. Perot being their president. This is the 
oldest business house of any kind in the United States, hav- 
ing been carried on in the same family from Anthony Morris, 
the founder, Mr. Perot being the seventh generation in direct 
line of descent. 

Mr. Perot has always been interested in pharmaceutical 
work, having been one of the trustees of the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy since 1859, and from 1882 to 1901 chair- 
man of the board. In 1861 he became one of the Board of 
Incorporators of the Woman’s Medical College, of Philadelphia, 
the first woman’s medical college in this country, and three 
years later was elected its president, which office he held for 
about 30 years. He has been interested in many charitable 
and educational institutions, and for 41 years he was president 
of the Mercantile Library Company, of Philadelphia, which 
he built up from a small library of some 23,000 volumes to 
over 180,000 volumes. He has always taken an active interest 
in municipal government, being one of the members of ‘the 
Municipal Reform Association and the Committee of One 
Hundred and like associations for the improvement of the 
government of his native city. 


Dr. Robert C. Kedzie, for 40 years professor of chemistry 
at the Michigan Agricultural College, died November 7, at the 
age of «9 years. Doctor Kedzie was born in Delhi, N. Y., in 
1823, of Scotch and American parents, and graduated from 
Oberlin College in 1847 and from the medical department of 
the University of Michigan in 1851. He was a surgeon in the 
Twelfth Michigan Regiment during the Civil War. Doctor 
Kedzie was a member of the House of Representatives of the 
State Legislature of 1867. He was recognizeu as an auiority 
and had published many papers relating to cuemistry and 
— and was a member of the Michigan State Board of 

ealth. 


Henry Haviland died on September 3 in his home at 152 
Prospect Park West, Brooklyn. He was born in New York on 
June 15, 1827, and had lived in Brooklyn for fifty-nine years. 
He was an importer of druggists’ sundries, but he retired 
from business several years ago. 


Wm. J. Phelps, of the drug firm of D. & W. B. Phelps, 
Winsted, Conn., died in that city on September 25. 
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W. A. Sailer, manager of John Wyeth & Brother, of Phila- 
delphia, visited the local drug market a few days ago. 


A. J. Geer, of the Geer Drug Company, Charleston, S. C., 
was in the city last week and called on members of the drug 
trade. 

James Holman, at one time with Eli Lilly & Co., and lately 
with Allaire, Woodward & Co., is now connected with the 
crude drug or import department of Parke, Davis & Co. 


W. J. Gesell. of Lehn & Fink. has recovered from the ef- 
fects of an operation for appendicitis, and is at his desk again. 
His many friends have been congratulating him upon his re- 
covery. 


J. Portugaloff’s Pharmacy, of New York City, has been 
incorporated at Albany with a capital of $1,000 and directors: 
Jacob Portugaloff, Annie Portugaloff and Abraham Sabinson, 
of New York City. 


Albert Plaut. of Lehn & Fink, sailed on the “ Kron Prinz 
Wilhelm ” for Europe last week. During his sojourn abroad 
he will visit many points of interest, particularly Paris. He 
expects to return before Christmas. 


E. de la Balze, of E. de la Balze & Co., Paris, and E. de la 
Balze, jr., of Rio Janeiro, agents of the Humphrey’s Homeo- 
pathic Remedy Company in those cities respectively, arrived 
in New York last week and will spend some time here. 

Among the guests who registered at the Drug Club last 
week were W. E. Aughinbaugh, Washington; B. G. Wilson, 
New Mexico; C. G. Spalding, New Haven; E. H. Morris, Phila- 
delphia; Fred. T. Bradley, New Haven; Fred’k Adams, Bev- 
erly, Mass., and Louis A. Pfingst, Chas. J. Countie, G. W. Ful- 
ler and A. J. Wetherell, of Boston. 

Fitzsimmons & Gleeson is the name of a new firm of im- 
porters and jobbers of crude drugs, etc., located at 59 and 61 
Maiden lane. The members of the firm are C. J. A. Fitzsim- 
mons and Charles T.. Gleeson, both of whom were formerly 
connected with the crude drug department of Parke, Davis & 
Co. Mr. Fitzsimmons has latterly been in business as a sales 
agent for several well-known European houses, while Mr. 
Gleeson has traveled considerably among the jobbing and 
manufacturing drug trade of the country, by whom he is well 
and favorably known. 

The usual monthly meeting of the New York Section of the 
Society of Chemical Industry took place at the Chemists’ 
Club, 108 West Fifty-fifth street, last Friday evening, when 
papers were read as follows: Thorn Smith—Uniformity in 
Analysis of Copper Slag; Clifford Richardson—Constitution 
of Portland Cement; J. Merritt Matthews—Some Phases of 
Textile Chemistry. The following papers were read by title: 
Charles Baskerville—Process for Rendering Phosphoric Acid 
Available; M. Curtis and P. W. Tompkins—Notes on the De- 
termination of Water in Crude Oils. 

The dry goods firm of Frederick Loeser & Co., of Brooklyn, 
have purchased the four-story brick building which indents 
the Bond street corner of the big department store in Fulton 
street, and when this is demolished there will be built an 
addition to the main edifice conforming to it in every particu- 
lar. William Wynn, a druggist. has occupied the building for 
40 years. The Loeser firm intend to add a drug department 
to their business and it will be located just where the drug 
store is now and with Mr. Wynn in charge. The dry goods 
firm had been making efforts to secure the property in whicb 
Wynn’s drug store is situated for 16 years past, and it was 
only last summer while abroad that Mr. Loeser succeeded 
in purchasing it from the owner, the Count de Bresson, of 
France. 

It has developed that notwithstanding the warning given 
in these columns regarding the passing of worthless checks 
on druggists that several druggists in the Borough of the 
Bronx have lately fallen victims to a sharper who works 
the check game. Last Wednesday the sharper, who looked 
prosperous, went to Henry L. Hirscher’s drug store at 741 
Wendover avenue and handed Hirscher a prescription, asking 
that the medicine be sent C. O. D. to “Mrs. Boyer” at 1785 
Washington avenue. The man was just going out when he 
turned and said: ‘Oh, by the way, here’s a small check. If 
you care te cash it you can have your money now.” Hirscher 
took the check, which was signed and made payable to 
“ George Boyer” and was for $9, and gave the man $8.25 in 
change. His messenger with the medicine found a vacant 
lot at 1785 Washington avenue and the check turned out bad. 
Half an hour later “ Boyer” worked the same game on Georgz 
Hecht at 168th street and Jackson avenue. Three other Bronx 
druggists declined to accept his checks. 











PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD 


MANHATTAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSO- 
CIATION. 


Matters Discussed at the Monthly Meeting—Proposed 
Changes in the By-Laws—The Sale of Naphtha 
and Benzin in Drug Stores—The Losses from 
Fires in Drug Stores. 


Several important matters came up for discussion at the 
meeting of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association at the 
New York College of Pharmacy last Monday night. President 
Chas. S. Erb presided. After the minutes of the previous 
meeting had been approved as read Treasurer Hitchcock re- 
ported as follows: Balance on hand last meeting, $299.89; 
received in dues, $6.25; disbursements, $36.80; balance on 
hand, $269.34. 

Chairman Goldman, of the Grievance Committee, reported 
that the committee had not been able during the last month 
to arrange a meeting with the Rating Committee of the Fire 
Insurance Exchange, but expected to bring the matter of in- 
surance on retail drug stores to a satisfactory solution in the 
next two weeks. He therefore asked for more time, which 
was granted. 

The Committee on Entertainment announced that at the 
next meeting, after the business part of the session, there 
would be a smoker and liquid and dry refreshments would be 
served, followed by an entertainment either at the college or 
in some hall nearby. 

Two new members were elected—namely: James Lurie, of 
307 East Fifty-seventh street, and Morris Kassel, of 750 Lex- 
ington avenue. 

Chairman Searles, of the special committee on the Board 
of Pharmacy matter concerning chemistry examinations, satd 
the committee had not been able as yet to obtain the statistics 
and data desired, but would probably be ready to submit same 
at the January meeting of the board in Albany. 

Chairman Hieronimus A. Herold, of the By-Laws Commit- 
tee, had no complete report to make, since no meeting of the 
committee had been held. He submitted a number of sug- 
gestions, however, as follows, which had been made by mem- 
bers: Amend Article 3, Section 1, as to membership, by in- 
serting the word “proprietor,” the idea being to exclude 
clerks from membership; change Section 2, making the dues 
$2 a year, or for the unexpired portion thereof, with no in- 
itiation fee; amend Article 6, Section 1, relating to commit- 
tees, so as to provide that there shall be appointed by the 
president within 30 days after his election the following com- 
mittees: On Legislation, Finance, Grievance, and Trade, each 
to consist of three members, and a Committee on Entertain- 
ment consisting of ten members; also a Legal Committee as 
provided in Article 11. Another suggestion was that the an- 
nual meetings should be held on the third Monday in April 
and the regular monthly meetings on the third Monday of 
each month, except in July, August and September. 

There was no discussion as to the first proposition to re- 
quire members to be proptfietors or on the change providing 
for the appointment of committees by the president, both of 
which will probably pass. The suggestions about dues and 
not holding a meeting in September were held in abeyance. 

There was another recommendation made at the meeting 
which precipitated considerable discussion. The dues in the 
Manhattan Association are now $5. It was suggested that 
this remain unchanged, but that it should include the member- 
ship fee in the New York State Pharmaceutical Association; 
that is, out of the dues paid on each membership in the Man- 
hattan the association should pay that member’s fee in the 
State organization. Mr. Hitchcock objected to this plan. He 
said it would be impossible to get exact figures as to the total 
membership in the Manhattan Association in good standing. 
For instance, the quarterly dues in the Manhattan at present 
amount to $1.25. The State Association dues are $2 a year. 
If members had paid only their first quarter dues in the Man- 
hattan the association would have to make up the balance. 
Besides some members might drop out before their full dues 
were paid. He did not believe the State Association fees of 
members could be paid on such a basis. Messrs. Tobin, Gold- 
man, Searles and Hirseman favored the plan if it could be 
shown that the Manhattan Association was in a financial posi- 
tion to carry it out. It was remarked that it might be possi- 
ble for all pharmaceutical associations of the city to join 
hands and have one organization instead of several as at 
present. 

The question of changing the time of the regular meetings 
was brought up. Mr. Goldman suggested the selection of 
some night other than Monday, for the members as a rule 
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are very busy on that night. Sidney Faber thought it would 
be well to hold the monthly meetings afternoons instead of 
evenings. 

A communication was read from George Murray, In- 
spector of Combustibles, which stated: “It is the intention 
of this bureau to prohibit the use or sale of naphtha and ben- 
zin, except as specified in the regulations published in the 
City Record on May 27, 1902. Part 5 of said regulations em- 
braces the articles you name and for that reason we are com- 
peled to enforce its provisions.” : 

Mr. Faber said he had been collecting statistics concerning 
fires in retail drug stores of the city. Circulars had been 
issued and 201 answers received. The total amount of fire 
insurance carried by those who sent these replies was $1,080,- 
000; the total loss sustained by the 201 druggists amounted 
to but $3,014.50. Some of them had been in business since 
1860. In every case except one the damage was caused by 
fire above or outside of the pharmacy and had communicated 


- with drug store. 





KINGS COUNTY PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY 





An Interesting Meeting—Discussion on Fire Insurance— 
Missionary Work Among Physicians—Progress on 
the College Building. 





The regular monthly meeting of the Kings County Phar- 
maceutical Society was held at the Brooklyn College of Phar- 
macy on Tuesday afternoon, November 11, with President Os- 
car C. Kleine in the chair and Secretary Tuthill recording. After 
the minutes of the last meeting had been read and approved, 
one new name was proposed for membership, that of John J. 
Buckley, and a new member was elected—namely, Frederick 
Linning. 

Treasurer Ray reported the total amount in the society’s 
treasury on November 11 was $498.05; total building fund, 
less disbursements $1,275, leaving a total in the treasury of 
$1,773.05. The balance in the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy 
on October 28 was $5,588.28. The sum of $560 was received 
from contributions to the building fund since the October 
meeting, and at this month’s meeting some $250 additional 
in contributions was announced. 

William Muir, chairman of the Building Committee, made 
a report on the progress of work on the new college. The 
building was rapidly nearing completion now, and it will prob- 
ably be ready for occupancy by the middle of December. The 
contract for the heating plant, for the equipment of the phar- 
maceutical laboratory, in fact all of the contracts for interior 
work had been let, he said, and although the plasterers’ 
strike delayed things somewhat, that trouble had been ended 
and the work would be rushed. Arrangements are now being 
made for the opening. On the day of the formal opening the 
new college will be open to inspection. Light refreshments 
will be served, and perhaps some kind of an entertainment 
will be provided in the evening, although the exact details 
have not yet been decided upon. 

The matter of fire insurance was brought up, and Mr. 
Hegeman, who was appointed to look into the subject, re- 
ported progress. Attention was called at the meeting to the 
new fire department regulations governing the storage of com- 
bustibles, dangerous materials, chemicals, etc., within the 
city limits. There seemed to be a good deal of confusion over 
these regulations, and in fact it was difficult to state just 
what requirements druggists would be asked to live up to. 
Portions of the regulations that have been promulgated by 
the Bureau of Combustibles were read, showing what articles 
or chemicals, ete., were affected, and under what conditions 
and in what quantities druggists would be allowed to nandle 
them. It was pointed out that the rules which will take ef- 
fect and which will be rigidly enforced after the first of the 
year, prohibit the keeping of benzin, gasoline, naphtha and 
similar commodities. The opinion was expressed, however, 
that some concessions will be granted to druggists on these 
articles, though to what extent was not stated. The privilege 
of the floor was extended to representatives of the press who 
thereupon explained some features of the situation and the 
regulations issued by the Bureau of Combustibles. 

Another matter was taken up and acted upon, which is of 
particular interest and importance to pharmacists. On motion 
of William Muir, the Committee on Trade Interests was au- 
thorized to have circulars printed and sent to every physician 
in Brooklyn containing at least six formulas taken from the 
national Formulary, together with a statement pointing out 


the merits and advantages of these preparations and of ob- 
taining them from the pharmacist. The committee, which. 
consists of William C. Anderson, chairman; John G. Wischerth. 
and Joseph H. Dahlbender, was empowered to issue one cir- 
cular, and if this is well received it was suggested that a sim- 
ilar circular be issued, say every three months, the formulas- 
given being suitable to the season of the year, for instance, 
for tonics in summer, hypophosphites in winter and alterna- 
tives in the spring. The suggestion seemed to be very favor- 
ably received by those present at the meeting. Adrian Paradis 
said he considered it one of the most practical ideas brought 
out since he had been a member of the society. Chas. F. 
Dyna said it was a move in the right direction, and if carried 
out would no doubt materially increase the pharmacist’s rev- 
enue. Clarence O. Douden said he had been doing this as an 
individual in his neighborhood with good results. 

The deaths of two members of the society were reported at 
the meeting—namely, that of T. G. Underwood, and that of 
Adolph Goelz. 

An interesting and instructive paper was read at the meet- 
ing by Chas. F. Dyna on the subject, Practical Uranalysis 
as a Source of Profit to the Pharmacist. The report of this 
feature of the meeting will be found elsewhere in this issue. 
Mr. Dyna’s remarks were listened to with close attention by 
the members, and at the conclusion of the paper a vote of 
thanks was extended to the author, who in reply said that it 
had been a pleasure, and he felt honored in being called upon: 
to furnish a paper for the meeting. 





NEW YORK RETAIL DRUGGISTS’ ASSOCI- 
ATICN. 


Resolution Adopted Calling for the Re-introduction of 
Chemistry Questions in the Examinations of the 
State Board—Objectionable Trade Methcds De- 
nounced at the Regular Monthly Meeting of the 
Association. 





The New York Retail Druggists’ Association, at its regular 
meeting on Friday evening, November 7, made a strong ap- 
peal for the reintroduction of the subject of chemistry in the 
examinations of the State Board of Pharmacy. After the 
matter had been fully discussed a resolution was unanimously 
adopted to the effect that: 

“since public health and life are intrusted to the care 

and intelligence of the pharmacist, and since the require- 

ment of a grammar school education or its equivalent 
from those who enter a college of pharmacy or apply for 
registration is not enforced, and, furthermore, as the mem- 
bers of this association have learned that the Board of 

Pharmacy has discarded examinations in chemistry, which 

is the most essential subject in preparing a pharmacist 

for his duties as chemist and druggist, and since the 
board has also reduced the percentage required of drug- 
gists from 75 to 60 per cent.; therefore be it 

“Resolved, That the New York Retail Druggiggy’ As- 
sociation, constant in its opinion that the trues only 
way of bettering the condition of pharmacy is raise 
the educational requirements of the pharmacist of the 
future, does most emphatically condemn the deplorable 
action of the Board of Pharmacy, whose aggressive step 
tends to do harm to our calling; and be it further 

“Resolved, That we will agitate unceasingly against 
this wrong step, and solicit in this campaign the help of 
the pharmaceutical press and the co-operation of all the: 
pharmacists of this State through their individual and or- 
ganized efforts.” 

In the reports of committees attention was called to the 
practice on the part of some druggists of the East Side of 
offering toys, souvenirs and various articles as premiums or 
inducements to draw trade. The association denounced such 
methods. 

Complaints were made at the meeting against the Anti- 
kamia Chemical Company. It was reported that the company 
had been sending letters to various members of the trade 
practically charging them with substitution and warning 
them against a continuance of the practice. It was declared 
at the meeting that copies of such letters had been received 
by certain members of the trade who, it had been proven, 
were carrying and selling the genuine article in original pack- 
ages. President Joseph Weinstein said that the association 
was strongly opposed to substitution and was always ready to 
help wipe out the evil, but that it was unfair to reflect on 
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those who are known to be innocent of such a practice. A 
resolution was adopted condemning ‘“ the obnoxious methods 
employed by the Antikamnia Chemical Company to force their 
articles on the market, and, further, if the company do not 
change their methods of advertising their goods a communi- 
cation be sent to the Eastern Medical Association requesting 
every member of that organization not to patronize the com- 
pany’s products.” 





WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Burglars in Buffalo—Business Fair—Ten-Cent Goods—A Patriotic 
Druggist—Coincidences Pointing to Adverse Fatality. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, November 20.—Burglars are still laboring under 
the delusion that Buffalo druggists have money so plenty that 
some is left over for them at night. They entered the store 
of Miss Rosa Shorp on Jefferson street on the 12th and car- 
ried off $1.50 in change. 

There is a very fair volume of business reported by the 
Buffalo druggists, though some of them plainly are disap- 
pointed from having looked for more than they are getting. 
The fall season has been a very mild one, and there is prom- 
ise of more of the same, so that there is no call for the prep- 
arations that are usually brought out to meet severities of the 
weather. On account of the winds or some other means the 
water of Lake Erie is not so pure as it used to be, and the 
bacteriologists are continually sending out unfavorable re- 
ports, advising the people to boil the water, which is done to 
a considerable extent. Still there seems to be no ill result 
from the germs found in the water, as the monthly mortality 
is smaller than for October last year. 


TO PUSH TEN-CENT GOODS OR NOT 


is again the question brought up by several Buffalo druggists. 
One of them, well known over the State, says that he is hav- 
ing a great run on them, selling so many more of such pack- 
ages than of more expensive ones that he can afford to be in- 
different to 25-cent and more expensive packages. The very 
next druggist volunteers the opinion that the 10-cent goods are 
killing the trade, and that every possible means should be 
taken to discourage their sale. A third probably hits the mark 
better than either of the others by saying that no merchant 
should undertake to dictate what his customers should buy. 
Let him study the situation, and while he may favor the ar- 
ticle or the package that seems most profitable he must still 
sell what the public wants or he will see trade going by him 
to some other merchant who caters to it. Communities dif- 
fer very much in these matters. Even one street in a city will 
often demand what the next one will not. The merchant must 
be posted in these things or he is going to get left. 


A PATRIOTIC DRUGGIST. 


The late Julius E. Francis, for 40 years a well-known drug- 
gist of Buffalo, has been brought to prominent local notice 
by the report of his presentation of the statue of Lincoln 
to the Buffalo Historical Society on the 16th. Mr. Francis 
was a veteran collector, and also a worshiper of Lincoln. As 
early as 1874 he began the celebration of Lincoln’s Birthday 
by holding meetings in a public hall, paying all the expenses 
of the gathering. So many people attended that an after- 
noon and an evening session had to be held. He made a col- 
lection of war relics, and presented it to the Grosvenor Li- 
brary of Buffalo in 1872, when Millard Fillmore was still 
president of it. A second collection was given to the Buffalo 
Historical Society. Mr. Francis expended $20,000 in collec- 
tions from 1863 to the time of his death. He was born in 
Wethersfield, Conn., in 1882, and in 1841 entered into partner- 
ship with Samuel Coleman in the drug trade in Buffalo. The 
sign of Coleman & Francis was still up some time after Fran- 
cis’ death in 1881. He never married. 


COINCIDENCES POINTING TO ADVERSE FATALITY, 


The Western branch of the State Board of Pharmacy is 
coming to the conviction that there is some adverse fatality 
connected with its cases against delinquent druggists. The 
facility with which some of the accused find excuses for delay 
is wonderful. One of them has secured at least five postpone- 
ments, practically all on some family reason. When the case 
again came up the other day, it was with an assurance on 
the part of the prosecutors that it could no longer stave off 
trial, but the usual plea was entered, a death in the family. 
At first the prosecution was certain that there could be no 
truth in the statement, but it was found to be a fact and the 
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case went over. The board is not inclined to be superstitious, 
but it will begin to distribute Persian amulets before long if 
these things continue. The Western branch has for the No- 
vember examination 12 applicants for pharmacy licenses and 
ten for druggist. 


MINOR NEWS NOTES. 


F. H. von Boemle, representative of the Cleveland Rubber 
Works, was in Buffalo a short time ago looking after his 
special trade and making his usual profitable round. 


J. H. Brown, formerly druggist at Jefferson and Swan 
streets, Buffalo, but who went to Idaho some years ago, has 
returned and taken a clerkship in Seisser’s pharmacy. 


The only clerk change reported to Secretary Reimann of 
the Western branch of late is that of Charles F. Lazelere from 
H. J. Smith’s to Foxon’s, Buffalo. 


Besides maintaining an independent office with its own 
traveling force in Buffalo, Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, 
cover the general territory with F. L. Bodman, who was in 
the city late in October. 


A Buffalo druggist had just been arranging a lot of fancy 
soap in a very fanciful way in his window, and was asked if 
window displays paid. He replied very emphatically that 
they did. He had always found that he could add very ma- 
terially to the sale of anything that could be set up attractively 
in his window. It was not uncommon to sell the whole of a 
half gross of soap to customers who merely saw it in the win- 
dow, and would not have come inside at all otherwise. This 
sale plainly increases other sales also. 


The Angora cat fad has reached the Buffalo drug store, 
likewise the cat; so that it is the best sort of form to keep 
one somewhere in the establishment as a sort of animated 
paper weight or example to the fair customer in the art of 
looking pretty. Druggist Horace P. Hayes, with several stores 
in his name, who lately lost a fine Angora by death that cost 
him $100, is dealing in them, and already has quite an assort- 
ment on hand. As a rule, the animals are very peaceable and 
easily handled, but there is one in a downtown drug store that 
ought to be shipped back to the jungle that produced its an- 
eestors. Any sort of advance is met with a declaration of war. 





Birmingham Drug Firms Consolidate. 


Negotiations which have been in progress for some time be- 
tween prominent drug men of Birmingham, Ala., looking to 
the formation of a new wholesale drug concern have beeu 
perfected by the formation of the Doster-Northington Drug 
Company, and the firms of the Doster Drug Company and 
Nabers, Morrow & Sinnige have been consolidated within the 
new company, the capital stock of whom is $100,000. This 
deal will mean the absorption of the entire building of both 
concerns in the new organization. The present stockholders 
of the two concerns will continue to be interested in the new 
company. The officers and directors will be as follows: J. 
T. Doster, president; F. D. Nabers, vice-president; M. P. North- 
ington, treasurer; W. A. Davies, secretary; directors: J. T. 
Doster, M. P. Northington, Dr. F. D. Nabers, Dr. George M. 
Morrow and §S. L. Earle. 





“A Creditable Undertaking.” 


[From the Canadian Pharmaceutical Journal for November.] 


We were going to say some nice things about our friend 
Caswell A. Mayo, of the AMERICAN DruGaIstT, but we find that 
he “shook hands with himself” in his last issue. Well, he 
deserves it. We join his congratulations on the journalistic 
enterprise displayed during the past two months. During 
that period has traveled twice across the Continent and re- 
ported, in the most comprehensive manner, three national as- 
sociation meetings. His work on the A. Ph, A. meeting was 
worthy of a remark. The last general session of that associa- 
tion was held on September 15 at the Hotel Walton, Philadel- 
phia, and fon the same day] the AMERICAN DRuGGIST con- 
tained a twenty-five-page report of the proceedings, copiously 
illustrated, with exhaustive abstracts of all committee reports 
and important papers presented. a description of entertain- 
ments and the exhibition and a short biographical sketch of 
about twenty A. Ph. A. veterans in attendance. The next is- 
sue contained a full report of the N. A. R. D. meeting in Cleve- 
land. Across the Continent and a telegraphic report from Cali- 
fornia of the meeting of the National Wholesale Association 
followed in the next, completing a creditable undertaking. 
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Good Work of N. A. R. D.—Six Per Cent. Dividends for Soda 
Fountain Co.—Druggists Elected to the Legislature—Tobacco 
Trust Opens Retail Stores. 


DRUGGIST AND 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Boston, November 19.—The druggists of Beverly, Salem, 
Peabody and Danvers met at Salem last week and organized 
under N. A. R. D. auspices. In the district goods are already 
being sold under a schedule ranging from 79 to 85 cents. In 
Lynn an 85-cent rate has been adopted, this last city having 
been recently whipped into line by N. A. R. D. agents. 

On November 17 a preliminary meeting of the druggists of 
Malden, Melrose, Medford, Wakefield and vicinity was held 
at Malden. Mr. Hoffman presided, and C. P. Flynn, of Bos- 
ton, made an address. It was voted to organize at once as 
the Malden Druggists’ Association. Mr. Hoffman will soon 
complete the canvass of this district. Hub druggists who have 
met Organizer Hoffman are much taken with his appearance 
and energy. He impresses one as a person not easily dis- 
couraged. Mr. Hoffman is gradually working toward this 
city, and he is expected to begin the work here shortly after 
January 1. The outcome will be awaited with interest. 

DRUGGIST LEGISLATORS. 

Now that the election returns are all in it appears that a 
number of Hub druggists will do duty this winter under the 
gilded dome. As far as can be ascertained, all of the candi- 
dates from this district were successful. Frank E. Gaylord, 
Washington street, Republican, polled a large vote in a strong 
Democratic district, running ahead of his ticket. Walter E. 
Nichols, Columbus avenue, was honored with a re-election. 
Arthur L. Gavin, Warren street, was promoted from the Bos- 
ton Common Council to the State House. Frank H. Howe, of 
the Allston district, also received a flattering vote. Hon. John 
C. Sparks, fifth district, was defeated for Congress, but only 
after an exciting and interesting battle. His opponent re- 
ceived only 945 more votes than were accorded Mr. Sparks. 
Karan J. Hart, of Dorchester avenue, is a candidate for Al- 
derman and won a place on the ticket at the recent Demo- 
cratic caucus. Robert K. Willard, of Pittsfield, is likely to 
be a mayorality candidate in that city under the Democratic 
banner. 

THE AMERICAN SODA FOUNTAIN CO. 


have just ‘teclared a dividend of 6 per cent. on the first pre- 
ferred shares. It was payable November 11. Leonard Tufts 
is having a well earned outing at Pinehurst, and at the same 
time looking after his numerous interests there. He will be 
absent about two weeks. 

RETAIL STORES FOR A TRUST. 

The Tobacco Trust are showing much activity and have 
already opened retail stores in this vicinity. Their scheme is 
to sell well-known brands of cigars at such ruinous rates that 
other dealers cannot afford to carry them, and then eventually 
to attempt to squelch the factories manufacturing these 
brands by a series of discounts, at the same time making an 
opening for their own goods. Several meetings of union 
workers and druggists have been held in opposition to this 
plan, and the workmen are now engaged in sending circulars 
to druggists explaining their side of the question. 


ITEMS. 

F. F. Ernest, of Boston, was married to Miss Gertrude 
Klitzke, October 8. 

Edward P. Worth, Ph.G., M.D., of Edgartown, is enjoying 
a well earned vacation and visiting friends about town. 

William G. Smith, a clerk in a Tremont row store, was re- 
ported as missing on November 14. 

E. C. Marshall, Ph. G., 157 Bunker Hill street, has retired 
from business. His successor is T. J. Colgan, who has been 
Mr. Marshall’s partner for some time. ; 

The Children’s Hospital on Huntington avenue has opened 
a dispensing department. It is in charge of Bertha Pink- 
ham, Ph.G., M.C. P., ’02. 

The American Soda Fountain Company are preparing drug- 
gists for an active winter’s campaign. The present demand is 
largely for the hot apparatus. These have recently been sup- 
plied to C. H. Goldthwaite, Brockton; E. J. Wheeler, Stough- 
ton; Fred Howard, Lowell; Henry Adams, Springfield; Tes- 
sier Bros., Boston; E. N. Wilkins, Stoughton; Aldrich & Dut- 
ton, Keene, N. H.; D. F. Rourke, Brighton, and N. T. Tobey, 
Fall River. Mr. Tobey’s store was the scene of a recent fire. 
T. E. Varney, Dover, N. H., has just purchased a carbonator 
from the above concern. 
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The Work of Consolidation Goes On—An Attractive Prospectus— 
on Paper—Moving for Cheaper Alcohol—Bowlers at Work. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, November 20.—E. E. Wilson, president, and 
J. M. Wooley, secretary, of the Union Drug Company, are 
pushing the business of this concern, and it is stated they 
have options on a number of drug stores. The business of 
this corporation is the dealing in drugs, both wholesale and 
retail. It is said the company are to own, operate and control 
40 stores, all thoroughly equipped, and directed from one cen- 
tral or head office, where all purchases of stock, supplies and 
other merchandise will be made. It is estimated that the 40 
stores will require supplies to the amount of $300,000 annual- 
ly. By the concentration of capital here proposed a large 
sum alone can be saved in the first cost of goods and mer- 
chandise. There is to be one chemist, who will superintend 
the manufacture of all the chemical and pharmaceutical prep- 
arations required in the business. Those who are engineering 
the co. say: 

The annual receipts arising out of the operation of forty (40) stores 


under the proposed methods of conducting the business have been con- 
servatively estimated at the following figures: 





Pa ERR CORRS Sag ial dei eoa piesa o anatig ek) v 607s oc one Geos bose wk onvoie Oa $440.000 
Operating expenses, including rentals, salaries, insur- 
ance, taxes and incidentals... .cccecccccces $147,000 
Drugs, chemicals, perfumes, etc...............0200. 258,500 
—— 405,500 
Rem ISOMEM stp aos ccia’ ofa i-0)a:chi we aes mule lrce: 6s ls~Aival wtlaaero es elas tsa Olas evareve $34,500 
Dividends of 6 per cent. on $200,000................c cc ceee 12.000 
PERE oe rye oo aoa ores ora rect vncn tay ietas oo) cesar ola eer wuareret eee $22.500 


THE BOWLERS OPEN THE SEASON, 


The fight for supremacy among the teams that comprise 
the Wholesale Druggist League is on. On November 4 the 
team from R. Shoemaker & Co. was defeated by Whitall, 
Tatum & Co. by the score of 3 to 0. On the same evening J. 
E. Lee Company was beaten by Smith, Kline & French Com- 
pany by 3 to 0. On November 11 the Corks won from H. K. 
Wampole by 2 to 1 and the Wanders lost to R. Shoemaker 
& Co. by 0 to 3. The following is the programme for the 
season. 


1902— November— 
4. R. Shoemaker & Co, vs. W. T. 


Co. 

11. Corks vs. H. K. Wampole & 
0. 

18. J. E. Lee Co. vs. H. K. W. & 


0. 

25. R. 8. & Co. vs. Corks. 
December— 

2. W. T. Co. vs. Corks. 

9. W. T. Co. vs. Wanders. 

- Wampole & Co., vs. 

Wanders. 


23. W. T. & Co. vs. J. E. Lee Co., 


30. R. S. & Co. vs. H. K. W. & Co. 
1903—January— 

6. J. E. Lee Co. vs. Corks. 

13. 8. K. F. Co. vs. Wanders. 

20. J. E. Lee Co. vs. Smith K. F. 


1902—November— 
4. J. E. Lee Co. vs. Smith K. F. 


Co. 
a. Wages vs. R. Shoemaker & 


‘0. 
18. W. T. Co. vs. Smith K. F. Co. 
25. J. E. Lee Co. vs. Wanders. 
December— 
2. Smith K. F. Co. vs. H. K. 
Wampole. 
9. R. S. & Co. vs. J. E. Lee Co. 
16. S. K. F. Co. vs. Corks. 
23. R. S. & Co. vs. S. K. F. Co. 
1903—January— 
6. W. T. Co. vs. H. K. Wampole. 
13. R. ener & Co. vs. W. T. 
50. 


20. Corks vs. H. K. Wampole. 
27. W. T. Co. vs. J. E. Lee Co. 
3 te wa 


‘0. 

27. R. Shoemaker vs. Wanders. . H. K. Wampole vs. Wanders. 
February— 10. W. T. Co. vs. Corks. 

3. S. K. F. Co. vs. Corks. 17. R. Shoemaker & Co. vs. H. K. 
10. R. Shoemaker vs. J. E. Lee Wampole. 
0. 24. J. E. Lee Co. vs. Corks. 
17. S. K. F. Co. vs. Wanders. March— 
24. W. T. Co. vs. H. K. Wampole. 3. S. no F. Co. vs. H. K. Wam- 


March— pole. 
J. E. Lee Co. vs. Wanders, 10. W. T. Co. vs. Wanders. 
17. J. E. Lee Co. vs. H. K. Wam- 


3. J. 
10. R. S. & Co. vs. S. K. F. Co. 
Corks vs. Wanders. = 
24. R. Shoemaker & Co. vs. Corks. 


aT. 
24. W. T. Co: va. 8. B.. B. Co. 
MOVING FOR CHEAPER ALCOHOL. 


The manufacturers who use alcohol and the local druggists 
are endeavoring to have a reduction made in the revenue tax 
on this article. They are now engaged in a movement to peti- 
tion Congress for a reduction in the tax from $1.10 to 70 cents 
a proof gallon. Circulars have been distributed throughout 
the United States among the leading retail druggists asking 
their co-operation in the movement, which is being supported 
by the National Wholesale Druggists Association and the 
Manufacturing Perfumers’ Association. The petition says 
that the alcohol used by retail druggists in compounding medi- 
cines is estimated to amount to several million gallons, and 
that a tax as great as on alcohol is excessive and burdensome 
in the extreme, and cannot be justified by existing conditions 
in the public revenue. Owing to the present excessive rate 
the use of alcohol for manufacturing purposes is very much 
less than it would be under a lower tax, as the effect of the 
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present tax has been to force many industries to use inferior 
substitutes for taxed grain alcohol. 


PHILADELPHIA NEWS NOTES. 


John Weiler, formerly connected with the Duquesne Incan- 
descent Light Company, has been appointed manager of Wm. 
F. Vandergrift’s pharmacy, at Torresdale. 


Monroe P. Lind, of the firm of Schandein & Lind, is con- 
fined to his house with a severe attack of growing pains. 'The 
doctor, however, calls his ailment rheumatism. 


W. J. Pechin, who owns one of the most lucrative stores in 
the northwestern section of the city, at Twentieth street and 
Columbia avenue, is making extensive and elaborate altera- 
tions, and when comp'eted it is said it is to be one of the 
bandsomest stores in the city. 


Dr. Sickies, who has conducted the drug store at Twenty- 
ubird and Parrish streets for several years, has disposed of his 
interest tc Mr. Tilton. The doctor has taken a house opposite 
to the stere and will devote all his time to the practice of 
medicine. 


Milton Campbell, who has been managing the drug store at 
703 North Fifth street since October, committed suicide on 
November 13. Mr. Campbell was 32 years old, and came to 
this city from South Bethlehem. About seven weeks ago he 
was employed by Dr. R. J. Crawford to manage his store. 


Since Johnson & Johnson have taken the building at 514 
Arch street, Mr. Bransome has developed that building into a 
regular drug headquarters. In addition to its being occupied 
by Johnson & Johnson it has become the Philadelphia home 
of the following well-known concerns: Herf & Frerichs, of St. 
Louis; Ungerer & Co., of New York; Stallman & Fulton, of 
New York; Townes & James, of Brooklyn; the Welch Grape 
Juice Company, A. B. Willson, A. H. Bolton, jr., and J. D. Me- 
Ferrin, while two or three other firms are negotiating for 
offices. 

Walter F. Ware, who for a number of years has conducted 
the store on Arch street above Fifth, nas made a stock com- 
pany out of the business, with a capitalization of $125,000. 
The stock is nonassessable, and all has been taken. The bulk 
of the shares is held by Mr. Ware. It is to be a close corpor- 
ation, and is to be known as the Walter F. Ware Company. 
The officers are as follows: President, Charles H. Snyder; 
treasurer, Walter F Ware; secretary, Harry D. Moore. All 
the shareholders have been in the employ of Mr. Ware for a 
number of years. 


Now that the strike fever has set in among organized la- 
bor, it is believed that some of the bacilli have been taken up 
by those who should know enough to keep away from this con- 
tageous and infectious disease. It appears that the faculty 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy had instituted a new 
rule which compelled all students to present their matricula- 
tion tickets before they could be admitted to the lectures. On 
November 14 the members of the Senior Class went out on a 
strike and refused to return to the classroom until the faculty 
withdrew from the position it had taken. On that day an at- 
tendant of the college was ordered not to let any one enter 
the room without showing his card. Very few had their paste- 
board with them. and a mass meeting was held and the stu- 
dents, eighty in number, formed into line and marched four 
abreast. They sang, danced and gave yell after yell, after 
which they marched to the college. Here the differences were 
arbitrated and peace once more reigned. 





Legal Battle On in Maryland. 


The effort of Dr. Charles B. Henkel, of Annapolis, presi- 
dent of the Maryland Board of Pharmacy, to secure judicial 
affirmation of his interpretation of the pharmacy act passed 
by the last Legislature, took a new form on October 27. Dr. 
Henkel, through counsel, applied for and was granted leave 
to withdraw his bill. to which the Circuit Court for Anne 
Arundel County had already sustained a demurrer, and to file 
separate bills against Charles G. Feldmeyer and John H. 
Musterman, also of Annappolis, asking that the action of the 
Board of Pharmacy in granting them certificates as pharma- 
cists be declared invalid. 

The new bills are drawn with the idea of meeting the 
court’s objections to Dr. Henkel’s position as stated in its 
opinion sustaining the demurrer. The special effort is made 
to have the court secure evidence tending to show that 
Messrs. Feldmeyer and Musterman had not been engaged in 
the compounding of drugs as contemplated by the act. 

On November 11 the other members of the board filed a 
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demurrer to Dr. Henkel’s petition, being joined in the action 
by Mr. Feldmeyer. On their previous demurrer they were 
sustained by the court. 





OHIO. 


The United Drug Company Interests Cincinnati Pharmacists—Half 
a Million Capital—A Cleveland Stockholder Talks. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Cincinnati, Nov. 10.—Cut rate druggists and dealers who 
have not been engaged in the cut rate business have entered 
a great combine, to be known as the United Drug Company, 
according to information conveyed to Cincinnati members 
of the trade. According to the statements given out by the 
promoters the new combine will have a capital of half a million 
and there are already about 40 stockholders, who are among 
the largest retail dealers in the country. In a statement given 
out by W. S. Marshall, of Cleveland, himself a stockholder 
and one of the chief promoters of the combine, he says: 

We will be doing business within pve days, but are not in readi- 
ness to make known all our plans in detail, though the plans are now 
practically complete. 

The new company was formed for the purpose of reducing the cost 
of many articles now handled by the drug trade. We will establish 
throughout this country, in the largest cities, a trade name in products. 
This will give them an individuality never before obtained by any com- 
pany. Forty leading retailers, in the forty largest cities in the coun- 
try, comprise the company. Its capital stock is $500,000. Within 
thirty days we will be doing business. 

This will be the biggest thing in the country. 

New York, Chicago, Denver, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land and nearly every other big city will be affected. The 
company will make proprietary medicines and sell them. 

According to common rumor, Miss Cora Dow, who owns 
six of the largest retail stores in Cincinnati, either is or is 
about to become one of the heaviest stockholders in the new 
company. “ Because of illness I did not attend the recent 
stockholders’ meeting,” said Miss Dow. ‘“ As I understand 
it, the purpose of the company is to handle pharmaceutical 
preparations. I am not now a member of the company, but 
I probably will become interested in the enterprise.” Otto 
Gray, of the Stein-Gray Company, said the company would 
affect retail dealers only. Attorney Frank Freericks, of the 
Ohio Valley Retail Druggists’ Association, said he had no 
information about the matter. 


CINCINNATI SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY. 


To the ninety-fifth regular meeting of the Cincinnati Ses- 
tion of the American Chemical Society, November 7, “The 
Action of Methyl Magnesium Iodine upon Azoxybenzene,” 
was presented by Thomas Evans for discussion. The meeting 
was held in the chemical lecture room of the Ohio Mechanics’ 
Institute. 


A FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLAR BUILDING FOR VOGELER. 


The Alfred Vogeler Wholesale Drug Company will erect 
a $50,000 addition to their present large plant on West Sixth 
street. Work upon the improvements, which will be erected 
on the east of the present buildings, will be commenced as 
soon as the contracts for the iron work can be let. The com- 
pany secured additional property 52 feet on Sixth street and 
90 feet deep, ten years ago, with a view to enlarging. Last 
Saturday it secured the adjoining lot, of 25 feet front, with 
the same depth, from Edward Weil for $20,000. Alfred Voge- 
ler said the company would erect a six-story structure on the 
land, which would be the finest of the kind in the country. A 
representative of the firm will visit all the large drug estab- 
lishments of the East,and the best features of these plants will 
be embodied in the new addition, the exterior of which will 
be of pressed brick. 


BRIEF NEWS NOTES. 


Harry G. Ganz, a graduate of the Cincinnati College of 
Pharmacy, has been appointed assistant pharmacist at the 
Cincinnati Hospital, under Prof. Andrew Bain. He succeeds 
Edwin Lotze, who recently resigned. 


George J. Budde, one of the most popular heads of depart- 
ment of the Stein-Gray Wholesale Drug Company, has left 
that firm to establish a partnership with Max Fuchs, as 
Budde & Fuchs. They have opened a large store on West 
Fourth street, and will carry an extensive line of sponges, 
chamois, etc. 

According to members of the Ohio Valley Retail Druggists’ 
Association every effort is being made by members of the as- 
sociation to secure control of the location situation. Several 
secret meetings have been held by the Board of Control lately, 


homes. 


<7 eM 





cr gE yee ” 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


and plans have been finally formulated to prevent the pro- 
posed cut rate war, though a public statement at the present 
time is considered inadvisable. 


John K. Robinson, jr., secretary of the Carrara Paint Com- 
pany, staggered into a drug store at Barberton, Ohio, saying 
he had been assaulted and robbed. His clothing was torn 
to shreds and he was covered with blood from many wounds 
about the head and face. He is a son of John K. Robinson, 
sr., treasurer of the Diamond Match Company, and is well 
known in the Ohio drug trade. The footpads secured only 
$25 and his scarf pin. 


The Pompeian Mfg. Company now occupy the entire half 
of the fifth floor of the Ellastone Building at the corner of 
Prospect and Sheriff streets, Cleveland, Ohio, about quadrup- 
ling their capacity for the manufacture of Pompeian Cream, 
the sale of which spreads from the Klondike region to Mexico, 
anu from the Pacific Coast to the British Isles. Considering 
that this firm have pushed their Cream only 17 months, their 
record may be considered as somewhat remarkable. 


A social gathering under the auspices of the Alumni As- 
sociation of the Cincinnati College of Pharmacy was held at 
the College Building, Tuesday evening, November 18. <Ad- 
dresses were delivered by Prof. D. N. C. Hodges, librarian of 
the Cincinnati Public Library, on “'The Public Library as 
an Educational Institution,’ and Prof. Adolph Leue, on “ My 
Recent Tour Through the Wonderlands of Ohio,” illustrated 
with stereopticon views. Many members of the Botanical 
Society and teachers were invited by the officers of the 
association. 


In Cincinnati recently the AMERICAN DRUGGIST man saw J. 
S. Blitz, who calls on the jobbing trade for J. Ellwood Lee 
Company in the West, and who said he had just signed a new 
contract for 1904 with the old firm. Mr. Blitz has been on 
their payroll for six years and always receives a hearty wel- 
ecme wherever he culls. He always has a new line of stories 
and a pocket full of cigars, and has many warm friends in the 
trade. In Cleveland, recently, it is stated that he was having 
his accustomed pabulum one morning in the café of the hotel. 
His check was 45 cents. He asked the waiter if he had 10 
cents, and when the sable gentleman produced that amount 
he handed him 40 cents, with the waiter’s 10 cents and said, 
“ George, just pay that check and keep the change.” ‘ How is 
at? how is at? Mr. Blitz?” exclaimed the astonished negro. 
“Here is you 40 cents and here is my dime! Now, you just 
pay your own check as you pass out de doa, nemmid ’bout dat 
tip.” 





Deaths in the Drug Trade. 


BEAL.—In Uniontown, Pa., on Wednesday, October 29, Dr. 
L. C. Beal, in the fifty-second year of his age. 

Cain.—In Carthage, Ill., on Sunday, October 20, Laban 
Cain, in the fifty-sixth year of his age. 

CAMPBELL.—In Philadelphia, Pa., November 14, Milton 
Campbell, of South Bethlehem, Pa. 

CASTNER.—In Pittsburg, Pa., on Friday, October 31, Lewis 
C. Castner, in the sixtieth year of his age. 

CHANDLER.—In Indianapolis, Ind., on Friday, October 31, 
Lewis Chandler, in the thirty-fifth year of his age. 

KorizEK.—In Cloquet, Minn., on Sunday, October 26, Al- 
bert Korizek, in the twenty-ninth year of his age. 

REED.—In Clarion, Pa., on Wednesday, November 12, John 
C. Reed, in the eighty-first year of his age. 





Passed the Ohio Board. 


The following applicants passed the examinations held by 
the Ohio Board of Pharmacy on October 14 and 15: 

Pharmacists.—George Nees, William Scheidt, George F. Stier, 
Rudolph Rochmann, S. Edwin Hamilton, Herman Durand, J. 
Renick Brown and Harry C. Bode, Cincinnati; Frank Sanda, 
East Palestine; Milton H. Shoemaker, Weston, Mich.; Charles 
Laub, C. F. Ackerman, J. George Rosenfelder, Julius C. Bel- 
monte and Elizabeth B. Fay, Cleveland; William H. Shanks, 
Wellsville; Arthur H. Thomas and Robert E. Lodge, Columbi- 
ana; J. Lawrence Hoffmann, Heury A. Ullrich, Ada; C. Lewis 
McFarlane and George A. Kenney, Youngstown; J. R. Mallory 
and Frank Bernhardt, Parkersburg, W. Va.; Charles G. Kim- 
mel, Wharton; Maude B. Johns, Dayton, Ky.; M. L. Cockerill, 
Dayton; George O. Sikes, Lebanon; Charles E. Bradshaw, 
Niles; Andrew Schmittauer, Nelsonville. 

Assistant Certificates on Pharmacists’ Examination.—John 
H. McCauley, Toledo; Harold H. Hurd, Jackson; H. W. Rey- 
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nard, Tippecanoe; Emmet B. Cary, Alliance; Ellis E. Mathews, 
Ada; Ferdinaud A. De Mersits, Cleveland; Arthur C. Nach- 
trieb, Delta; Ford Laughlin, Steubenville; George H. Schnitt- 
ger and Louis A. Becker, Cincinnati; Clarence N. McKelvey, 
Bellaire; Ernest P. Wheeler, Proctorville; Joseph M. Lammert, 
Wyoming. 

Assistant Pharmacists.-Kkdward Genee, Cleveland; C. Ed- 
win Snyder, Zanesville; Harvey Hall, Lorain; John Littleton, 
Broughton; Carl Finck. Somerset; Julius G. Stammel and 
Anna F. Hare, Cincinnati. 





MICHIGAN. 


Spectacular Fire Destroys American Percolating Co.’s Plant—List o 
Pharmacists Registered by the Board. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Detroit, Mich., November 20.—A spectacular fire was the 
result of a terrific explosion in the plant of the American Per- 
colating Company, in River Rouge village. Contrary to or- 
ders, the night watchman came into the laboratry with a 
lighted lantern, on which the globe did not fit closely. Chem- 
ist August Roach was making some experiments at the time. 
Gases from the chemicals caused the explosion. Both men 
were thrown to the floor, and the roof of the laboratory torn 


The two men were able to rise and rush from the build- 
ing, being burned as they ran. Roach went back to rescue 
a pair of valuable chemist’s scales, and a second explosion 
came. He again succeeded in getting out, but was severely 
burned about the face and arms, and inhaled some of the 
flame. There was a delay in getting water, and the inflam- 
mable nature of the chemicals and oils in the building made 
it impossible to put out the fire. Blazing oils and acids shot 
pillars of flame into the air and hundreds of people were at- 
tracted by the sight. The loss is between $15,000 and $20,000. 
yeorge A. Steel is chairman of the company, and he says the 
building will likely be rebuilt. 


REGISTERED BY THE BOARD. 


At a recent meeting of the Michigan State Board of Vhar- 
macy, in Lansing, 61 applicants were examined for certificates 
as registered pharmacists and 12 for papers as assistants. 
Of these 29 were given licenses as pharmacists and eight were 
granted papers, as follows: 

Registered pharmacists.—C. B. Aspin, Midland; F. C. Bal- 
intine, Port Huron; A. C. Briggs, Plymouth; R. B. Bolton and 
Wm. E. McIntosh, Imlay City; B. A. Benson, Cadillac; Horace 
Cobb, Cassopolis; M. J. Chapin and E. S. Nivison, Detroit; 
R. A. Carmichael, Sault Ste. Marie; C. G. Foster, Otsego; 
John T. Fowler, jr., Mason; Thomas Graham, Emmet; B. A. 
Gast, St. Joseph; F. E. Holden, Brown City; Wm. A. Howell, 
West Branch; F. E. Hutchings and P. S. Peck, Grand Rapids; 
H. F. Kloeffler, Armada; W. E. Loebuck, Saginaw; D. R 
Landsborough, Dagett; F. J. La Vigne, Negaunee; A. E. 
Moore and Joseph Taggert, Marlette; Louis F. Stoiz, Royal 
Oak; C. J. Shain, Birmingham; H. B. Walker, Albion; C. W. 
Wilcox, Flushing; W. A. Zuicke, Chelsea. 

Assistant pharmacists.—C. W. Avery, Bay City; N. J. Eck- 
berg and Henry Pyle, Grand Rapids; B. F. Gain, Port Huron; 
F. S. Schloeder, Detroit; Albert Tilly, St. Joseph; H. J. Wilson 
and Edith Wilson, Big Rapids. 


DETROIT NOTES. 


A drug man broke into the realm of aquatic sport when 
Genera: Manager William M. Warren, of Parke, Davis & Co., 
recently bought the cup defender “ Cadillac ’’ from the syndi- 
cate who had acquired the flyer at auction. The price paid is 
said to be in the neighborhood of $2,000. 


The big protective association being formed by the leading 
cut-rate druggists of the country, to be known as the United 
Drug Company, is looked on favorably by the cut-raters of 
Detroit, but it cannot be learned that they have as yet gone 
into the organization. W. N. Worcester, of Gray & Worcester, 
well-known cut-rate men, would not admit that his firm were 
in. 

A two-story brick and stone power building has been de- 
signed for Parke, Davis & Co. by Architects Donaldson and 
Meier. It will be strictly fire and germ proof and will cost 
$22,000. The same architects have also designed for the big 
drug firm 2 barn for the biological department. The generat 
contract for the erection of the buildings is held by William 
H. Traves. 
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Illinois Drug Travelers to Be Organized—Illinois Association to 
Relegate Scientific Matters to the A. Ph. A.—To Meet a 
Bloomington in May. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, November 17.—At a meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Illinois Pharmaceutical Association this 
afternoon definite action was taken toward the formation of 
a traveling men’s organization, which is to be affiliated with 
the Illinois Pharmaceutical Association. The two associa- 
tions will meet hereafter at the same time and place and 
will discuss the commercial side of pharmacy matters. The 
Illinois association has decided to leave the discussion of sci- 
entific questions to the American Pharmaceutical, in order 
that the local body may be able to give proper attention to 
business features and in such matters the traveling men are, 
of course, also interested. George W. Matthison, Frank L. 
E. Gauss and F. N. Oxley were chosen as a committee to agi- 
tate the matter among their fellow salesmen, so that? final ac- 
tion can be taken at the next meeting of the Illinois Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 


I, PH, A. TO MEET AT BLOOMINGTON. 


It was decided by the Executive Committee to have the 
next annual meeting take place at Bloomington between May 
10 and 20, 1903. 

Delegates from the Clerks’ Association were in attendance 
in order to push their plan for having a clerk appointed on the 
State Board. After much talk the fact came out that the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, as a whole, had no power to make any 
such recommendation. The only thing the clerks can there- 
fore do is to induce some member of the Executive Commit- 
tee to recommend the appointment desired. 

There has been much “ trust” talk as the result of the for- 
mation of the United Drug Company. This company was 
formed after meetings in the Holland House, New York, and 
at the Auditorium, Chicago. The local meeting took place 
October 27, 28 and 29. The company are composed of 40 re- 
tailers in 40 of the largest cities, and are capitalized at $500,- 
000. The central office will he in Boston, where the laboratory 
will be located. The local representative of the concern will 
be the Public Drug Company, 150 State street. Details of the 
incorporation were given in the AMERICAN Drucaeist for No- 
vember 10. 

Mr. Hexter says there is to be no “trust fighting.” He de- 
clares that the company will do extensive advertising, and that 
the entire product will be placed in the hands of one retailer 
in each city. The concern is established, it is asserted, for 
the purpose of reducing the cost of manufacturing many ar- 
ticles. Reports have been current that the N. A. R. D. was to 
be attacked, but Mr. Hexter denies this, and N. A. R. D. offi- 
cials also say they have no knowledge of any such plan. 


NEW YORK NOT YET TO BE ORGANIZED, 


New York City is not to be invaded for the present by or- 
ganizers of the N. A. R. D. This change of policy is the re- 
sult of a decision reacked at the last meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee. Boston, however, will be visited within a few 
days by a force of organizers, and within a few weeks there 
will be a great deal of work done in Philadelphia. The State 
of Pennsylvania is practically “ finished up” in the language 
of Dr. Noel, who is at the head of the organizing force, and 
much satisfaction is felt over conditions there. Men have been 
sent to Texas, and other rather remote points have received 
attention, but New York is to be passed by. Cities are get- 
ting most of the attention of the N. A. R. D. forces this year, 
and next year the country will be the center of interest. Men 
are to be left in the principal centers of business, and will 
have control of the work in the surrounding districts. 


A CONCERT AT THE DRUG CLUB. 


A concert, given in the rooms of the Chicago Drug Trade 
Club Thursday, November 13, was highly appreciated by a 
large audience. All who took part were professionals, and 
their work pleased the auditors hugely. There were piano 
and mandolin numbers, singing and reading. The club is 
thriving, and this entertainment gave a good example of the 
hold the organization has in local trade circles. The handsome 
rooms over the Bismarck have become headquarters, where 
there are not only good meals to be had, but opportunities to 
meet representative men of the trade under the most favor- 
able conditions are furnished. 


CHICAGO DRUG NOTES. 


J. R. Brower, formerly of Sterling, fll., has opened a store 
on Ogden avenue, near Van Buren street. ; 


The State Board had an apprentice meeting November 14, 
and the regular examinations began November 18. 


John Gleichmann is at present in Chicago, where he is 
booking some valuable orders for the firm of Rosengarten & 
Sons. He says that his Western business, so far, has been 
the largest in the history of his association with the company. 


O. G. Bell, president of the Norwich Pharmacal Company, 
whose main office is at Norwich, N. Y., has been in town for 
the past week in conference with his local manager, Arthur 
M. Wisner. This concern have only carried a stock of goods 
here for one year, but Mr. Bell left for his home in the East 
well pleased with the showing made by Mr. Wisner. 


As a result of recent disclosures regarding the practice of 
hospitals in running their dispensaries without having the 
services of registered men the State Board has started a gen- 
eral investigation. Proceedings against the Presbyterian 
Hospital and the Harvey Medical College have been begun, 
and a general stirring up is promised. The Harvey Medical 
College was found to have only an apprentice in charge. There 
was no regularly registered pharmacist in the establishment. 


Isaac Platt, of 809 South Ashland avenue, has secured a 
temporary injunction against the N. A. R. D. restraining the 
defendants from doing anything that will prevent him from 
purchasing goods. Peter Van Schaack & Sons were the first 
wholesalers to apply a counter irritant, and secured an order 
setting aside the injunction as far as that company is con- 
cerned. Mr. Platt has been placed on the “ black list,” and 
the fact that he had begun suit has been recorded previously 
in these columns. 


R. W. Walker, formerly Chicago manager of the American 
Soda Fountain Company, has recently returned from New 
York where he attended a managers’ meeting of the company. 
At this meeting it was voted to make Mr. Walker general 
sales agent in Chicago, and his son, H. W. Walker, manager, 
who is in the East visiting the Philadelphia, New York and 
Boston offices of the company, and will take up his duties as 
business manager on his return. The Messrs. Walker are gen- 
tlemen with sterling qualities, with more than the average 
amount of the hustle and acumen which go to make up the 
successful man of business. 


The J. Ellwood Lee Company, whose general offices are in 
Conshocken, Pa., are moving their Chicago branch from the 
Atlas Block to the store at 194 Randolph street, where they 
will carry a full line of every product emanating from their 
laboratories. They will use the entire building and basement, 
and the Chicago branch will be under the management of 
Wilson & Wright, which is a very good combination. In the 
East we have the J. & J., and in the West the B. & B., and 
now we have W. & W. in Chicago. Their location is in the 
heart of the drug center—next door to Whitall & Tatum, and 
Morrison Plummer & Co.; and both E. W. Wilson and Geo. H. 
Wright need no introduction to the trade in the West. 


WESTERN NEWS NOTES. 


At Salida, Col., T. C. Bode has succeeded A. M. Alger. 

C. E. Hessey, Glenn, Mich., has sold out to C. B. Ely. 

S. A. Gerard has bought out E. A. Osborne, at Indianola, 
Iowa. 

Welden & Symonds have succeeded Welden, Campbell & 
Co., at Oskaloosa, Iowa. 

Wilson & Crane, Clinton, Iowa, have been succeeded by 
Crane & Slater. 

H. H. Pember, Rock Valley, Iowa, has sold his store to J. 
H. Schemmer. 

P. A. Clemmer has succeeded J. J. Clemmer, at Cresco, 
Iowa. 

The sign over the store of Cresop & Co., Cresco, Iowa, now 
reads Cresop & Bunk. 

S. McDonald & Co., Grand Falls, N. D., have disposed of 
their store to W. E. Patton. 

F. C. Smith, of Madison, S. D., has sold out to T. L. Buch- 
holz. 

G. W. Ely has sold his store at South Whitney, Ind., to W. 
F. Norris. 

E. Daubenberger has succeeded the Glasier Drug Com- 
pany, at Fonda, Iowa. 

J. H. Wood & Son are now the owners of the store of D. 
H. Lohman & Co., at Lafayette, Ind. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, November 22, 1902. 

i inquiry for stock in the various departments of 

drugs, chemicals and pharmaceuticals has been of 
a rather indifferent character during the period under re- 
view, the orders received being largely for jobbing quan- 
tities to cover immediate necessities rather than for specu- 
lative account. At the same time there is a steady busi- 
ness going forward and cheerful expressions are heard 
relative to the trade prospects. There have been no new 
developments in quinine since our last, notwithstanding 
the fall in bark at the recent auction sales, while opium is 
discouragingly inactive. Peppermint oil has given way 
a little and selling pressure is more pronounced, but only 
a fractional decline is to be noted. Prices on cocaine 
have been advanced to the schedule quotation, the cutters 
having withdrawn from the market or advanced their 
prices to the figures quoted by competitors, owing to the 
recent large increase in the cost of raw materials. Bro- 
mides have been further reduced by the manufacturers 
in the face of the prevailing keen competition, and caf- 
feine is unsettled and lower, the decline in this article 
being also attributed to competition. Few other develop- 
ments of unusual importance are to be noted, apart from 
increasing firmness in ergot, Spanish colocynth apples 
and saw palmetto berries, due to scarcity, and seasonable 
fluctations in various staple articles, all of which are tabu- 
lated and receive comment in succeeding paragraphs. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Cocaine, muriate, Caffeine, 
Colocynth apples, Menthol, 


Silver nitrate, 
Peppermint oil, 
Manna, 
Juniper berries, 
Bromide salts, 
Blue vitriol, 
Sal soda. 


Ergot, . 

Saw palmetto berries, 
Saffron, Valencia, 
Ipecac, Carthagena, 
Gentian root, 
Canary seed, 

Jalap, 

Senega root, 
Balsam copaiba, 
Anise oil, 

Cassia oil, 

Saffrol, 

Gamboge, 

Zine oxide, 

Sodium bicarbonate. 


DRUGS. 


Alcohol is without new features of interest, either as regards 
price or demand. Prices are maintained by the trust man- 
agers at the previous range of $2.47 to $2.49 for grain, and 
the demand continues of about the usual proportions. 


Arnica flowers are in moderately active demand and the 
market appears steady at the range of 9c to 9c. 

Balm of Gilead buds show no falling off in the demand 
and we hear of numerous sales of genuine in small lots at 
the quoted price of 35c. 

Balsam copaiba, Central American, has sold actively in a 
jobbing way since our last, and values are firmer, with some 
holders declining to shade 40c, though others are willing to 
sell in a small way at 39c. 

Balsam Peru is held about as before with, however, a 
very moderate trade; quoted $1.05 to $1.10. 

Balsam tolu is a shade easier and recent transactions were 
at 32¢ to 34c. 


Buchu leaves, short, have not varied since our last; the 
light current requirements of the trade are being met at 28c 
to 30c, and holders of prime green are not anxious sellers. 


Caffeine has declined sharply in the interval and the re- 
vised quotations for bulk are $3.00 to $3.25, a decline of 25c 
per lb. from the previous prices. 


Chloral was the subject of a decision in the U. S. Circuit 
Court last week changing the rate of duty from 55c per Ib. 
as a medicinal preparation to 25 per cent. ad valorem as a 
chemical compound, and unless the Government wins on ap- 
peal from the decision a drop in the market price may be 
looked for. 


Cocaine has recovered from its former unsettled condition, 
dealers who have been cutting prices having restored their 
figures to the schedule established by the principal manufac- 
turers, which is $3.75 to $3.95 for bulk. Crude tends steadily 
upward and the market is reported very firm. A further 
early advance is among the probabilities. 


Coca leaves are in improved demand, and recent heavy 
sales have somewhat depleted stocks, which has served to 
impart a firmer tone to the market and strengthen the views 
a oa Sales of Huanuco at 30c to 32¢c and Truxillo at 

¢e to 20c. 


Codliver oil, Norwegian, lacks important inquiry, but mar- 
ket conditions are favorable to holders, the local position of 
the oil being decidedly firm, with none offering below the 
limit of the market range. While prime brands are obtained 
in some instances at $50.00 to $52.00, $54.00 is wanted by 
others for favorite brands. 


Colocynth apples continue in active demand, and values 
show an upward tendency, especially for Spanish, which are 
extremely scarce on spot and quoted 22c; Trieste held and 
selling at 36c to 42c, as to quality and quantity. 


Cubeb berries are moving out fairly in a jobbing way at 
814¢c to 10c, as to quality and quantity, and the statistical posi- 
tion of the article rather favors buyers. 


Damiana leaves are in better supply and easier, with quo- 
tations reduced to 12c to 18¢c, as to quantity. 


Ergot continues to advance in the primary markets, and 
values here are firmer, with quotations for Spanish advanced 
to 38¢ to 36c, as to quality and quantity; German quotably un 
changed at 32c to 35c. 


Irish moss is attracting some attention at the moment, ow- 
ing to reports of crop scarcity, due to unfavorable weather 
conditions, the gathering having been interfered with by re- 
cent heavy gales on the coast. Meanwhile holders quote 6c 
to 10c, and sales are making at this range. 


Juniper berries are a shade easier, and holders quote 3c to 
4c, as to quality and quantity. 


Menthol is in better supply and offers more freely at a de- 
cline to $6.50 to $6.75, and we hear of numerous sales at the 
inside quotation. ° 


Manna has eased off a trifle, recent sales of small flake 
being at 44c. 


Opium is without important inquiry, and current transac- 
tions are wholly of a jobbing order, with quotations more or 
less nominal at $2.72%4 for single cases, $2.75 to $2.80 for 
broken packages and $3.42% to $3.50 for powdered, as to test, 
quantity and seller. 


Quinine has not changed materially since our last. The 
market remains dull, with manufacturers still quoting on the 
basis of 26c for bulk, while outside parcels are nominally 
held at 28c to 23%c for German and 22¢ to 22l4c for Java. 
The bark sale in London on the 18th inst. went off at a de- 
cline of about 10 per cent., the unit, however, being still slight- 
ly above the parity of the last Amsterdam auction. A better 
tone was imparted to the market at the close by the report of 
an advance in the price of outside quinine in that market. 


Saffron, Valencia, is again higher, owing to continued 
strong reports from primary markets. Nothing now offers be- 
low $7, and some holders have advanced their quotations to 
$7.50. Domestic flowers are in improved demand and firmer 
and sales are reported on the basis of 20c. 
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Saw palmetto berries are more actively inquired for, but 
the available supply is limited, and holders offer with reserve 
at 30c. The scarcity of berries appears to be felt at all points, 


_and business is restricted in consequence. 


Vanilla beans are held with more firmness, and the tend- 
ency is upward, though prices are as yet quotably unchanged. 
While reports from the Mexican market indicate that the next 


crop of vanilla will be a trifle larger in quantity the quality 


~will not be so good as the last, since weather conditions have 
been unfavorable, the continued drought having caused the 
beans to drop from the vines. 


Wax, bees, is in improved demand, and quotations have 
been advanced to 29'4c to 31¢c for ordinary pure and 32c to 
33c for selected. 


CHEMICALS. 


Arsenic, both white and red, is meeting with a fair jobbing 
inquiry at 3c to 3\4c for the former and 6%c to 74c for the 
Jatter. 


Bicarb. soda is firmer, and recent sales have been at 14c to 
3c, as to quality. Makers are reported well sold up on con- 
tract orders for both immediate and forward delivery. 


Blue vitriol] is easier, owing to freer offerings of imported 
and competition among outside holders. Foreign makes offer 
in instances at 4.55¢c to 4.60c, and while prices on domestic 
are not quotably lower, the competition is being quietly met. 


Brimstone, crude, is practically out of market, there being 
no spot stock obtainable. Early arrivals are firmly held at 
$23.50 and shipments at $23. 


Bromides have been further reduced by the manufacturers 
to meet continued keen competition, and the revised quota- 
tions are 25c to 26c for potassium, 30¢ to 3l¢e for sodium and 
35c to 36c for ammonium, as to quantity. 


Carbonate ammonia is in moderate demand, with the sales 
of English at 8%c to 94c and domestic at 8¢ to 8%e. 


Chlorate of potash continues selling in a small way only, 
and the market is fairly firm at 714¢e to 7c for spot goods. 


Nitrate of silver has declined to 33%4c to 35c, as to quan- 
tity, in sympathy with the metal, a reduction of 1c. 


Nitrate of soda is firmer ,and 1.95¢ to 1.9714¢ is now named 
for spot and early delivery. 


Oxalic acid, though quiet and nominally steady for spot 
goods, is offered easier to arrive, the revised quotation for 
German being 54c. Meanwhile sales in a jobbing way are 
making at 5%c to 6c. 


Sal soda is reported as meeting with a fair inquiry, but 
manufacturers are ready to fill orders at 70c, a reduction 
from previous quotations. 


Tartaric acid is meeting with an average seasonable de- 
mand, such transactions as come to the surface being at 2814c 
to 28%c for crystals and 28%c to 29¢c for powdered, usual 
terms. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise is higher, some holders having advanced their in- 
side quotations to $1.20, while others hold out for $1.22%. 
The tendency is upward, in sympathy with other Chinese 
oils. 


Cassia is firmer and considerable business was done at 
7746e before the price advanced to 80c to 85c, which is now 
the popular quotation. 


Cedar is scarce and holders exhibit more firmness, though 
red still offers at 20c to 25c, while sales of pure are making 
at 60c to 70c, as to quality and quantity. 


Clove is less firm, but values are maintained at 57%4c to 
60c for bud. 


Cubeb is held and selling at 95c to $1.00, though the in- 
side price could probably be shaded upon a firm bid for a 
quantity. 


Lavender has developed more firmness, owing to depleted 
stocks, and holders name $1.60 to $1.75 for flower oil. 


Peppermint continues to reflect an interesting situation. 
While prices are advancing abroad, there is more pressure 
to sell evident in this market, indicating a slight reaction. 
While most holders ask $4.75 or upward and offer with re- 
serve, there are sellers at a fraction less, and business is not 


wholly restricted by the present elevation of prices. We hear, . 


indeed, of sales in instances down to $4.25, though nothing 
appears to be openly offered below $4.50. 
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Saffrol has advanced a notch of two in the interval, the 
current market range being 34c to 3hc. 


Spearmint has eased off a trifle and there are offers to sell 
at $3.50, though most holders name $4.00. 


Wintergreen is firmer, and some sellers of natural have ad- 
vanced their inside quotations to $1.70. 


GUMS. 


Aloes, of the various grades, are held about as before. The 
trade requirements momentarily are light, except for the Cape 
variety, which is scarce and wanted. 


Asafoetida remains quiet, but prices are well maintained at 
the range of 15c to 22c, as to quality and quantity. 


Camphor is firmly held at full previous prices, but the de- 
mand has momentarily slackened. 


Chicle continues firm, in view of present scarcity, and the 
range is maintained at 38c to 40c. 


Gamboge is tending upward under the influence of short 
stocks and increased demand. Business has been done in 
pipes at 6214c to 65e and in block at 60c to 62%4c, and holders 
generally appear firm in their views. 


Tragacanth is without change, only small jobbing sales are 
reported at our quotations, say, 29¢ to 80c for Aleppo and 35c¢ 
to 90c for Turkey, as to quality and quantity. 


ROOTS, 


A continued moderately active market is reported for the 
numerous varieties of medicinal roots, and prices are well 
maintained. Carthagena ipecac has been advanced by some 
local dealers on the strength of higher cable advices, but 95¢ 
will yet buy; Rio is weak and neglected and the open quota- 
tions have been reduced to $1.55 to $1.65. Gentian is actively 
inquired for, and sales are making at 44%4c. Senega is main- 
tained in firm position at the recent advance, but holders and 
sellers are apart in their views and business is somewhat 
restricted in consequence; quoted 65c. Serpentaria is stronger 
in the West and spot values have been marked up to 45c to 
46e. Belgian Valerian is slow of sale and holders are less firm 
in their views, at 414c to 4%c. Jalap has an upward tendency 
and values are fractionally higher in instances, 11e to 12c 
being named. 


SEEDS. 


There are few new features of interest to report in this 
department. The market for canary is stronger and quota- 
tions have been advanced to 4c to 4c for Sicily and 3%c to 
4c for Smyrna, in the face of a more active demand and the 
expectation that prices will advance following a recent de- 
cision of the U. S. Circuit Court that the seed is dutiable at 
30 per cent. ad valorem. Decorticated cardamoms offer more 
freely at a decline to 4714c to 50c. Poppy is easier under in- 
creased supplies, and 5%4c to 5%c is now named. Sunflower 
is also lower under a similar influence, 24c being named. 
Sabadilla is firmer, owing to scarcity, and holders ask 12c. 





Accident to Dr F. L. James. 


St. Louis, November 19.—Dr. Frank L. James, editor of the 
National Druggist, published in this city, and living at 3032A 
Olive street, was struck last evening by an east bound Olive 
street car at the corner of Olive street and Garrison avenue, 
while crossing the street, and suffered serious injuries. ‘The 
injured editor is between 55 and 60 years of age and unmar- 
ried. 

Later advices are to the effect that Dr. James is not as 
seriously injured as he was at first supposed to be. It is not 
known as yet whether he is injured internally. If not and 
infection of the wounds does not take place he ought to be 
out soon. We are confident that the sympathy of the trade 
will go out to Dr. James in his present misfortune, together 
with the most earnest hopes for his recovery. 





W. B. Berry, the jovial, wide awake salesman of the Amer- 
ican Soda Fountain Company, reports two fine sales in the 
State of Maine in the last few days. A large solid onyx Tufts 
wall apparatus has been placed in the new drug store of 
James D. Dolan & Co., of Portland. The store is handsome 
in all its appointments, is located in the La Fayette Hotel 
Building, corner Congress and Park streets, and will undoubt- 
edly command a large trade. Another large wall apparatus 
of Tufts’ manufacture has been sold to Edgar F. Warren, of 
Millinocket. The American Soda Fountain Company are at it 
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Revival of the Old Yarn About Jobbing House Con- 
solidation. 





A report was current in local drug trade circles last week 
that “plans for a national combination of wholesale drug- 
gists and manufacturers and manufacturing pharmacists, 
which have been for several months in the hands of Schief- 
felin & Co., of this city, for completion, have within the past 
week been perfected.” The report went on to say that this 
new drug trust would embrace the entire manufacture and 
distribution to the retailer of standard drugs and preparations. 
The name of the combine would be the American Mfg. & 
Drug Company and their capital would be $25,000,000. This is 
the gist of a dispatch sent from New York to a Montreal 
paper and subsequently circulated here. 

Three of the “ big four” jobbing houses in this city, when 
asked about this rumor by a representative of the AMERICAN 
DRuGGIST, most emphatically denied that there was any truth 
in it whatever. Wm. S. Mersereau, of Schieffelin & Co., the 
firm mentioned in the report, said it was without the slightest 
foundation. Mr. Plaut, of Lehn & Fink, characterized it as 
false from beginning to end. ‘Some two years ago,” said 
he, “an effort was made to consolidate the large jobbing 
houses here; a promoter tried to get four of the largest local 
concerns to join or consent to form an amalgamation. We 
were approached, but absolutely refused to entertain the 
proposition for a moment, and I believe the promoter met with 
the same result with the other firms.” 

Mr. Delano, of Chas. N. Crittenton & Co., when the report 
was called to his attention, said that that was the first he had 
heard of it. He also declared there was no truth in it. He 
told how a party called on him some time ago and wanted 
to learn all particulars of the business of Crittenton & Co., 
and upon being refused the information, said that other 
houses had told him about their business and had even given 
options on their property. Investigation proved that none of 
the firms he named had given any information whatever, 
much less an option. 





More Clever Advertising. 


The insert of the Liquid Carbonic Acid Mfg. Company 
which appears in this number appears very attractive and 
most seasonable with its border of holly, snow and _ ice. 
Through this insert the manufacturers tender to the trade 
the compliments of the season and offer a seasonable sug- 
gestion in reminding the dealer that it is high time to make 
plans for next year. The manufacturers call attention to the 
fact that the “liquid” fountains made by them are fitted 
with hard rubber syrup cocks and special pattern hygienic 
porcelain syrup jars, which cannot corrode, and by their per- 
fect adaptability to ready cleansing insure absence of all set- 
tlings and accumulations of refuse. ‘ Liquid” fountains are 
popular by reason of their correct and thoroughly modern 
principles of construction, their economical and expeditious 
system of handling syrups, their small consumption of ice, 
and especially for their absolute sanitation and cleanliness. 
For any desired information concerning anything which could 
possibly be required or desired in dispensing soda water 
write, wire or ’phone any one of the branches of the Liquid 
Carbonic Acid Mfg. Company at Chicago, New York, Pitts- 
burg, St. Louis, Milwaukee, Cincinnati, Baltimore, Minne- 
apolis and Kansas City. 





HINTS TO BUYERS. 


Druggists who wish to keep posted on recent additions 
to materia medica should write to Victor Koechl & Co. and 
ask to be put on their mailing list. 


Gillott’s pens have half a century of reputation to back 
them up. It pays to handle them because they please custom- 
ers, and are recognized as of standard merit. 


The Kolnische Zeitung of October 20 states that a gold 
medal was awarded for Apollinaris Water at the Industrial 
Exhibition at Diisseldorf, Germany. 


The Springer Torsion Balance Company, 92 Reade street, 
have a new laboratory balance, “ the Queen.” Write them for 
descriptive circular. 


Write the Coca Cola Company, Atlanta, Ga., for advertis- 
ing matter, mentioning the AMERICAN DruaGist. Their soda 
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fountain drink continues to grow in popularity all over the 
country. 


Druggists will find it to their advantage to correspond 
with A. H. Wirz, 508 Cherry street, Philadelphia, if they 
stand in need of pill machines, collapsible tubes, hand pill 
compressors, sprinkler tops or suppository molds. 


Schering’s Formalin Lamp has been highly commended by 
excellent authorities as a cheap and efficacious means of pre- 
venting infection by aerial disinfection. Write Schering & 
Glatz, 58 Maiden lane. 


The druggist who gets a prescription or a call for Pepto- 
Mangan hardly needs to be told that it is Gude’s that’s wanted, 
and that it pays to supply Gude’s, even where not specified, 
for it is this preparation that has made the words Pepto- 
Mangan famous. 


The druggist who fails to make the best of his advertising 
appropriation wastes time, opportunity and money. Consult 
with an expert. It pays. Write the M. P. Gould Company, 
New York City. They are experts and have had ample ex- 
perience. 


The J. Arthur Company, 17 Colonial Arcade, Cleveland, 
Ohio, furnish a solid gold druggist’s mortar pin for $1.25, pre- 
paid. Send to them for one, mentioning the AMERICAN Dru@- 
Gist. It would make a nice Christmas present for your junior 
clerk. 


The steadily increasing sale of Dentacura is evidence enough 
of the value of the article. The Dentacura Company of New- 
ark, N. J., have succeeded in finding a ready market, not only 
in America, but all over the world. The druggist who does 
not carry Dentacura in stock is neglecting his opportunity. 


The Huron Rubber Company, Cleveland, Ohio, will be 
pleased to send a free sample of their new cling-fast rubber 
finger cot. When writing for samples mention the AMERICAN 
Druceist. This cot proves a rapid seller wherever intro- 
duced. 


Garrod Spa is a lithia potash water which has proven of 
great value as a uric acid solvent. Supplies and literature 
may be obtained from the Charles N. Crittenton Company, 
117 Fulton street, New York City, or from the manufacturers, 
the Enno Sander Mineral Water Company, St. Louis, Mo. 


Write E. C. Moore & Son, Detroit, Mich., for descriptive 
circular and prices of their Universal Spring Apron. It keeps 
the clothes clean, can be put on or removed instantly, and is 
specially suited for druggists’ and chemists’ use. When 
writing them please mention the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


Sharp & Dohme have established a depot at 119 South 
Fourth street, St. Louis, where a complete stock of their 
goods will be carried. This move, which has been prompted 
by the rapid growth in the volume of their business in St. 
Louis territory, will enable them to fill orders in that terrl- 
tory more promptly than heretofore. 


The “ Rapid Fire’ suppository machine is one of the best 
on the market. It has many advantages, which are well set 
forth in a brochure cn suppository making, a copy of which 
may be obtained by applying to the Bent Mfg. Company, 
Hartford, conn. When writing them mention the AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST. 


The New York Pharmacal Association, Yonkers, N. Y., are 
ready and anxious to do much toward helping the druggist in 
increasing his sales of Lactopeptine and its preparations. 
Write them for their circular, “A Square Deal,” containing 
suggestions as to how they can aid you to build up your 
business. 


Fries Bros., 66 Reade street, New York, manufacture and 
sell a line of fine chemicals which should be kept in stock by 
every druggist in the United States. Their graduated kelene 
furnishes an ideal method for local anzethesia. It has been 
used in over 25,000 cases without the production of any un- 
toward effects. 


Alexander H. Revell & Co., 431 Fifth avenue, Chicago, 
make strictly high grade drug store fixtures, on which they 
make a special offer in this issue. Write them for details of 
this offer on their “ Colonial A” drug outfit. It is well de- 
signed, well built, solid, durable and attractive. Moreover, 
this special offer makes it very cheap. Write them at once, 
mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


The American $10.00 Typewriter has an attachment espe- 
cially adapting it for use in writing prescription labels. This 
typewriter has been highly commended by Myron Puff in an 
article published some weeks ago in these eolumns, and other 
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druggists who have tried it are equally well pleased. Write 
them at 265 Broadway for descriptive circular, mentioning 
the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


KoKoKrem is a new base for all creams and lotions for 
toilet and medicinal purposes. It is guaranteed to remain 
swet and free from rancidity for at least one year. By its 
use pharmacists are enabled to prepare the most elegent toilet 
cream and lotions with but slight trouble and at a very low 
cost. For samples and literature address the KoKoKrem 
Company, 25 Broad street, New York City. 


The Ideal Hair Brush, imported by Henry L. Hughes, 78 
Monroe street, Chicago, Ill, has many advantages over the 
ordinary brush. It is made from genuine Siberian bristles 
and has an air cushion back. Those druggists who have not 
handled this brush should at once order a sample lot, as they 
sell rapidly and give perfect satisfaction. Write Mr. Hughes 
for quotations, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

The largest manufacturers of absorbent cotton in the world 
are the Maplewood Mills, of Fall River, Mass. The product of 
this concern is to be found in every commercial center in both 
hemispheres. Their cottons are prepared under strict pharma- 
ceutical rules, and conform to U. S, P. requirements. A large 
amouut of cotton is marketed under customers’ names; but of 
late the special brands made by the Maplewood Mills have 
found a rapidly growing market. 

Mulford’s Antitoxin is under the personal supervision of 
a corps of trained bacteriologists and is scrupulously checked 
at every stage of its preparation, to insure its being uniform 
in potency, free from any contamination whatever, and ab- 
solutely reliable. Liberal discounts on this will be made to 
progressive druggists, who are invited to correspond with the 
manufacturers, the H. K. Mulford Company, Philadelphia, 
New York and Chicago. 

“Mariani Coca Leaf” is the name of an attractively pre- 
pared little periodical which is to be devoted to presenting 
“the most recent thought concerning the application of coca 
to the various important uses in which it has been advocated.” 
The first number contains 16 pages of interesting notes con- 
cerning various applications of coca. Pharmacists who have 
not received a copy should write to Mariani & Co., 52 West 
Fifteenth street, New York City, and ask to have their names 
put upon the mailing list for free copies. 


When such a firm as Frederick Stearns & Co., who have 
been favorably known to the medical profession and drug 
trade of America for nearly 50 years, enter upon a campaign 
of advertising in the leading medical journals for the pur- 
pose of pushing the sale of their biologic products, it is safe 
to assume that business is going to be done. In all this ad- 
vertising, going to upward of 100,000 physicians a week, the 
druggist is named as the source of supply. Progressive drug- 
gists will not be slow to see their opportunity in this, but will 
be prepared to meet the demand immediately, instead of wait- 
ing till the orders come and then being unable to fill them. 
Stearns’ antitoxin and vaccine are becoming very popular. 


The L. A. Becker Company, of Chicago, illustrate in a 
striking manner in their advertisement in this issue the fact 
that soda water can be drawn from “any old thing,” so to 
speak, but that only modern apparatus that is known to be 
absolutely sanitary will draw trade by or with the soda. The 
manufacturers of the “Twentieth Century Fountain” do 
not rest their reputation on the valuable sterilized bottle sys- 
tem alone, but make every part and appurtenance contribute 
to sanitary security—insulated refrigerator base, modern work 
board with clear running water and other hygienic features 
which are made to meet the requirements of advanced ideas 
in soda dispensing. A strong point is also made of the fact 
that Twentieth Century Sanitary Fountains are built com- 
plete in the Becker Company’s factory to meet individual re- 
quirements, so that when installed they are ready to draw 
soda—and trade. Every dispenser should feel responsibility 
regarding the quality of his soda water from a financial, if 
not from a moral, standpoint, so that a fountain that insures 
both health and success is worthy of his most careful con- 
sideration. 


Any druggist who is not alive to the advantages of the of- 
fer made by W. I’. Young, of Springfield, Mass., has failed to 
read carefully the advertising pages and the “ Hints to Buy- 
ers’ of the AMERICAN Druceist. Young’s clever booklet en- 
titled “‘ How to Take Care of the Horse,” has proved a trade 
getter for every druggist who has used it. Any druggist who 
will take the trouble to write for a sample copy, will readily 
see for himself just why this is. Most books of the kind are 
devoted to mere puffery of the publisher’s goods. This book- 
let, on the other hand, contains a large amount of formulary 
matter for the treatment of the diseases to which the horse is 
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subject. The result is that horse owners bring these formulas 
to the local druggist and have them put up. If a druggist will 
take a little time to make up a list of his nearby horse owners 
—farmers, liverymen, merchants, private owners and stock 
raisers—and forward it to W. F. Young, 68 Monmouth street, 
Springfield, Mass., each name on the list will receive a copy of 
“How to Take Care of the Horse,” with his imprint prom- 
inently displayed. To begin with, write for a copy of the book- 
let itself. 





American Beauties, 


The American Soda Fountain Company are at the front 
again this month with an exceedingly handsome advertising 
insert of four pages, which will be found between pages 20 
and 23. 

The first page of this insert is a magnificent advertisement 
for the Reliable Carbonator, and the second page is devoted 
to a short description of this machine, and extracts from testi- 
monial letters received by the American Fountain Company in 
regard to the Reliable. A strong point of the Reliable Carbon- 
ator is that every glass of soda water is perfectly carbonated 
and the total output is uniform. ‘The Reliable requires no care 
whatever, not even oiling, and relieves the dispenser of a great 
deal of worry and consequent loss of time. This carbonator 
is about as near perfect as human ingenuity can make it, and 
is offered to the dispenser with absolute confidence that it will 
fill his requirements. 

The third page is an advertisement for hot soda flavors, 
with particular reference to the celebrated ‘ American Clam 
Bouillon.” The American Soda Fountain Company’s hot soda 


specialties are money makers for the wide-awake dispenser. 
Owing to the intelligent efforts of this company the hot soda 
business, with many dispensers, is a close rival to the cold soda 
water trade. The hot soda end needs only to be pushed intelli- 
gently to make it a “ winner.” 

In this connection it seems odd to advertise apparatus for 
the dispensing of cold soda water at the time that everybody 
is drinking hot beverages, but the wide-awake dispenser has 
already begun io think of his next season’s needs. Four hand- 
some onyx fountains are shown on the fourth page of the in- 
sert, and are advertised as the “ Coldest, Quickest, Handsom- 
est and Best Soda Fountains in the World.” With the com- 
bined efforts of the Tufts, Matthews, Lippincott and Hartt 
factories, there is no reason why “ American” fountains 
should should not stand well. It would pay our readers to give 
close attention to the American Soda Fountain Company’s ad- 
vertisement for December. Write, wire or ’phone the nearest 
branch for prompt and satisfactory attention. 











